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Acesta este un număr special al Buruienilor. Am scanat 
si reprodus aici cateva articole despre mişcările 
radicale de stanga din spaţiul roman din anii 2000. 
Toate articolele au aparut in revista Abolishing Borders 
from Below. Aceasta revista a fost un buletin informativ 
cu informaţii in general anarhiste din europa de est. 
Din pacate, revista nu se gaseste pe internet. Ceea ce 
ţineţi in mana este o selecţie făcută cu materiale din 

arhivele unor infoshop-uri. De aceea pe alocuri 

calitatea reproducerilor nu este grozava. Textele sunt 
de obicei scrise de către persoane de la fata locului. 
Una din politicile ABB era sa incurajeze exprimarea 
libera, fara a tine cont prea mult de corectitudinea 
limbii engleze. Subscriem si noi la aceasta politica, 
căci ceea ce contează cel mai mult e ca oameni din 
diverse locuri si vremuri sa comunice intre ei. Am 

inclus luna si anul publicaţiei in fiecare caz. Aceasta 

selecţie nu se vrea o istorie recenta a mişcărilor din 
spaţiul romanesc. Cel mult, se doreşte a aminti ca 
flacara revoltei a fost tinuta aprinsa timp de peste 
zece ani de zile de persoane care au avut curajul sa 
ridice pumnul impotriva 
agresiunilor si 
injustiţiilor comise de 
stat si capi tal. 

Respect si solidaritate! 

Poveştile lor fot fi 
inspiraţie pentru noi 
astazi. 


Veţi citi povesti 
a graniţelor si 
informare a publicului, despre antifascism, feminisn 
si anti-rasism, despre colective din diverse oraşe si 
despre acţiunile lor. Nu am incercat sa impunem o 
naraţiune anume, sa dam explicaţii sau contur 
articolelor de aici. De cele mai multe ori conţinutul 
lor se poate intelege de la sine, fara nici o 
intervenţie. Totodată, acestea nu sunt toate 

articolele despre ro ce au aparut in ABB in decursul 
anilor. Daca aveţi alte numere din ABB in care apar 
materiale pe care nu le-am inclus aici, va rugam sa 
ne contactaţi, sau sa le multiplicaţi voi cum vreţi. 
Lectura plăcută! Aşteptam orice reacţii si sugestii 
la ciumafaiu@riseup.net 



despre lupte impotriva războiului, 
violentei, despre iniţiative de 
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local film productions includîng documeiataries, 
comedies, anarchist etc, all oh the big şcreen. 
While showing pictures, collecîion of goods for 
Tomek Wilkoszewski took place. Tomek ispehind 
the bars since many years, senîenced for Incident 
during which a neonazi died (on the îocatioţ|. One 
can get Information about Tomek's situation^as wel! 

As you can see there is not much reports M anar¬ 
chist activities from Poland here. In fad many 
anarchist groups from that country were mcently 
strongly involved in supporting the pro&sts of 
polish workers from which we are repoding on 
pages 16 and 17 - AbolishingBB f 

Romanla 

# N21 anti-NATO actions and its reperiutions 
in Timişoara - fragments of reporf from 
Aactivist-Collective. We produced #poster 
saying: u Another world is possibfej SayŞNO to 
warsf SayNO to militarism! Say NO to N:A.T.O.!“ 
and also we made two diy banners with t|e mes- 
sages: “NATO = Mistake" and "Stop NATOŞ* and a 
NATO sign thrown in a garbage can. In the ivening 
of 20 november we put the posters aro§nd the 
town of Trmisora in places like: the uniyprsitary 
campus, center, the cannons in front of fie army 
house, and other. places. At the end of thp action 
we decided ţhat in 21 we wili put more posters 
around the town. (...) irifiş early morning m 21 we 
put the banners on two rhajors roads. At the 
next dây we hear on all rldios taîkings On news 
about pur posters and bahners. After that,; in the 
evenlng the TV stations started to talk abcâit it and 
ţ' second day in the moming all local and naţional 
newşpappers had articles about our “anfi-NATO" 
ppsters. Almost aii of these afffcles had pictures of 
oii|posters in it. So, we can-say that this gave a 
reŞ naţional dimension to oue action, becatise thîs 
way people from the rest of : the eountry.had the 
chance to see that posters. To&bad that the ban¬ 
ners went down to early and the joWnaHsîs didn'î 
had the chance to make photos or film tt. : Another 
weird thing is it was also a kind of a teacpîng, that 
sometimes bnly when it's the'moment & poster 
action can be succesfull. FoYexample, we as an 
AactivHstşCollective producei ? fteses pepiters for 
MayDay, and they were put in Timişoara and from 
Twhat we know comrades in fraiova also stuck 
some argund the town and the impact wăsn'î the 
same nobody bothered to look aiihent, <0t wasn't 
the case yet to be worried by such “nârro# minded 
Eastem" views,.. . The last episode from this 
romanian anarchist anti-NATO Shogun f jwas the 
inveşfigation. Let's not hurry and see which people 
we bofcred most. Our main enemies fof N21 wer- 
n't the pigs, they never mattered, cause they never 
think for themeselves, ţhey are the oppresîve arm 
of someone which‘is somewhere highir in the 
state hierarchy. The government pa&y PSD 
(Socialist Democratic Party) also organîsed some 
Street thing and they looked very pathetîb in the 
eyes of the media, normai people and averyone 
else. They sent their youth section on Wm Street 
with romanian and party flâgs and some flyiers 
saying “PSD has tooken Romania în NATO! M . They 
thought that they soived aii the problem by doing 
tfnis, they wili gain some politica! capital Oh weli, it 
wasn't at all how they expected. Their youth sec¬ 
tion were so scary t the people that people (even I) 
thought they were some Street kids who stoiled 
thafeflags somehow, and want to impreşs us Io give 
them some spare change. So after this patethic 
Street masquerade they $aw that media gives 
more attention to the people who put the posters 
they wanted a little revenge. So they put police to 
start an investigation (which it's a complete crap 
and has no real reasons to be started) to find îhe 
people who put the posters. It was a dear case of 


political persecution, because not oniy that they 
ripped the posters of the walls (only our posters, 
commerciât posters put next to ours are even 
îoday in the same place and they didn'î get any 
fine for illegal postering) but it was a common pdlî- 
ce-parly action, just like in the ‘dd days". It îs no 
secret that the investigation was started at the 
directions of local PSD leaders (probably friends 
with the police leaders). Another proof was the civil 
cops, or PSD people who got from a car, in îhe 
evening of 21, and ripped anWATO posters from 
the walis. The glorious final of the tremendous 
investigation was îhe catch of 2 mispecîş, that in 
îhe end proved, as the police said, the 

We would liked to cxmlinueihe ; whdie T 
thing but, unfike our comrades from'Slovenii, we 
are not prepared for such a big campâign^And the 
romanian media and state did a real good job with 
brainwashing the people, so now tfs very^rd to " 
bring in a topic like anti-NATO, x 

you’re already marked as a •; 

/ terrorist... who wants only ^ 

îry and blahblah. They made the people 
in the years of the Cold War, wîliîe A 
years 2000. You'l! be amazbef and 11 

how many people think that this wor 
competition between Russia and 
îhe "oid" people think like in the 60 f S -aboutiThîS 
"cold war" and the i 'young s ones ^epa^ed.onfy 
by parties and capitalist/consumen^pf^r^iiţ'Sy 
of life and the rest are are a few “In lowî^wftfTloapI-' 
talists busy with their shitty Office |dos and ba^py 
that they finnaiy are a part of the 
system. 

(...) At thîs daw klds 

schooî, workers startlng spontan; pid^TO pfd- r| 
tests(!!!?), people dandi^g natfonaf vcfeinces inv ; ' 
naţional costumes (you -kn^ the' whd^ftrage- ^ 
dy...), all politidans lât^ch^'pfOrNATO ^ 

niques (even nght-vwng'onesJ*;^tc. tt 

was a sad day. Why 22 

m i 11ions people accepted happy that Romahia m\t 

of view îf they were agarost thîs. This report îs - 
more like a personai/mside reievafion of the' things \ ; 
here(...)TOsisnţ^apdifi^l«lâţementîAacfiv-lst ' 
Collective ) ' < - 

\ t f ^ ' ' *' ' v 

# Moscow ani12th of Deoemba 
Some 400 persons matchm & Moscow 12th of 
Decembbr from hbvvy Arbat to Rushtdn square» 
among them 40^-iO^ anarchists tr<m all anarhist; 
collectives of Moscow.'This was second mostb^- 
gest anti-war demon^ratk^ -in Moscow s#K^ the % - 
beginning of 

first one with any sîgnlfioanco since the autumn of 
2000. Liberaîs pi^ced^ dp the d^r beeause ît is the ^ 
day of consfftufk»?^ ssld îhe ^ 

of the first Chedien campaign 1994 (în order to 
bring "consiitufionai order to €hechnya H , so Ifce-- - 
rals are not tco consistent here). Anarchists do n\ 
care about the constitufion, they were cetebmting 
160th birthday of Kropotkîn Instead (it was âctuah 
ly 9th of Beeember, buf having iess tiian 4 days ^ 
partying makes no sense ior someone with Such .a . 
beard). t 

# After hosiage mms In Moscow, îhe hostag.e' 
crisis in Moscow?has puf fiie war back to trame and 
more and more people are uheontent with the 
governement policy, however there are also sire- 
ams in society pushîng fer more hârder fine m 
Chechnya, so opposîtion to presant kind of war 
(situation of "no-war M , whem polîtîcâl power most- 
lytries to claim that there is no any war and situa- 
tion in Chechnya is under control) is growing from 
both directions, and it is undear to whichdireofion 
the society in general ..wili be moving. Buf at feast 



In iast issMi* w 
AboiishingBB we printvd alrcady 
iuuidful inlbniiatiwits «flwut sonii? 
special interest, which «ur româ¬ 
nism eoni rad cs a rc rcccwt îy 
irom secret servim, 
This inter vie w slimsld help Io rla- 
rity situation in vvlileh tliev finind 
themselves recently ■» as iveli as 
present a bit mare tbe rooţs and 
ttie baekgroimds of emitem por a rv 
" anarcliist ativities in post- 
C^uisescii reality 




lat they 
3 aren't 
iat they 


Actualiy, we don’t know anything G 
about present politica! situation in 3 
Romania. Could you shortiy desert- ai 
be how political and social situation ci 
changed since fall of Caucescu ? a - 

What îs the situation of "average tl 

Romanian” now ? * 

The partys of Ion Ilieşcu rulled I 

Romania for 8 from the 12 years after tl 
Ceausescu. There was National a 

Salvation Front, then the Romanian a 

Socialist Democratic Party and now is i 
the Socialist Democratic Party. For I 
the first years after revolution there t 
was not a too big difference, in my t 
opinion, but then people said hey, we J 
have a country what the fuck should 
we do with it ... and then institutions ’ 
like IMF and WB said, no problem 
well heip you. I think things changed 1 
a lot in the past 2-3 years with after 
the implementation of agreements 
with the above institutions. Most poli- 
ticians were involved in the Ceusescu 
regime and now they don't have only 
the power of the state, but they also 
own a lot of the "privatised" factories 
or their own big bussiness. Noone can 
touch them they built their own "capi¬ 
talist" system... let me give some 
examples: romanian govemmerit goes 
outside Romania and says "Oh, we 
changed that law now there is a new 
one in conformity with the european 
standards", but they come home and 
they say a totally different thing, while 
the law it’s exactly the same with 2-3 
minor changes... for example not 
even now there is acces to the 
“Security” (secret police on 
Ceausescu time) files... Anyway, get- 
ting back to the "average" romanian I 
think. the situatiom is really bad, I live 
in Timişoara where there is always a 
small chance to get a job somehow, 
but there are other cities which are 
completely paralized by the "privati- 
sation" like the town Reşiţa and lots 
others. The ideea that the politicians 
want to.put forward is: you can steal a 
duck and get 2 years of prison, while 
we can bankrupt a bank and/or play 
with workers life and go to USA to 
live a nice life there. 

Through some personal friendships 
we've heard about recent wave of 
repression or campaign launched to 
crimmali.se stil! small but growing 
Romanian anarchist movement. 
Supposebly, they've been some arti- 
cles in a press presenting particular 
anarchists as a drug-dealers,etc. 
What exactly and which newspa- 
pers wrote? 

By now I think you already got the 


mterview 


translated and edited raport of SRI 
(romanian secret police). Well, you 
really don't know what to do after 
reading that thing: to laugh or to cry. 
AII started when the newspaper 
Gardianul (the Guardian) wrote about 
3-4 articles on anti-globalisation and 
anarchism. So, there was first 2 arti¬ 
cles writteii by 2 different joumalists, 
and for one of the articles they called 
the SRI to ask about information 
about anarchist groups in Romania. 
The SRI didn't had anything ready so 
they said they are investigating. And 
after that a guy Claudiu Târziu wrote 
another article... but somebody told 
me that this guy is from SRI and also 
has fascist sympathies. And after that, 
the SRI study apeared and all of a sud- 
den local and naţional newspappers 
took .parts of it and published it. In 
Timişoara there were 3 newspappers 
who published articles on this subject. 
In Craiova the local newspapper said 
that the secret police should be care- 
full because the anarchşts -are stiH 


romanian ai 


..j 


ferences that took place this summer Marse 
in Romania... I really doubt that US In yo 

or european agents didn't trained the 0 

romanian agents how to deal with the a< 

anarchist-activist groups. Beer ^ 

What kinds of methods "agents of trollii 
the system" (however they’re cal- Well, 
led) are using to get informations there 
about the people ? in Rc 

I don't know for sure. Sometimes we year 1 

have common friends (hehe - I’m actioi 
serious!) so they can get some infor- bomt 
mations from this people. I think.^^0 g -dfi om 
going in bars where we hang o#şbd>^there 
staying at the next table and ligtenmt/J: At 1 
actually so many times recentfyl.gW | (anar 
this kind of strânge people arouudUis./ Fran< 
Than in the past there were. the visţţs one 
home to some people, then also ^t- abou 
ting informations from the j^ple whq tion 
were caught with smallcd^S^^ stane 
ly young people) in «. what 

"freedom". Or as we f&o “ 

ple that can get sca^ 5 | und€ 
the couple from etc * 

^.peared all of a su<^g^fe#gWM| mai 


tuU oecause me aumwuww ^- t , , m ^„ fnr A c 

active there and now theyite>infiS.h»Vfe/visit... I 

ted in the syndicaf^^î^t still, nobodygws^gg 

Julv/AugusF2(X12 ; la^W#e /miar- " to the police... 

cho-pacifists Irom ThftUoOT gor visit when they wentto Unîversd} and gt 
from a their x personal infom^ortogom^tu- 

dent becausn they wanted #s guy to 


blackmâil K H of stteif t^^ea- 

about TimSui la,erakm the.c is a 
different The y 


NGO is' in§^r||#%'ections 
with french -want to 

infiltrate in-)••• ^ so 
an anarchist ftjOnt'C&ova had to go to 
police stations to'lmve<'.ş talk^with the 
policeman in chaigq^tlT : me apar- 


^“on't 
about the articles 

thattÎeTcalled us. t But.the metods to 

sentences with them. Once again dtey diffenem, | " ^ ' . 

know shit afe-ut anarchist idstoty but > chists accusci of and what could be 
they ajsQ have oo ciue about the gene- conmjuenm'? /' _ 


they also 1 

ralaillBi 


. .. ..,iiw.s{trtiK . Tmm . the. 


were only .'some 


„„V fucking jonmalkt lookina for be s e: • in tbe report, there are , lot of 
"sensationar matvriah? - ; things . selîing porno tapes; dntgs. ' 


, 'sensafîOttal ,, rnâterials? * 8 
It's both, I think. If that information 
about that joumalist being also agent 
then it makes even moţe sense. But 
what made them start now, why exact¬ 
ly now ? I think that shithead Adrian 
Nastase - the prime fucker minister 
knows good what he wants. This 
govemment is maybe the worse that 
we ever had. They know what they 
need to fool the people. They realised 
that the stories with EU and NATO 
aren't enough now, so they start blame 
small groups for different things, so 
that they distract people’s attention 
from the real problems. I think anot¬ 
her thing that contributed a lot to the 
start of this campaign is the 2 or 3 
internaţional secret agencies con- 


and a it of other things that jumped 
into their mind at that moment. I don't 
know for sure about Craiova, but from 
what I heard from the people who tal- 
ked to the couple who got the police 
visit, there were informations from the 
Europol that french anarchists intend 
to infiltrate in Timişoara... if this is 
real we would like to know also, 
maybe we can give them a hand - 
hehe! I think the policemen was lying, 
but it might be also real (not the fact 
that french @ want to infiltrate, but 
the fact that Europol informed them 
about that groups coming bere). There 
were 2 carawans in the summer 
coming from France to Romania 
(from Montpellier and from 


Marseille). 

In your experiences till now ,how 
the (secret)poiice behaved during 
the actions prepared by anarchists ? 
Been they there observing or con- 
trolling ID's,etc.? 

Well, I don't think you could say that 
there were too many anarchist actions 
in Romania. My opinion is that this 
year has been the best regarding direct 
actions. în january, at the food not 
bombs action some people said that 
. from the building across the Street 
|ţhere was somebody making photos. 

At the concert with Pekatralatak 
j (anarehopunk from Basque Country - 
France part) there were 2 weird guys, 
one of which started to ask people 
about the projections (antiglobalisa- 
tion demos films),’ what they under- 
stand, what are about this projections, 
l what we expect to happen after people 

P jwill see this, do we think that people 
^ understand what’s happening there ? 
f etc. In Craiova, when the group of 
; anarchists attended the syndicalist 
demo, police tried to arrest them but 
the ordinarry people, kind of, defen- 
ded them. But, at the end of the demo 
they were tooken most of them and 
asked for ID and also taken to the sta- 
tion and taken their photos. But for 
MayDay in Craiova they've got some 
authorisation, and for the actions in 31 
August and 16'th of October, in 
Timişoara (without autorisation) there 
were no problems with the police. 
But, then again, last year in the sum¬ 
mer the purik festival planned in 
Craiova, was repressed with full force 
by the police and secret police. 

Are there ăny non-anarchist groups 
or organization, with which you are 
working together or from which 
you could expect «upport in a case 
of growing repression against you ? 
We could say that this things exists, at 
least in Timişoara we could say that 
we worked for different things with 
IfŞ^GO's, not too many tough, they are 
!§§|gefull for some authorisations, 
^Vobms/spaces, or oţher things... I 
[ think we could never rely on them in 
case of big repression, but I might be 
l wrong and maybe if we'll be in trouble 
they will surprise me/us. I stih think 
> that they don't think too serious in 
j .repressing us, I think it's a case of 
1 yearîy raports and sometimes chan- 
5 gings of officers, or other stupid 
things. Bothering a mair or politician 
also can lead to an investigation, and 
so on. 

:t We’ve heard, that till recently anar- 
it chist activity been forbidden by the 
n state. How it is exactly now, are 
e there for example still some laws 
*r prohibiting certain propaganda 
a etc.,or cops simpiy are trying to pre- 
n fabricate some ridiculous îies to get 








yoii down ? 

I think I’ll have to îook a bit deeper for 
that one. From what I know to be 
anarchist it was always ilegal. I mean 
we didn't had a direct contact with the 
laws yet, that's good I think, there are 
no people sent to prison and so on. But 
from what I know, in the latest consti- 
tution anarchist propaganda is prohi- 
bited, as well as communist, or fascist. 
Still, their best way to do things is to 
make up this scany lies and so on... : 
this way the cops are directly in ch|ţ- ? 


there are people that are not into punk 
rock, and are/were active. 

What about glorious, but unfortu» 
nately unknown to us history of 
anarchism in Rom an ia ? 

Well, unfortunally is as glorious and 
as unknown for us as it is for you. 
Ceusescu regime wiped out a lot of 
people and evidence of existence of 
these people or groups. We heard of 
antifascist groups and people but they 
are more related to communism than 
. to anarchism. We have little or no clue 


ge of dealing with the situation; and V about existence of anarchism in 
people in power this is better thăfi' put;"- Romania, in "the early days". I guess 


the whole machine to work. Strânge* ^ There are bigger chances to find some 
isn't it ? Or maybe it's just more pmc-1 •-more info in foreign archives than in 
tical and cheaper. f ^fenanian ones, sadly. Maybe we can 

It seems, that entire anarchist scene ? 'make a caii for a mobilisation through 
in Romania grew from punk roots. “ AbolishingBB” and if people know, 
Is it true ? Say something about the ţ have or can get their hands on any- 
beginnings ? 1 thing related to anarchism in 

I could say that this thing is real. The * Romania, before '89 can give us a 
most part of the scene in our days || ««• 

grew from punk rock. Well, the bands| heard about (GREAT!!!) 

were Haos in Timişoara, and af^|pM^^f|c^Jiising no-border câmp 
some years Terror Art in Cr^by^y'^jitext, in Romania* just 

There were other bands also at:|he;-;>^>befbre' EU»$ummit in Thessaloniki. 
beginning, but they dissapeared and What^ main idea behind this pro- 
most. of the people consider thekb^Wlhat Rind of support you 
bands as representative... So, people)U'(he^This event? What 
from this bands and a few others hMV^ are you facing 

the first attempt to organise some- ; ; ; <oiit:ey' prOject ? 

of this noborder 


many reasons for doing it.. . 

About the support in orga- 
nising this event wOuld have 2 parts. 
One it's related to the aterial part and 
the other one, which will provide us 
with inore experience and positive 
energy for future actions, is the logi¬ 
stic/practicai stuff help. I mean, in my 
opinion skill sharring and practicai 
tips (and tops) would be more than 
apreciated. The financial part is also 
not to be ignored as we don't have any 
possibility to raise money with our 
activities. 

The problems in making 
this project happening would be; the 
stupid autorisadons for different 
thing, that will force us to work with 
some NGO's, the low degree of predi- 
sposition in involvement of these 
NGO's (which can also be a good 
thing), still I think that we need to 
work more on colaboration, organisa- 
tion and solidarity issues, the nonexi- 
stance of NGO's working in migration 
issues, and let's not forget the pigs 
who will be always there to ruin our 
fun, and a few others. In the end I 
guess the police and the autorisation 
problem will be the main ones. I real- 
ly ş^ittaf|||p happen in Timişoara 
or.eS^^bwithout'an autorisation. 
Which kîud of ibfidarity and sup- 
orljor^şimrcniş^in Romania you 


thing. This is how Miscardp ţ ^ ^ ^ 

Underground (Underground^^'l^pŞhe&Ş^rlyust before the Jwish frdm comrades from abroad ? 

Movement) apeared in early-mid 90’s.;' P in;Gr^&.. We talked and HWiăt's 

M.U. had 2 branches - Craiova and>1. <we'd^i^..|&|tjs>;better to do it in ^ everybody hasprabl^^mth^r cbua- 
Timişoara and also I think there was a V<Tthnso^^Şj|y^^at there ajp 5 o : ţ try. I guess 

small group in Reşiţa. Bands involved \ .mânyGreece, proba- •^ rials written/^odî^Yideo would be a 
these collectives were not only ^ use way. Or in case;oî^Şî^^rim^r^^oo 1 

doing solidarity ^Şqh|'m/yb^cbun- 
tries or writingiătt^^ 
important thing th^Tw^^iJfâleâd 
to a better developemâttf ; oBth|)fppVe- 
ment/scene here would w I^H^Smg,all 
the possible geţ p^^1q||liwSere to 
participate in"acd^§e|||ft^Other parts 


punk but also dark/wave bands. There 

were good times then, because there M many 


was an legislative chaos, and you 
could do a lot of things, even if police 
was much more brutal. Too bad that 
the people had no ideea what to do 
exactly* there was no model, there 
were litlle connections with the people 
from outside Romania... and so on. I 
think the most direct action was joi- 
ning the protests in the center of 
Timişoara in 99 when USA was bom- 
bing Serbia for the first time. And also 
there was the Underground Timişoara 
Festival, which I personally think that 
will very soon become just crap. 

I think that the only pro¬ 
blem is that our movement grew from 
punk rock and not anarchopunk, so 
many people droped out because they 
didn't knew what to do after their 
highschool/uni versity rebellion... 


j — 

B ue®^f|^ip|^^^Girible place 
and&^ffdă^d%'^^"ngfc. There 
is Romania 

who does deportatioa flights. There is ^J^^^feievant). Tha^iway people will 
the Elff bby|^ that the things The zines/newslet- 

RomaritşpI§&S||^^ exist and even 

a transit*^leam a lot of 
way to organizing 

countries \ ''qfl^dripleţ'lrom EE in 

give 

ther "impleasanG stuff. • There is the : the people the image that they are not 
gipsy problems that involves interna- ^wanted there, and that all this bîahblah 
tional (a lot of EU blaming romanian : about being cornrades is just bullshit 
gipsies for making problems) and and when they w ill get he first chance : 

naţional rasism (too many romanians to go in the "west" they will be preo- 

_ , ihink that problems ‘ outside' are done' cupied 'by other thigs like ^assuring 

then again, it’s just a personal opinion. > only. by ;the';'gipâ^ their Julure u ; : ‘'making money T '' and ^ 

In late 90’s we discovered one comra- community is 'ibe worse. thing that ^others,„ Also a better eonecrions with 

happened to Romania, and the gipsies active groups from EE would be a 
are a shaine for this country'). Tliere is more realistic thing to ask Because i 

this ruad desmi of romanţau people this peopie are eloserand irs casier to : 

who hhndly UCcepted the lies of poH- get there and the problems they re i 

ticians and think in a huge procent that facing are more similar to 

once Romania has joined EU years of 
wealth and happiness will follow for 
the people here. Also, there is the need 
for leaming more together, so this 
would be a good oportunity for the 
scene here to get together and organi¬ 
se, and in the end we can all leam 
something from this experience - this 
because it’s the first major event orga- 
nised by us here. There would be so 


de in Bucharest doing a site and A 
newslefter, and he had little coaneo 
tion with punk rock. Early 2000" 
brought Craiova Anarho. Eront / 
Frontul Antifascist Craiova. And 
also in Timişoara a green NGO - 
brought more the ideea of direct 
action, but rather because of different 
things - like foreign volunteers, invol¬ 
ved in redai m the streets/earth 
first !/fnb actions - than of an evolu- 
tion/radicalisation of the people. So, 
in the end the thing you said it's 
almost true that punk rock brought 
existance, altough 


anarchism 


are more similar to ours. 
Sometimes, the groups in EE are more 
interested in getting themselves more 
contacts and help from western europe 
and so they would prefere to work 
more with westemers. But, the good 
thing that I feel is that, at îeast, from 
. N21 in Prague a more tighter colabo¬ 
ration between groups from EE and 
that's great. A saying goes around here 
"When your house is on fire it's not 


y°ur mother/relatives from the other 
part of the town who help you, but 
your neighbors". Or something like 
this... Anyway, getting back to the 
western part I think that ) 

people are bored with visits and stuff, 
for example people in squats, and 
might think of people from EE as visi- , y 
tors rather than "one of theirs" but I 
can say that meeting different people 
and talking to them, making friends, 
visiting places, taking part in actions 
(and organising actions) it can give a 
lot of inspirations and energy to peo¬ 
ple who come from smaller sceneş - 
like Romania. 

A think that helped a lot the scene in 
Craiova, for example, was the tours of 
the bând Terror Art in Europe and 
especially Germany. On their tours 
they gathered some experiences, con- 
tacts and materials to help starting 
things back home. The punk scene i$ 
having pretty bad moments in 
Romania and I think a good impulse 
would be a giving a hand with organi¬ 
sing tours for Romanian bands, which 
this way will have the chance to meet 
other bands with a well defined politi- 
cal message, get inspired and be a bet¬ 
ter example for people here. I hope 
you’re getting my point here. In 
Timişoara was more the case of a 
"mobilisation" in bringing bands from 
outside here so that this "exchange" 
will go both ways, and people from 
other countries will have the chance to 
?: meet people from here and see the 
jlreallity with other eyes, not the ones 
of cnn or euronews. And also we tried 
to connect more with the scenes in EE. 

It's cheaper and possible to bring a 
bând from an EE country than one 
from the States and this way we give a 
hand to people in sorrounding coun¬ 
tries. Because our group mainly focu- 
ses on @punk bands this way we rea- 
lise a sort of communication also bet¬ 
ween anarchists... 

If I started now, I might just continue 
with another thing. There are a lot of 
@ going to/through Romania in their 
holidays. Some of them stop for a 
while in our cities or contact us for 
directions, but most of them go to 
Bucharest because because it's a name 
that they heard more often. I guess 
: that talking all stuff with an romanian 
is, @ or whatever is not that much fun as 
'Egetting ripped off in a crap hotel in 
Splîpharest, but... it's more usefull for 
<<vqrybody if they would just stop and 
; :'ask; for ■ some directions or I don't 
^'khbwrySometimes is very hard for 
i(|>0ople to get out of the country even if 
piity m.EE, but with this oportunity 
they Mfteet people from outside 
| Rota&aia and have a great chance to 
taîk and exchange ideas and contacts 
with people abroad. Used equipement 
can also prove usefull here, and it's 
not so difficult to cary it if you're on 
tour... There will be so many ways, 
but I guess, you can also find them. 

Thanx a lot for in te rest irig answers. 






continuing the practice of tribe shamans and other charîa- 
tans, confronted with the rcason, along the lines of their 
politics of looking at a dead animals stomachs, managed 
to get oiit of this tragedy again with good profit Using the 
, suffering of people from Kosovo, that found themselves in 
the middle between interests of Serbian and Kosovo bour- 
geoisie, the priest got State support - and now from the 
money that is looted from the workers by the State one 
part is going to be used for feeding of church gang in 
Kosovo. Those who were govemment until recently, îibe- 
râl-fascist from different parties which are respecting the 
cylt of the eliminated criminal Zoran Djindjic, using the 
tragtidy that they are guilty of too, are trying to get support 
from the populâtion for their concept of. transitional 
fascism by betting on, to everybody except the bourgeoi- 
sie oblivious, dead hors of naţionalism. To betruewe have 
to say that they are doing it in one, if it is anyhow possible, 
more bizarre way. They are pushing forward, as "naţional 
interest", need of fastened integration in instruments of 
totalitarian capitalist dictatorship - NÂTO and other mili- 
tary superstructures. The very same NATO who was,cou- 
ple of ydars agOi bombarding the workers and peasants in 
our region. The very same NATO whose key State - SAD 
- is excluded from the list of States that are sued for the 
bombing during therulb of war criminal, American spy 
and anti-worker manipulator Slobodan Milpsevic. 
Government of Serbia, understanding that right-wing. con¬ 
cept df centralization cari only distanee solution of clashes 
in Kosovo staited mdaning for the decentralization of 
Kosovo; But, this time too they dorit have the power, will 
and interest to solve this problem to the end - decentrali¬ 
zation that they are talking ahout will for its end have only 
creation of smaller naţional communities - againbasedon 
. hierarchidaL nara-State. hrincinals. ; 



real freedom for populâtion in Kosovo. Triere is a need to 
go to the end with the decentralization îf we are into ope- 
niîia the dodrs of freedorri, Bâlkari confederation - confe- 



cipal to confederation of Balkan regions - is the only long 


only that kind of stmcture, based on direct-democratically 
goveming from below, will guarani the fiiture for pea¬ 
sants and workers of Balkan. Radical liberals, nongovem- 
rrienţal organişaţipn and para-libertarian organizations 
started their pale, dumb and stupid pacifistic campaign for 
bouigeoisie peaee, Peace,. peace; they are screaming like 
crows. Peace they say, while not understanding that the 
peace is only achievable by war. Class war^ which will 
destroy those ones who are exploiting, terrorizing and 
dehumanizing whole world populâtion. Those ones who 
are in power arid who are looting and tyrannizing the wor¬ 
kers and peasants eveiywhere, in Serbia, and in Kosovo, 
andin Albania, and in USA, and in Britain, and in France, 
and in Spain, and in China, arid iri Cuba, and in Germany, 
and in Australia, and iri Nigeria, and in Brazii, and in 
Mexico, and in all other countries in the world. There is a 
need for a war that will, this time for real, end all wars. 
There is a need for global libertarian revolutionî 

NO TG THE WARS BETWEEN NATTONS, 
TNGTO THE PEACE BETWEEN CLASSES! 
LONG LTVE BALKAN CONFEDERATION! 

LONG LIVE INTERNATIONAL 
SOCIAL REVOLUTION! 

In Novi Sad/Belgrade, 

Ist of April, 2004. 

Secretariat of Union confederation 
Anarclio-syndicalist iniţiative 


N®w 


After permanent problems with naţionalist, fascist or other right-wigns tendentions wit- 
hin untiîl now existing so called ‘Romanian Indymedia”, group of romanian activists 
decided to start a new project based on different princip Ies. Bellow is the new ţeammis - 
sion statement. 

Platform for Social Change 

In order to solve the problems with which we are faced as a society, we need channels of 
information and actiori, of collaboration and excharige of ideas. In Romania, there are too 
few concerted strategies, especially at the naţional level, aimed towards the elimination 
of opressive social, economic, and pojitical sfructures. Indymedia is a project that can 
facilitate the dissemination of information and the collaborations necessary for this goal 
of orgariizing for economic and social justice. 

Breaking the Media Monopoly 

In Romania, due to rather closed and rigid media, culture and grassroots politics are even 
more underrepresented than in other parts of the world. .’Free Media' finds itself at the 
lowest level since the fall of Ceausescu with the majority of newspapers, radio stations 
and tv channels being under the control of politiciâns or corporations directly affiliated 
to political parties. In local newspapers, members of peace organizations have their 
photos riext to neo-nazi skinheads, with headlines like "enemies of globalizations;" peo¬ 
ple involved in so-called 'extreme sports’ like mountain biking of skateboarding are slan- 
dered, being piresented as suicidal or potenţial criminals. As the situation worsens, ’the 
freedom of the press' becomes a necessity - but this has to be taken further: from the elir 
tes \yho pwri the convenţional media, and make it possible for everyone to become their 
own independent media, v x . 


M Alternative ţ? Media 

An alternative to the mainstream press means covcring what is usually excluded or. trivi- 

i: J 1 ^ ^ a : ,, f 1 ^ f r. • ; o O 1 rvf 



mental awareness. This changed content is important, but it is equally important to crea¬ 
te a different style from the mainstream. We wanţ to avoid becoming another channel for 
propaganda by trying instead to represent the different sides and perspectives in any con¬ 
flict and byacknowledging our own position is not 'universal.' We also affirm the right 
to have a sense of humor. Rather than becoming another news-website, we would like to 
provide a place for non-traditional and innovative content, which might include mani.fe- 
stoes for non-existent presidentş, or subreal reflections on the absurdity of daily politics. 
As a voice of an alternative society we recognize the importance of portraying not just 
the 'culture of protest' - campaigns and demonstrations against corporate globalizaţion 
and the war-economy that rules our world - but the emergencis of new values, styles of 
life, and desires. ; v • '• v M f ‘ '-ri; 

Do It Yourselfism 

The rise in new technologies and cheap consumer electronics has made possible trie 
growth of independent media production and global networks of collaboration. In prin¬ 
cipie, everyone has the power to do it themselves. In reality, cheap consumer electronics 
are not so cheap everywhere, and real inequalities of technical knowledge have not pla- 
ced media production in the hands of the vast number of people . As an organization based 
on shared. work and collaboration, we warif to prevent inequalities of knowledge - which 
iead to an atmosphere of passivity as people wait for someone else who is more 'expert' 
to do it for them. We believe in the necessity of helping each other, but the best form of 
help is not to make it a habit to produce something for others who dori't know how, but 
to pass down the knowledge and skillş so that others in the group can leam how to do it 
themselves. Members who have technical expertise are asked to help provide media, IT 
and software training for each other and for other local groups. , 

Neţworking and Cooperation 

It is not through opposition alone that altematives to. the 'world order 1 emerge, but 
through new values and new forms of cooperation. In this sense Indymedia Romania is 
not just a media experiment but a social laboratory (...) 

; ' 

You can visit the real indyiriedia romania at: 

www.imc-romania.tk românia 


(lun.fc 2.ooq) 




BAS A B A B A B IA 
HCM AN fiBOCN# 

by the crew offight back', Romania - flght_back06@yahoo.com 

On 31 st of August an artistic event was organized for the 
celebration of Romanian Language Day in Basarabia (Republic of 
Moldova). The concert was organized by a group of Romanian 
students and an N.GO. Any extremist symbol was banned, and the 
only symbol accepted was the Romanian flag (which was' abundantly 
present). One of the 9 bands who were invitedto play at this event got 
on the stage and said: "No borders, no flags"; the organizers stopped 
the show, explaining that their message was in contradiction with the 
campaign’s objective. 

The "Basarabia - Romanian Ground" campaign started 2 months 
ago in Bucharest and after it spread in other cities of Romania, being 
promoted on the internet by www.romanism.net and also by lots of 
posters and flyers with Romanian flags.... We had the iniţiative of 
distributing flyers intending to emphasize the extreme naţionalist 
nature of this event, near by. 

Bucharest crew 









'im 


For the past 15 years, on the 31 of august basarabians have 
been commemorizing the day of the romanian language - a right 
.which they where deprived from during several decades of 
communism. Millions of people had to suffer as a result of the 
imperialistic soviet pathology. Terror, hords ofrefugees, families tom 
apart forever and a border on the Prut river separating people who 
had so much in common; a border which was not the fault of the 
russians, nor of the ucrainians, nor of the jews among us, but the fault 
of an unhuman system, of the politicians and the tyrans who 
conducted it. Then, in 1991, the leaders of the same system, party 
puppets and members of the secret police, seized by the fear of l’osing 
their positions, transformed themselves into the defenders of the 
"moldavian state" and helped by the "party colleagues" - themselves 
obedient children of Moskow - have established this illegitimate 
border in the defavour of romanians on both sides instead of 
removing it. 

During these 15 years in which Basarabia has served as a 
battlefield for the 2 oposed trends: the romanian patriotism (political 
hypocrisy for some, natiohalistic idealism for others) and ideological, 
political and cultural post-soviet expansionism (which had influenced 
on the same level the moldavian separatism, the hate against 
•romanians from Romania and the pro-imperialistic opinions). The 
nationalistic political forces from Chisinau, Bucharest and the 
imperialistic ones from Moskow have continuously fed this conflict - 
neglecting with rudeness the misery and poverty in which most of the 
moldavian people îive in; they have manipulated succesfully the 
sensitivity of the people regarding several historical atrocities in 
order to induce interethnical hate among basarabians. 


The fruits of 111 ll| jfrŞh 

the colonial soviet 
politics on one side 

patriotism on the 

establish 

relationsships, 1 

friendships, ' ; ' ' 

families on ground 

of ethnical reasons. A more horrible thing is happening in 
Transnistria: romanians and russians alltogether govemed by a pro- 
Kremlin gang who hate both romanians and russians from Moldavia, 
only because they are "moldavians". 

A solidarity with the romanians beyond the river Prut, who were 
' declared naţional minority by the communist govemment is indeed a 
must, but campaigns as "Basarabia - romanian ground" - which 
promotes a xenophobic term: "românism" (judjing by the content of 
the site www.romanism.net) will only aggravate the problem, 
creating premises for extremism, mainly if we consider the 
promotion of this campaign in the Moldavian Republic - a state with 
a population which is much more ethnical heterogenious than whole 
■Romania. 

Go in Basarabia, talk to the people there, to romanians, russians, 
bulgarian ucrainians, rroma, jews, talk to the ones from home about 
Basarabia, don’t îet the interests of the politicians trom here and there 
or from Moskow - who are preoccupied only with their own survival 
- influence your opinions and to gain the hate among you by Winning 
another vote. We can abolish the borders only through bilateral 
efforts, on both sides. 

. It is important that we realize we do not need patriotism to save 
us from the ones next to us: even if russians, hungarians, bulgarians 
or serbians. AII these people as the ones from Romania do not need 
19th century nationalistic retorics in order to live better. 

Our spiritual escape, is not ROMÂNISM. Our future is 
cosmopolite, and our escape lies in ourselves. Patriotical ideas have 
only brought us conflicts and bloodsheds. Our homeland is the whole 
world and our colors are all colorsl No borders! 




The iniţiative of an alternative group from both sides of the Prut. 

(oă. looG) 



On the lOth of december, the day of 
internaţional human rights, a march 
caîied "Reclaim the night" for the 
rights of women and homosexual 
victims of violence, took place. The 
march was organized by the 
Coalition of Women of the 8th 
March and by Emahcypunx and 
other organizations fighting against 
violence against : women. 
www.oska.org.pl 

* * * 

BULGARIA 

Anti NATO/Anti war protest 
• " SOFIA 

On llth January 2004, group called 
Avtonomna Bezvlastmcheska Grupa 
Aharkhos'Protiva f eondueted a; 
picket in front of the Bulgarian 
Defence Ministry, to demand: 

* The immediate feturn of the 
Bulgarian military contingent fmjtâfc 
Iraq 

* No U.S. and NATO military bases 
on Bulgarian territoiy 

* No membership of Bulgaria in 
NATO 

There were about 60 peo¬ 
ple at the protest, who shouted slo- 
gans and gave out leaflets. 
Bulgărians are people , not soldiers! 
* * * 

LITHUANIA 

LNP rascist influances grows 
SIAULIAI 

Chairman of radical right-wing 
Lithuanian Nationaldemocrat pariy 
(LNP) and (suprise) a chairman of 
Public order committee of Siauliai 
city Mindaugas Murza, mentioned 
in the previdus issue of ABfB, con- 
tinues to shoek. The last hit of LNP 
was madc on local Jews society 
during their New Year celebration. 
First, big menorah in the centre of 
Siauliai was demolished, but LNP 
denied their participation. Then, 
during a tradiţional cererriony near 
restored menorah, LNP supporters 
(about 10 people) shouted and held 
banners with anti-Jews şlogans. 
Police found no reasoh to stop LNP 
action, so the ceremony went under 
pressure and insultş of neo-nazi 
supporters. Local activişts inform 
that more and more nazi skinheads 
appearing on the streets of Siauliai. 
Next shocking news, that Street 
hooligans started to dreşs like nazi 
skinheads. Local autonomous cen¬ 


tre Bendradarbei was attacked by 
nazis once. 

* * * 

TURKEY 

Sţruggle of seif organized PTT 
ISTANBUL 

Sub-contracted workers of 
Bahcelievler PTT who are organi¬ 
zed in BIS* (Allied Workers Trade 
Union) started their şfrike on 
October 17 y 2003 demanding 
impfovement of uujust and preca- 
rious working condiţiona including 
hm wages, missed paid leave* 
absence of occupational safeîy, 
deprivation of social rights and a 
broad range of abuses. Despite poli¬ 
ce repressioş, striking workers are 
carrytng on their resistance. JBIS, 
the trade union in whîch workers 
were organized wa$ rechntly closed 
by a court decision. Friday on 
December 2.6, 2003 a solidarity 
concert was organized in Bosphorus 
University with musical groups like 
Gnip Yorum, Hilmi Yarayici and 
Yasar Kurt to pro vide physical and 
moral support for the striking wor¬ 
kers. 

The sţruggle. of the workers trade 
union to gain humane working con- 
ditions, which began on October 
17th, 2003, was filmed by "llth 
fhesis Cinematography Workshop" 
and made into a documentary called 
"Bread Sţruggle" (Ekmek Davasi). 

*[Ed. note: BIS (Allied Workers 
Trade Union - Birlesjk Iscx 
Sendikasi) as the only base union of 
Turkey was founded in 2001 
August by 35 workers and from the 
very beginning declared itş accep- 
tance of a kind of management 
depending on the iniţiative of the 
common members. Although the 
union legally has a managing com¬ 
mittee, it is in fact controlled 
through the active participation of 
its members. Despite it's probibition 
by the 3rd labor court of lstanbul on 
December 16th, 2003* workers who 
were organized in BIS are carrying 
on their sţruggle/ Sub-contracted 
workers are continuing their wildcat 
strike and holding out in a resi- 
stance tent in front of PTT 
Bahcelievler Distribution and 
Handling Ceiiter.’ 

* # * 

ROMANIA 

Review of Romanian 


publications 

"Letjs take a look at 3 romanian 
radical zines... acmally, from what i 
know, the only ones.... 

URA (HATE) zine 
#9 "Our respeet and honour for 
Romania - The Prison"; "State and 
Freedom"; "Making punk a threat 
again” (interview with several 
anonimous local punx); 
•'"Romaniaphobia"; "Mat^c 
Marxism Communism" + transla 
tions of lyrics and quotes. 

#l:0 "Fuck the system"; "Romania, 
prison for migrants"; 

"Comproftiised^^ interview”; "Crisis 
period’h "Justice'VThe compromise 
or the alternative*'; "Buming Terra"; 
1 -About freedom"; "Explosive 
Komunique" + lyrics & quotes. 

#11 "Siţuationist manifesto"; "A 
finished man" - G.Papini; "Polish 
anarchism in first half of 20 centu- 
ry"; "Chechenya"; "Kurdistan" + 
lyrics & quotes. 

#12 "The sacred, the violence & the 
blood"; "Anarchism and christiani- 
ty"; "Orthodox christian" - a poem; 
"The night disolves the bodies, but 
the day - the soul; Punk undead - 
Gothic"; "The empire bf the spirit 
and the Empird of the Cesar"; 
"Deadly malady"; "Holy war" + 
lyrics and quotes. . 

LOVE RILLS (DRAGOSTEA 
UCIDE) libertatero@yahoo.com 
libertatera@yahoo;com . 

#1 "This îs not a Iove story - edito- 
: rial"; "The stumbling road of the 
Black Flag"; "Woman in anarchism: 
Emma Gotdman"; "Woman in 
punk: Lydia Lunch"; "Woman in 
action: Rote Zora"; "Animal 
Liberation Front"; 

#2 "This is not a Iove story - edito¬ 
rial"; "State and society"; "WOman 
in anarchism: Sofia ‘Perovskaya"; 
"Woman in punk: Patti Smith"; 
"Woman in action: interview with 
Rote' Zora"; "Earth Liberation 
Front". 

#3 "This is not a Iove story - edito¬ 
rial"; "The origins of anarchism"; 
"Woman in anarchism: Lucy 
Parsons"; "Woman in punk: Nina 
Hagen"; "Woman in action: 
Wimminls Fire Brigade"; "The ide- 
ology of E.L.F.". 


REVOLTA! 

aactivistcollective@yahoo.cpm 
#1 "Why a passport for an Europe 
without borders?"; "NoBoder Câmp 
în Timişoara"; "Anarchists against 
war in Timişoara and Craiova"; 
"Direct 

Action"; "The essence of anar¬ 
chism"; "The spirit of revolt" - 
PiRrdpotkin; "Class War - inter¬ 
view"; "Black Bloc"; "About anar¬ 
chists in Poland"; "Anarchist mee- 
ting and Antiborder Câmp in 
Poland"; "Principie of freedom";. 
"Anarchism or terrorism?"; "Oi 
Polloi - interview" + others... 

#2 "16 october - International day 
of fight against McDonalds - in 
Romania"; "What is fascism?"; 
"The ceaushist fascism of WC 
Tudor"; "Communism naţiona¬ 
lism"; "Capitalism, fascism and car 
culture"; "Origins of fascism in 
Romania - the Tron Guard"; "Press 
realease about the 7. prisoners in 
Greece"; "First 5 anti-anarchists in 
Serbia"; "Errico Malatesţa"; 
"Ricardo Flores Magon"; 
"Anarchists and the Sil tragedy"; 
"Are anarchists dahgerous?"; 
"Antimilitarist report from Turkey"; 
"The keepers of the seed - anoni- 
mous palestinian peom" f others... 

#3 "Living from HC-punk"; "Food 
Not Bombş in Romania - food 
revolts"; "Punk manifesto"; "Haos 
(punk/hc from RO) - interview); 
"Facts..."; "Police mbrutality"; "Out 
there, in the middle of the world... 
life in polish . menţal hospitals"; + 
others not decided yet 

The editbrs of the zines (in case 
They donjt put us in jail) prepare 
some hard-hîtting stuff for march 
(split zine LoveKilis / Revolta!) and 
may (URA / Revolta!). The march 
zine has a special focus on women 
issues and may issue has a special 
focus on workers issues. Editors of 
the zines would appreciate very 
much contributipns from anyone, 
on the special issues but alsb, on 
other issues you might consider 
worth putting in our zines. Also 
contributions are not needed only 
for march-may issues, but for îon- 
ger period of time. Contributions 
can go from political to cultural, 
anarchism or punk, art or 
protest,etc. You might keep in mind 
that we. hate autoritharian, sexisf 
homophobic, racist and fascist 
stuff! îl. 
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Before câmp fere will be demo in 
Bialystok. Groups or mdtviduals, which 
are wiîhng to hdp in preparation of the 
câmp al any levei please contact FA 
(Anarchist Federation) Bialystok. We 


Staiting with the mid 80’s, Europe staited 
to show it'ş border regime and legislation. . 
In 1990 Schengen convention was adbp- 
ted, by which common standards on migra¬ 
tion policy were established for all member 
States. AJl the countries in the European 
Union, except UK and Ireland, signed this 
agreement. Staiting with that moment, asy- 
lum seekers from outside EU could ask for 
asylum onîy in the country they succeded 
to reach. This thing made it impossibîe for 
immigrants to choose freely the resident 
country in conformity with, for example, 
the language they 7 knew to speak or the 
place where their famiHy or friends were. 

Planbf action 

In 9-15 June, Timişoara, a city placed in the 
west of Romania, near the borders with 
Hungary and Yugoslavia, will be the scene 
of the first Noborder câmp in Romania. 
This câmp will mean 7 days of actions, 
discussions and woikshops around ţhe cen¬ 
tral problem - freedom of movement and 
estabîishment for everybody. The câmp 
aims to unite activists, imigrants and altists 
from aHaver Romania and Europe, to cre¬ 
ate an environement for commimication, 
exchange of informations and debates 
about migration and border regime. 
NoBoider Timişoara wiH be a practicai 
demonstration of collectiVe and partici- 
pants abiUities of organisation and admini- 
strahon of their own actions duiring the 
câmp, on non-hierarhical basis and self- 
, management. This attemt asks for everybo- 
dy's active participation, the câmp being 
planned as a diy project. . 

Main actions thatwill take place: 
discussions, woikshopş, working groups; 
video projections; concerts; direct action; 
petformance paitics, discussion points like: 

* freedom of movement - fundamental, 
human i ight; UN high commandament for 
remgees ■ . 

*Schengen Information System - "electro¬ 
nic borders", social control. 

What is the SIS? 

SIS is the central piece in the the border 
regime in Schengen region. projected for 
centralisation of the dates conceming 
immigrants and refugees control, SIS is 
used also now for search and find the peo- 
ple considered "dangerous". AH 13 mem¬ 
ber States of schengen agreement are parti¬ 
cipante in the SIS under legal but also logi¬ 
stic aspects. Altough UK and Ireland are 
nota part of schengen space and so they are 
not part of the same visa regime, an offici- 
al raport shows that the two countries have 
a in EUs efforts of stopping ilegal migra- 
tion and organised crime. 

SIS data base contains reeordings made in 
each EU member state, agencies from EU 
countries being interconnected through 
thousands of terminals, this thing aHovvs 
fem to persons wanted for deportation or 
arrest, or suspected for being a danger for 
naţional security and for public order. 
These data base contained at the end of 
year2001,10541271 reeordings, incîuding 
also between 1.3 and 6 millions of names. 
Siemens and Nixdorf and BuU rpup have 
projected and offer for SIS infrastucture 
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and also ţhe soft inţerface, and sema group 
istheone who's providingfe SIS manage¬ 
ment. 

In the present SIS 2 is being projected, 
which wil aliow identifreation with the 
DNA and biometric reeordings (recogni- 
sion by the iris),the dates held by SIS are 
available for Europol and Eurojust, The 
number of the new entries in SIS increased 
seiiouslv after september 11 2001. 

Migration, globalisation, work 
Detention centers for imigrants, imigrants 
rights, internaţional legislaition regarding 
imigraîion, romanian îegislation regarding 
migration, detention centers for immigrants 
in Romania 

Refugees and imigrants are some of the 
most vulnerable members of society. The 
number of asylum seekers in the detention 
centers has grown very much overthe past 
years. People who are noi suspected for 
commiting âny crimes are locke dwithout 
trials, many times for many months, in 
detention centers which are actually prisoris 
from aU points ofview. The incarceration is 
subjective, arbitrary, ilegal, useless arid 
unjust. People who have done nothing 
wrong are locked away for undefinite peri- 
ods waiting for the beureaucratics procee- 
dures for solving their problems and 
demands. Asylum seekers are put iri dome¬ 
stic prisons, facing inhuman treatment, 
racism and segregation. 

Capitalism, corporale politics, UE 

enlargement, the WEF, FMI, G8 
The leaders of the (capitalist) World are pie- 
aching about a so-caUed "war without 
ending’ who’s destination is to protect 


western values and civilisation, to justifv , - 
feyr miHtary actions and the support they , 
offer to opressive regimes. 

In the nme of protecting "our way of life", 
through militaiy campaigns, they are actu- | 
aHy tiying to get unrestricted acces for 
western Corporation to all resurces they 
rieed. Through internaţional financial and 
trade institutions like the IMF, worid bank, 
WTO, the west takes advantage ofC^co- 
nomic domination and power to impose the 
rest of the world politics which will favori- 
ze theyr interests, leaving behind nations 
sinking in debts and poveity. As a conse- 
quance, people from this kind of places , 
brought to poveity by western exploitaîion, 
are being forced to leave, to imigrate loo- 
king for a better life, nsking perseciition 
anddeath. 

PoUution, animal rights 

Lead by their needs arid desfres to achieve 
always more pio|îts and bigger ones, capi- 
tatism exţends globally, resulting in a pro- 
cess of degradation of the environement in 
it’s way. Abusi ve exploitations of ţhe naural 
isourees, together with poUution and car¬ 
bon emissions have determined rapid chan- 
ges in the global climate, more and more 
people being forced to leave theyr home- 
lands because of floods, deforestations, arid 
ofer forms of environement destruction. 
We're witnessess of the mass extinction of 
many animal and plant species - of the eco- 
system. 


(^.r. 2.003) 
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bf protest now when aii mainstream media are 

;pn NATO integration. We were forced to coliabo- 
rate with a troskist-marxist organization called 

fithers of this organization are frîends of ours 



g and working on the 
ptacards C.A.F. was very active. In 
jhe. beguining we were not very enthuziastic 

■ cause we thought we couid not say what we 
mted. But iostead we compîeted the job so the 
hecame more anarchist than reformist; But 
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hali fmmmhpU, less than 10 trostets and the 

to become moie invoîved in anarcho-punk move- 
tnent). The flags were red and black arid the peo- 
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pâtedand wereinterested abont anarchîsm. Ibis is 
good for our "ghetto" but is good also for public 
ppmioh beeause? even IF we can not chnage their 
ideas about the war at leasţ we change our di stor- 
sed image. Now they see us îtke an well organized 
group and for ibis maybe they respect us more. Is 
important io say that the majority of people on the 
strebt wasr not agaînst us , c - K 4 " i 
Our reaily friends from aactivist eoîlective were 
very unhappy beeause they beîived the media give 
any attention to the troskists. Portunateiy massme- 
dia is interested " oniy about anarchisls" And this 
tune the iocal tv made a good report, another tv 
station called us nostalgic liippies but they are noi 
against us.We wilftry to keep the people mobili- 
zed and ” angryA A" A v \ ;> • v . A: ‘ -AA; A\ 


. Craiova)",.'' 


As i said, there was 
planned a march for 
peace; in the eiţy, on 
ţhe 15th of march and 
the student organisa- 
tion-fooled us and got 
no autori sation.. So, 
here we are in front a 
hard decission. 
Should we go on ilegal demo or not. And the ans- 
wer was: Hell yes! So we prepare for the action. In 
. the previoiis night at the punk concert there were 4 
secret agents, and that was a sign from them.that 
they will not stop there. 

The authqrised march was supposed to start at 
: 13:00 in front of the uni verşi ty and go through the 
town. So, we decide we will still keep that as a con- 
vergence point, and after go to center and have a 
smaller march, without blocking cars and just lea- 
fleting and having banners and flags. Morning 
hours were a pairi, cause people from the student 
organisation called by chiefs of the police got so 
seafed that they would . keep us all time on ţhe 
. phone. '\r, A^;y>H ; A'... 

We şaid we ştill go there, but beeause ţhe cooking 
part was going hard, we decided that we should go 
and say ţo the people who will come to the univer- 
şity that the demo will. be delayed untill after the 
Food not bombs action A ’r 
Going in front of the university we found one big 
surprise. The'place wâs full with police. We spreâd 
arround so that WC cân let people know that mee- 
ting point hasbhanged. We managed to announce 
some of the people, but not all.. We also met one of 
the people from ţhe student NGQ who fucked us. 
He was all pale and he said that he had convers- 
tions on the phpne with police chiefs for more than 
one hour. He was begging us not to protest, not to 
put out banners, not to do anyţhing. hehe! He said 
3 big chiefs of the police WhefC there and there is a 
big mobilisatiori from the pqlice. 

Anyway, so we announce as many people as we 
can, it seemed that more people preferd ţo come at 
the f.n.b. actions than at the march, We got back to 
the cooking place sb, that We discuss new strategies 
for the action. people from CAF (Craiova anarho 
front) and the REVOLUTIONSHOP group, from 
craiova were here bffering theyr help for the action 
and preparation. Their support was heartening for 
all, of us here. There we discussed and realised that 
there is nb way we could do the march at all and ... 
we should focuse on the food not bombs, which 
together with our week of leafleting would make 
some sense and worth the material and Financial 
help. : •: -'Av.' > •"■■ •>.' •. . A. 

There were in the square where we did the food not * 

‘ bombs action some 50 people who camed there for 
the action and also - about 20 Street kids/people 
which we haye gathered from the streets. We put 
the banners up the sorounding walîs and a friend 
was playing the guitar. Everything was ok, untill 
the First sign appeared... 

The chief of a gendarmerie team camed to us. He 
asked that he wanted to ţaîk to the îeader of the 
group. We said we have no Îeader. He said that . 
somebody would better asume this role. So our 
hippy-guitar friend went and gave his id and said 
whât's about.The discussions Went great. The 
"jandarm" said he is glad that we have iniţiative 
and even if we don't have any autorisation he will 
send to boys of his team to protect us from the 
eventual fury of some potenţial people who would 
hate our stance. He said that we will start to shout 


or do other "stupid 1 ' things disturbing the order and 
neighbors he and his team will act imediately; 

We, were so amazerî about what we heard and we 
went on with the sharing of food and feeling good. 
All things went good untill the food was. almost 
gorie, and a police (not gendarmerie!.!!) Car came. 
This time there were 6 policemen who jumped out 
and asked ţhe same quesţion. Who js your Îeader? 
So the. story went almost the same. The hippy 
friend said what he told to the other guy, other peo¬ 
ple also went there and explained that the action is 
cjose to the end and we will spon go. The poliman 
said that they wanţ to protect us from eventual 
aggressions from the other people who might pick 
on us beeause of the.way^e look or whateverv And 
that he respects what we’re^doing but we need to 
finish soon beeause they have a lot of missions and 
they are doing volunfary work there and are free- 
zing. • ' :' r ' A.. , ’A'A ; 

So we say that we finish soon and go home with a 
fîfth Food not bombs action with no problems. In 
very few minutes ahother police car camed and a 
very big chief came out. He gave some orders and 
a policemen asked for our Ip%, of everybQdy. The 
people who had none could go home,And they 
were not happy that so many of us gave the lD s to 
them (maybe beeause ;of too much paper vworkl!!). 
Anyway, some people got theirs back and others 
not. What happened next? 19 people got fmes of 
1.500.000 and one got 1.700.000, meaning about 
45 euro per person. That comes în a situation 
where almost everybody was unemployed, sţudent 
or whatever thing with no job . and that’s iri a coun- 
try where the average salary iş 100$. 

The action was clearly a poliţical one, and if small 
policemen understood and were not pissed for 
giving free food tb the people, the chief carne with 
clear orders from above and decided to punish 
some of the people there, so that they will remind 
this thing for the rest of theyr lifes: "You have the 
right to express your opinion, whenever we want!”. 
People gathered after in a pub and discussed the 
problem, and the abc românia is officiaHy sţarted at 
this action. After spending a lot of their time and 
material and emoţional resources peop^p^ere still 
glad about the action and have no fear of the mes- 
sage from the state, people got more solidaiity with 
the aactiv-ist collective arid will join fuţure.actions. 
the police repression didn't make us weaker, but 
stronger and we woii't stop here. 

ABC meeting will take place on monday and deci¬ 
şi ons will be made there. we will fight all the'way 
with all legal methods and only as a last choice we 
will pay the fines, which go up to 450 euros (!). 
there might be needed for help with 2 pefsbns who 
admited their fact (breâking the law with intention .. 
of disrupting public order) by mistake arid beeause 
of no trust to romanian justice. We will rieed some 
money, cause this people are students and have no 
job, so, please spread this news around and if peo¬ 
ple can help us with Financial difficulties, please 
get in touch. Also, there are 2 ways of going tb 
court. one individually and having personal trials, 
and this way there are 90% chances to solve the 
fines with no money. and the second one is that we 
go and make a common complain arid go fo the 
media and stuff. this will lead to futture complica- 
tions that might end with bigger trouble and money 
spent for lawyers and stuff. ABC groups if they 
could give some advices, it would be great ţo get in 
touch and give some suggestions. 


(Apn2< 
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Abolishing the Borders from Below 


INTERVIEW MADE VVITH THREE 
Ipeople WORKING IN Timinsoara 

pavilionul32@yahoo.com 


jjg| you work an? §|gf j§ J 

woric te an ecoîogist, NGO, 
aw^iv^^/l^e ^l^ej area of Timişoara. In the 
cultarafr centre INCA I am more into the ■ 
so much in these 
tbebreticâlview$3 >i7H 


almost 2 years, so we don't have any political 
feedback. The things we do is something like 
the work of survivors, it's mostly to proof if 
we are stil! aiîve. - 7 

Any plâns to get out of this how vou caii 
it "lethafgy"? , ' 


L„ different groups m Romania, I play __ in 2j 
^Şail^ working and organizing concerts for 
bands. Ţogether with a fe w of our ffiends we 
centre ÎNCĂ, some 
months Sgo we had a campaign to save this 
place'from city evietion. Away from'this.1 
work on â littîe fanzine,published from time 

; r” f - i ^ ^. 

4 itf issUes direâed% 

but not; onîy.r Some months ago waşi 
happening the first "iove kilîs festival",^ 
which waspromotingfemalepunk bands and 

a meetxng with some girls from Timişoara, 
Bucarest and Craiova, to better organiza this 
festival and raake it in different cities. Also 
we want to set up a common fanzine with 
tppics for example medical issues, like drug 
use and his effects and aggression related 
.-sţuff like this- t ' ' V, 

How is the scene working here, what is 
going on in the moment? How is the 
, accepîance for your work? ■ : :^ 7; v ;v ■ .7 -. 

Here not much happening at aii from our 
point of view, but depends from which side 
of the glass you look, because there are stiil 
actions and projects happening, but it is not 
highly organized or a solid politica! 
background. And now we teaîized that we 
are in a littîe state of iethargy or whatever in 
the city, that’s why we don’t have something 
like a clash with the măiestream cu î tu re and 
can’t gather some point of views from the 
normal people, cause we don’t do 
sîreetactions- In the past we did some good 
actions on the streets right now it stopped for 


The Romanţau scene is gettîng bigger, 
two years ago I_ didn't know more about 
people in fast Braşov and Bucaresfrnbw it’s 
developing friuch; moţe^Now 
time was ; '%inşi&ig^?^|e^n witibt * 

radical- peopîe with 

preference^andhînvolvemeht building and 
creating an alternative scene, I think it’s the 
4th or 5th "naţional" rheetmg, we discussed a 
‘‘ lot/ând^for the fest tMe^we»haye more 

secdnd meetteg in 2 mpnths,^giîp|^wiji start;; 
to organize on' a; : îbciaI 
ideas 'and. siaterhents, we Iwtll buiid a 
complex in internet to exchange these ideas 
and to see if we cah unite aîl the groups and 
î'projectsfrn-^ a 

common newspaper. First issue should be 
like a representation issue, to, see how the 
people react and then continue, ' 

7 fHowyis i t '■ wi lh your . con tac tş over 
borders? f - .7 . . ' 

I think Timişoara is one of the places 
where rnost of the action:exist cause of this 
cooperatîon, we have ddne maybe 7 or 10 
streetactions, during the hoîe years, maybe it 
was leafleting or food not bombs and so on, 
ahvays with involvement of foreign people. 
Maybe some one was traveiling here or 
visiting from other counîry at the moment. 
So it is really important for people in 
Romania cause it takes you out of the feeling 
of being a loneîy freak in a strânge society 
and makes you think there are other freaks in 
the worîd and we always can continue the 
collaboration otherwise. 

You know somehow of an anarchist 


Romaniăn hisiory, some selforganized 
aniiauthoritarian struggles or something 

[■■equal?- : ~,.,g-^ z i j|| - Jg §Ş1 ..Î'L p \ 

I tried to work a bit on this kind of issue. 
But so much I don’t know about this, once I 
get an anarchist newspaper from Germany 
on the backside there was an article about 
arrested anarchists in Bucarest, in Bucovina 
this is in a region in the south of Ukraine 
which belonged before to Romania, and 
some people in Bucarest. So 10 peopîe where 
arrested. I came in touch with this people 
from CIRA in Switzerland, an Information 
centre about the anarchist moVement, they 
have sent us some old books, Romanian 
anarchist books from the 30's, this was some 
translations from Malatesta, Rropotkin, 
Bakunin and stuff like this. From what I 

publishers,.' ' • which pubîished 

workingclassbooks for really cheap, 
something îike 25 cents. But we şti 11 have to 
digg much more and soon teey will open the 
files/of the secret police, maybe ifs possible 
to find out much more detaiîs. ' 

. • ; But ’for the moment we know for sure 
theie where activities in the south of 
Ukraine, in Bucarest, Malatesta was a bit in 
Romania. So there are some traps, there 
where some activities and one of the 
pubîished books was even about repression 
stuff, how the poiice arrested one of the 
comrades, kind of introduction in 
antirepression work. ./■ ■ 7 -;' 

Are there some kind of 
aharchosyndikalisî organisations working 
these âays? 

The only effort in direction anarchism 
smee the 90 F s just anareho-punk people 
working on it There are people with other 
radical ideas and tendencies towards 
anarchism but mostly just in theoretical 
discussions, in Universities or internet, but 
they are not into organizing. I 
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INTERVIEW WITH THREE ACTIVISTS FRORl'X. 

k INIŢIATIVA AUTONOMA C.A.F. ) 

Craiova 

How is ţhescene in Craiova? 

The scene is very little, our group is now 6 or 7 people, just 2 girls. 

, the moment we work on some translations, cause we need to have 
materials, means anarchist literature in Rornariian language. We have 2 
anarchopunk-zineş. One is about woman, woman in punk and 
anafchisrh. We try to tâke attitude about what's happening in oiir tgwn 
and sometimes we make an action, for ex ample in the European an ti- 
racist week and things like this. But we are very few, ofteri we dori't 
have enough money to go forward with what we want. We try io get in 
contact with young people on the Street, not especially with punks like 
in ţhe past. Sometimes studenţs and normal people on the streets are' 
interested in our âctions. 

How is it : geiting along with normal 1 people? Is it diffîcuit, Jpr 
example more accepted or dangerous to make leajleting andposiering? 

It’s not dangerous but in Craiova people are very ignorant, but we 
şti 11 have passipn. Sometimes the young people look ât us how we are 
ciressed, so we try to dreşş riormally ori our actions to have a closer 
cOnriecţion with ; people. But all the time people are agree with our 
points of view, for example at an action against the borders, when ţhe 
Romanian authority's make new laws, many Romanian worker iri the 
European Union can not go back, so they destroy families. Everybody 
agreed with us and even ţhey asked us why we don't start an NCj 6 to 
make a big project about this. It's hard for us to make this, but maybe 
>yith their help, we told. theiri. All the tiriie we had interesting 
dişcussioris with the people on*the Street. When people get aggressive 
for; example aţ a postering action we try to not talk to -them and try to 
pass, to speak with riiore open-minded people. 

When your activities started? - 

Ţhe group exists since 10 years, but before we were a very large 
group, we were even an NGO called "Underground Movement 


Craipya", It was an anarchopunk movement, by the time getting more 
and more involved in politics, we try to become more anti-seki^ţ anti- 
racişt. Some punks didnt agree with that, causefhey didn't know whaţ 
anarchopunk means, cause of ţhe lack of information in Craiova aţ the 
beginning like in whole Romania; We just find something about 
anarchism in some dictionaries and try to read books, but these where 
old boOks written in the so called communist times, so it was very hard 
to understand. So ffom the beginning was really hard, many people left 
us, because they don’t agree with these ideas. After that we try to remain 
a group, try to put in action our ideas, some propaganda and some 
actions on the Street because there is to much racişm for example:.. to 
much false politics and we must do something to show our people 
something else, some alternative is possible. 

Howyou work you have regular meetings?. Ţ: 

We meet aţ least once a week, we tried to become closed ifiends, 
cause if we are just 7, 8 people we can work like that Maybe jn ţhe 
future when we are more people we change our meetings but at the 
moment we meet at orie of our apartments or a pub. During the^ week 
we cari go in one of the pubs in our neighjbourhood cause it’s quiet there. 

How are you connecţed in whole Romania, how is it working? 

We support each otherwe helpour friends inthe othercities, they 
help us, for example with our zirieş and translations . And meet iri the 
internet people from other cities, who ask us to send them materials. So 
we sepd stuff to almost 10 towns in Romania to. people- asking^iahput'' 
our material. For example, orie replied us that ţhey will copy some stuff 
to give it to other people and maybe they will set up their own group. 
We try m colîaborate more With other cities in the future;'We can not 
travel so much outside of Roţnania, but all the time when we get in 
touch with soniebddy we invite thern to come. So this is our conriection 
ţvith Europe and even America. They help us very much with maţeriaîs 
arid things they cari sendto us. • • ' v 

Our plan for the future is to make a Romanian movemenţ, to 
colîaborate more with other cities, to make meetings all 2 months, to 
make planş^ make some big action on the Street, to make a'zine that 
represeriţ all of us! / > 


You can conctact ţhem at: 

INITI ATI VA AUTONOMA C. A, F. 
1 i b e rtate r o @ y a h o o. c o m 
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INTERVIEW W1TH FOUR ACTIVISTS FROM SUBTERAN COLLECTIVE IAŞI 


fiow is your group working? 

We startcd this group in 2004, it is cal led 
the subteran collective. Wc knew each other 
pemwally and from the internet We didn’t 
have contact so much, but wc saw that we 
where into the same things interested and 
startcd to thing about ideas to work together, 
lîttie by littlc. First we startcd with this 
campaign for Virgil Sahleanu, this trade 
union activist vvas killed 5 years ago. We 
colleeted some in format ion and made a îittle 
booklct, about his work and his death. We 
went outside and gave it to people, people 
were really amazed, they totalîy forgot 
about hun and how he did. They were really 
happy about this, that we hke young people 
remember this. Aîter we 
startcd an other action, we 
tried to thmk about a fanzine. 
to spread some infos bere 

When we meet the First 
time, 1 was really amazed by 
meeting people in the same 
city, vvho think in the way 1 
do. The First action was a 
greaî cxpenence. ca usc e\ en 
by our small possibihties, 
putting some money together, 
vvhat cost maybe the cost of a 
paeket of cigarcttcs, wc vi 

cop ied some papers and had . *;,/ ^ 

some contacts with some 4 

normal people. Here even tf 
you do some papers you don’t 
get so much good respond, 
cause everybody thinkş its 
just advertising. So you hand 
out some papers on the Street, 
people throw it a way, you 
make some fanzines and sell 
it very cheap, nobody wants 
to by them. Sometimes this 
stuff is not so constructive cnough, cause 
you do not fee] the presence, that people are 
not really communieating with you. There 
was no answer from the pcuple. So 
everything should be in two ways, you 
bctter spread some Information and people 
should come to you with the notion "Hey 
you are stupid" or "Hey J'm not agreeing 
with you". So that it not stops by the stuff we 
do, we are trying to collaborate with NGOs 
and with cultural centres, because we are not 
so many. 

Wc don’t have any real structure, cause we 
are friends sometimes we often meet each 
other in a week and maybe sometimes don’t 
meet each other for one or two weeks. 

How big is your group now and what 


you see in general about the anarchist 
scene around bere? 

This is like a joke. The group are these 4 
people you can sce, sometimes people 
which agree with you and it comes to a 
certam campaign, not exact!y when it comes 
to anarchist ideas, we are the onl/ones vvho 
go in the different issues. We have different 
people to collaborate with when it comes to 
certain things.. 

How is it with cooperativii and 
exchange, actions, ideas with other 
Romani an groups? 

Here everybody is separated you can not 
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create a leftist alternative which could 
include environmental groups, gay rights 
organisation and NGO which work with 
minorities, just a mass which works with all 
of this stuff. 

A lot of anarchist groups can not imagine 
our collaboration with NGOs, so in one way 
they cannot take advantage of our 
experience there, After this meeting in 
Timişoara, I only trust this somehow 
collaboration and meetings, when I see 
something materialized. Jt's interesting to 
have exchange with people from Craiova 
and Timişoara, cause 2 years ago there was 
a strong movement. Ti 11 now we had not 
such a good communication, but they have 
totally other experiences, It would be much 
more effective to have for example one kind 


of action or campaign in different cities at 
the same time, The people could realize that 
we not just exist in one city. 

Is there any exchange with people over 
borders? 

There is a big importance in the internet 
for us, cause here in Moidowa is a strânge 
mentality. The people even don’t understand 
our kind of activism, every thing Is 
orientated on money. Once we did an action 
againsţ McDonalds in front of it, the people 
came askcd us why we do this and who paid 
us, if we came from 
Kenntucky FriedChic ken. 

For us ifs two different ways to get in 
communication over borders, 
the contact wjth people from 
; the East is much more 

' f uncomplicated, cause they 

have to face mostly the same 
problems. The contact with 
vvest is more about what 
problems we will have in the 
future. 

What kind of perspectives 
you have? 

Being into the left here is 
really hard cause you got no 
/ :" anarchist traci it ion and you 

also got the politica! stuff 
‘ before 89', what vvasn’t real 
communist. For the people if 
they try to understand us, it is 
really hard for them, they do 
not have a strong opinion 
what’s left, they just got the 
totalitari an ideas and some 
naţionalism, no politica! 
consciousness. 

We give our materials to friends, listen to 
anarchopunk music, try to spread the idea in 
this way, making screenprints, showing 
documentaries from time to time. We just try 
to preşent an idea, they have to judge by 
themselves, just to awake some interest. 
Mostly it is working with the music, First the 
people start to enlarge their few of music 
and then they start to think more about 
concepts of social life, the structures and the 
base of our şociety, so is kind of hard. Then 
they start to read maybe some fanzines and 
get in contact with some real issues. 


Subteran Collective 

SUBTERAN_IASI @ YAHOO.CO M 
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, When did youstart here in Bucharest, what are your 
activities? 


3 years ago we started as a bunch of ffiends, we try 
to get organized some how, had a namedgroup, but ' 
now the things changed some how. But we are still the 
same group, before we just had a not really serious 
name to let the people recognize that there are people 


there was a little response cause of so much people 
on the streets. During the second and thitd 
demonstration, there were some people in the city hali 
to talk with the mâyor. The forth one was wiţh just 50 
people. After a time the topic disappeared from the 
media, there was no news, so we think the killirig goes 
silently on. The thing is there is a big industry behind 
it, they are using the bones, they are using the skin, 


Interview with two activists 


from Bucharest 


trying to do something. 


We meet regularly in private places. Mostly we just 
do small actions like posters and flyers, recently we 
did some stuff against a naţionalist campaign 
Basarabia pamant romanesc (Basarabia Romanian 
tenitoiy), in which we trjed to inform people about the 
dangers in thisxenophobic campaigri/the so calied 
românism". We tried to explain the risk of this 
caitipaign to degenerate ih an extremist campaign. We 
did food not bombs action with other alternative 
people and also giving clothes to the homeless. We 
also organize anarcho hc-punk scene, related to. 
putting on d.i.y. gigs ând this way trying to spread riew 
liberţarian ideas. Music iş not the main issue, through 
these gigs,we are focusing on the political message of 
thebands playing here. 

Qvet the ţime people realized our activities and 
some actions got noticed but unfbrtunately we didn't 
get too much feed-back. Hh t /,:: ; ; * ; \ ' v . 

During your action, how are the contâcts ănd 
reactionş ai your actions, a lot of rejecţions by the . 
people on the sireei? 


do^ are really used like cheap products and they even 
use the meat. There were for example some şcandals 

shoes made out off dog skin. 


Including the music scene how you spread 
informâtion? 


Mostly with distros, with leaflets and zines, is the 
most important. Now we work on the Website 
: www f fight-back.tk. 

We had also this project with movies in the 2 clubs 
in Bucharest, we had a theme every week and put 
some movies, but riot so many people came, Only the 
movies about animai righţs, gathered around 100 
people, for .the other topics there were fewer people. 
The people just coipe to the concerts but they are 
coming mbstly for the music, most of them are not 
interested in anythingmore. 


What you would say about the anarchist or 
alternative scene in Bucharest in the near future? 


The niost people just look and are not interested, for 
example wheh people tealize that you are vegetarian,' 
fight for animals rights and aiiarchism, they look at 
you like you are a psychopath. 


Con you explain a bit more your activities directed 
to animal rigths? •, ;* _ ■- \ ? 


The whole thing was organized.after we met some 
people within animapro forum and with the help of 
one N.GO for Animal Rights; we talked about how 
we can set up actions, to protest against the 
govemmental plan to kill thousands Street dogs, later- 
more people joint. This campaign started after an 
incident" with a dog* bite. (Their plan was like a 
naţional program for killing thousands of Street dogs.) 

. The first demonstration against this big campaign, 
we did it without a permit, we were just around 20 
people, police stopped us but later they let us pass. 
Next was in front of the city hali, there was like a 
media reaction, but all was taken like a joke..The third 
big one, like 200 people, we didn't caii the media, but 


There is not so much activism around but we are in 
connection with other radical groups from our countiy 
and we hope in the future we can become stronger 
together. For the.moment we are trying to deyelop an 
info-shop out of our distro; besides this,'we have a 
web site (www.fight-back.tkj which we are trying to 
improve. ln the near future we are planning 2 main 
actions: on 16ţh of -October (for the International day 
of food) we'll make a food not bombs and some 
informative actions - with posters, leaflets and video 
projections; and on 9th of November (Holocaust Day) 
we'll make an antifascist demonstration, followed also 
by some video projections and an Antifa concert. We 
have a strong believe that these 2 actions and all the 
future ohes will bring much more solidarity between 
those who are oppressed and who face any kind of 
discrimination. 


YOU CAN CONTACT THEM 'AT: 


Fight Back Collective 


FIGHT.BACK0 6*@ YAHOO.C.OM 

Oct. 
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was beaten and pushed the police off him. This 
probably means that the police and judiciary 
are trying to harass him more. 



Amazingly, îoday the fasciştic Mlodziez 
Wszechpolska (MW) decided to ask the 
Prosecutor to file charges against the bloc! The 
say that members of the pink and black bloc 
were attacking members of the onlooking 
public with sticks and pepper spray!!! He 
wants to clarity why they weren't immediâteiy 
kicked out of the parade. They showed some 
films from the parade, but only people 


shouting that the fascists 1 time is over. They 
also want the politicians who went to explain 
how they could stand next to terrorists. To his 
credit, at least Robert Biedron (from SLD and 
the Campaign against Homophobia) acted 
with decency and said that nobody from the 
public or the MW was hurt but it was the 
people from the parade who were attacked. 

The leader of MW was spotted eating at a 
restaurant near the parade and had a small film 
crew taking pictures. At least one person 
yelled at him to stop it, and makihg this was 
what he considered "a brutal attack”. 

There was one small incident, but not 
really violent when somebody found Adam 
Gmurczyk, the leader of NOP caîling the shots 
over a mobile phone. The "aggression" was 
not really serious as he immediâteiy caîled the 
police. But it is possible that he complained to 
the MW about this. 

In one last absurd moment, this time not 
related to anarchists but to the SLD, the 


THE KESTRICTEH VIEW 

STEREOTYPES 


League of Polish families also want to charge 
her — because she paraphrased Pope John 
Paul at the parade. She said something like, 
"Let this parade help the world recover, this 
world” which was some paraphrase of 
something the Pope once said. This harmless 
sentence became a front page scandal and 
even the head of the SLD distanced 
themselyes from this and apologized for such 
an outrageous ţhought. 



This report on widespread ideas about 
Rroma in Romania (or elsewhere) needs an 
additional introduction. We decided to put it 
into our newspaper, because we think it is 
worthy publishing it. Even if it is not written 
from an anarchist background, it fits quite welî 
into the main topic of our ABB issue. It is also 
reporting on the quite îess covered topic of 
Rroma discrimination by an Rroma himself. 
With an estimated number of seven to nine, 
sometimes even twelve million people, Rroma 
are the largest and most discriminated social 
and cultural minority in Europe. The word 
Rroma is actually a gathering notion which 
refers to a multitude of people and 
communities which bear some common 
features, while at the same time showing a 
great variety among themselves. The word 
Rroma comes from Rromani, the original 
language of the Rroma, and means men or 
people. The word has moreover other 
meanings: It refers to the increasing efforts of 
the Rromani communities to counteract a 

£Feriod!sta$ 
contra el 
racismo? 



centuries-oîd history of discrimination and 
exclusion which they have been the victims of. 
Language is representing the social 
consciousness, can have an influence on 
change, and is an expression for the level of 
equality. The common forms in regard to 
Rroma are still shaped by discrimination. We 
are confronting this also by using 
consequential a non-discriminative language, 
for exampîe the word Rroma. Unfortunately 
the published report is referring to 
discriminative phrases, for instance quotations 
from people, which are îater criticised. To 
make clear that the word ”Gypsy” is not for 
any reason acceptable and will not be 
promoted by this newspaper, it is always put in 
quotation marks. We need to stress that there 
are of course some issues that need to be 
d.iscussed further - not wanting to downplay 
the significahce of the construct of nation 
States, nations, minorities an the racism that is 
inherent in it - it is also necessary to stress 
specific cultural aspects, as for example 
patriarchal power relations, early arranged 

marriages, virginity cults.. Still kept alive 

among some Rroma, leading as a result to the 
subordination of Rroma women. Especially 
Rroma women face a double discrimination, 
based on their ethnic origin and their gender. 
Finally, we invite you to read this report for 
the good information it conîains. 

AbolishingBB 


Şf Gypsies ,f are not Romanians - 
a very widespread idea in Romania 

The problem is not that the Rroma don’t 
consider themselves Romanians, since the 
overwhelming majority of us do identify 
ourselves as Romanians. The problem is that 
you - that is the mass media and the greater 
part of the Romani an citizens who hallucinate 
that there exists such a thing as ”pure ethnic” 
Romanians - consider us to be hon-Romanian. 

Starting from a truly false dichotomy - 
’you are either ”gypsy”, or Hungarian, or Jew, 
or you are Romanian’ - which is imposed upon 
public opinion by politicians who are paranoid 
or at best stupid, Romanian sbciety has 
associated the word "gypsy” with a powerfiil 
social stigma through the many stereotypes it 
stubbomly promotes. 
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ON CR05SR0ADS OF DISCRIMINATION 


In case you are convinced that you have no 
problems with a racism that has become 
commonplace in Romania, especişlly since 
you have "gypsy" friends or you grew up with 
"gypsies" (the kind of fooiish remarks most 
used when trying to show a tolerant spirit; 
although the claim of being tolerant is the first 
step towards racism and xenophobia) - well 
then you should have no problem if some 
foreigners mistakenîy consider you to be a 
"gypsy’ 1 especiaily if you happen to be a litţle 
suntanned. 

In this case ’hey "gypsy", how are you 
doing' şhouldn’t offend you or unjeash a 
powerful defensive reaction. And neither 
should the epithet itself. 

"Gypsies" are "gypsies" and Rroma is one 
of their inventions after the revolution - a 
Romanian joumalist 

This makes it sound as if we have no right 
to be using the word Rroma, which has always 
been in our own Rromanes language, but 
should instead be using a word which is more 
familiar to you and which associates us with 
the great majority of the crimes, thefts, rapes, 
and acts of violence which proliferate in 
Romanian mass-media. 

And to top it off, instead of being happy to 
be called. 'stinking "gypsy’" and those other 
similar nicknames such as ’crow', "’gypsy"- 
boyV ’darkie', "'gypsy" princess' which clearly 
pinpomt the ethnic identity of criminals and 
allow anyone who reads the news to identify 
the ’enemy', we also have the effrontery to 
want to be Rroma. 



To be consistent you should try identitying 
the ethnic identity of each of the persons 
whom you write about,- and since the Nazis 
excelled at doing this, you should foîlow their 
example and make a thorough research back to 
everyone’s great-great-grandparents. In which 
case in all probability many of you would not 
be able to sign your articles as Romanians. 

The idea that there is an internaţional 
conspiracy to associate Romania with 
Rromanestan (this is what the country of the 


Rroma would be called) leaps over a minor 
detail, namely that in this case it would be 
easier to believe that "Roma" (the capital of 
Italy) is the target of this conspiracy. 

Gypsies" steal 

It would be ridiculous to deny that Rroma 
steal. They do it, just as Romanians, 
Europeans, Americans, Africans, and all other 
people in different nations do it. The problem 
is that in Romania they are the most visible 
and this is thanks to the professionalism of 
those in mass-media. 

I know this will be disappointing for you, 
but no one can prove that the Ceausescus, the 
Bobis, Vantii, Bivoîaru, and dozens of others 
who have been the principal protagonists of 
thefts amounting to sums that are difficult to 
conceive of were "gypsies". It is true that the 
newspapers associated the phrase ’as if they 
were "gypsies"’ with these names and that it is 
probable that these people (as the great 
majority of Romanians) could be tainted with 
some "gypsy" blood. 

The fac.t' remains that the biggest thieves 
Romania has ever had and still has today come 
from the elite that govems the country of 
which the absolute majority is non-Rroma. 

The fact is that fiding the mass transit 
system for free (and bribing conductors), 
bribes at the mayor’s office and for every 
public service, the failure of taxi drivers to 
give you change, and the various ’borrowings’ 
from the workplace are so well-ingrained in 
the fimctioning of Romanian society that they 
no longer appear to be what they really are 
(THEFTS) and they tend to escape the 
attention of the Romanian joumalists, It is 
worth considering all these facts before 
speaking about "gypsy" thieves. 

"Gypsies" are mentally handicapped and 
they don’t like school - my teacher from high- 
school 

’Do you know of any research that has 
proved that "gypsies" would have better 
’ results in school if they were given a more 
welcoming educaţional environment?’ - 
joumalist 

The fact that they grow up in very poor 
families, the fact that they are isolated, the fact 
that the parents of ’Romanian' ehildren move 
their ehildren from classes in which there are 
"gypsies" or don't send them to schooîs where 
there are known to be larger "gypsy" 
proportions, creates a vicious circle from 
which Rroma ehildren find it difficult to 
escape. This is the same situation faced by 
very poor families in isolated villages or 
ariywhere else. The lack of a family-school 


transition especiaily for ehildren who speak 
Rromanes • language at home, makes their 
adaptation in school extremely difficult (since 
they don't speak or understand Romanian at 
the same level as their schoolmates who corne 
from Romanian speaking families). 



And considering that the educaţional 
atmosphere teaches them that "gypsies" are 
violent, idiots and thieves doesn't make school 
a very attractive prospect either for Rroma 
ehildren or for their families. Several cultural 
heroes promoted by the Romanian educaţional 
curriculum have been guilty of kiîling, 
torturing, deporting or racist discrimination 
against "gypsies." 

The "gypsies" live off other peopîe's backs 

During a period of 500 years, while the 
Rroma were slaves belonging, in the greatest 
proportion, to the Romanian Orthodox Church 
(an institution in which Romanians have a lot 
of trust and which has never raised the issue of 
public apology or recompense), their masters 
lived off their backs. When they arrived on the 
actual territory of Romania the Rroma jvere 
enslaved for the simple motive that their skills 
were vital to the economies of villages. 

Undoubtedly there are also Rroma who 
trick and live off the backs of others. 

I've never heard of billionaires, who go to 
pick up their social welfare checks. Usually 
these waste their time much more efficientîy 
by obtaining tax reductions or grace periods 
on loans for huge sums, which you end up 
paying for in taxes. 

Cotroceni Palace was implicated in a 
scandal about cigarette traffickmg at the end 
of the 1990s, there are now scandals Of 
corruption totaling billions of dollars 
surrounding the parliament and the 
govemment. Those who are in the parliament, 
the senate and the executive govemment are 
the ones who rob you and are the ones who 
profit the most îiving of your backs. And 
unfortunately it is not the "gypsies" who voted 
for them or promoted them in the mass-media. 













"Gypsies" are antisocial and destroy their 
dwellings - mayor of Piatra Neamţ 

1 am sure that many of you are familiar 
with houses and apartments where Rroma are 
living without thinking for a moment that 
those who live there are "gypsies". For no 
other reason than the fapt that they look just as 
normal as any other house or apartment in 
Romania. 

If you never went ins ide, I invite you to 
pây us; a visit. Dirty, disorganized, 
irresponsible people and barons with dubious 
tastes exist every where just as they also exist 
among the Rroma, but this does not mean that 
itis a genetic trăit or a matter of ingrained 
tradition. Poverty, lack of education and 
opportunity are the main reasons for the 
disaşter tâking place in the peripheral ghettoes 
in Romania. Not ethnic origin. 

"Gypsies” have bad manners - they are all 
fiddlers and brawlers - one of my former 
bosses 

In a country which has always found itself 
in the midst of poverty and which has always 
been under totalitarian regimes, during which 
(like during communism) lies and theft were 
means of survival, itis very difficult to speak 
of morality and ethics. If you are not 
convinced look around you at all the 
abundance of ass-kissers and self-interested 
flatterers in Romania. 



Like all groups that are marginalized and 
poor, the Rroma tried to find means of 
surviving, and one of these has been music. A 
small number of them are fiddlers and in 
generai their profession is not something to be 
envied. The faet that they spend a good part of 
their time in bars means that they adopt the 
model behaviour of their surroundings. 


"Gypsies” like to live in isolation and they 
are united among themselves, unlike us 
Romanians 

There is a large number of Rroma who live 
among you. There is a goo.d likelihood that at 
least some of your friends and colleagues have 
close relatives who are Rroma. 

As one of the most discriminated and 
scorned groups in Romania, it is 
understandable that those who have managed 
to have a normal social life sometimes hide or 
den^ their ethnicity, and that the others have a 
tendency to live among those who are like 
them because this protects them from the 
social stigma of being "gypsy". Just like the 
Moldavians from the Banat region stick 
together because of the many things they have 
in commori and because they are discriminated 
by the others,- so do the Rroma. 

The unity of the Rroma is as much of an 
abeiration as the unity of Romanians. There is 
a very large diversity among groups of Rroma 
who have interests that do not coincide, and as 
a consequence there are also confîicts among 
them. ; 

There is no sense in which the Rroma 
constituie a unity; their belief that the ’gadjii' 
(non-Rroma) are united against them seems to 
be a much more credible fact considering all 
the surveys which teii us that more than 80% 
of Romanians believe that the "gypsies" are 
criminals. 

"Gypsies" do not want to be integrated or 
to work or to live in a civilized way like. us 
Romanians - a radio broadcast 

Are you sure that you are capable of 
accepting to work together with Rroma and to 
consider them equal? Are you prepared to give 
up your convictions that Romanians’ are 
entitled to have priority to workpîaces and that 
you should have the exclusive right to make 
decisions in your ’own’ country. In the event 
that you are, then, according to surveys, you 
are in a very small minority. 

If you offer Rroma the possibility to work 
and to live with you and to be equal members 
of Romanian society, you might have an 
unexpected surprise. 


or Idiş. How many of you have tried to leam a 
few words in their îanguages to try to 
understand them a littîe better? 

And maybe it would be interesting to start 
discussing exactly which values are being 
promoted by Romanian society and what we 
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I am sure that you all consider it absolutely n 
normal that Romanian citizens speak o 
Romanian. Ţhere are several million 
Romanians who speak Hungarian, Rromanes, 
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understand by 'civiîization’. The Romanian 
Orthodox Church was one of the principal 
supporters of the fascist Iron Guard movement 
and of General Antonescu (who is guilty for 
the deaths of tens of thousands of Rroma and 
Jews). If the Orthodox Church is, as many 
people believe, the backbone of Romanian 
civiîization, then it is difficult to demand that 
the Rroma should become 'civilized’. 

The "gypsies" are damaging the image of 
Romania in Europe 

The most recent report of the European 
Commission about Romania says absolutely 
nothing in the first 28 paragraphs about the 
Reoma, but instead brings to the surface the 
almost total corruption of the strucîures of 
Romanian society. In fact, a Europe with a 
post-colonial and post-Nazi past which has 
been responsible for the deaths of millions of 
people as a consequence of ultranaţionalist 
theories has a very small interest in any real 
improvement of the lives of a group which has 
no political representation and which lacks 
any serious economic potenţial to make it 
sufficiently interesting to the EU. The 
hypocrisy of Europe has been one of the major 
factors in the genocides that took place in 
Rwanda and ex-Yugoslavia. Until the moment 
of a crisis of large proportions, Europeans will 
be content to be silent. The best example of 
this is the fact that Slovakia, a country with a 
very bad record as far as the suppression of the 
rights of minorities are concemed, became a 
member of the EU on May 1 2004. Our image 
in Europe is damaged by the corruption, 
nepotism, shameful arrogance and stupidity of 
our 'Romanian' representatives. 


(ţJUticoc) 
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' -ON DISCRIMINATION, 

ftfj M AKIA THE WORK OF NGO'S AND ANARCHIST ACTION 

by Bogdan from the Subteran Collective (lasy - Romania) 


In Iaşi it iş very hard to organize any serious 
direct actioris because of the bureaucracy, so 
one of the Solutions for us as activists, or 
anarchists in particular, has been to get 
involved in some NGO's and try to be as active 
as possibîe, and even try to get in contact with 
some open minded people to create 
alternaţives and basically a network in our 
city, and why not, to promote our values and a 
ditferent point of view to the people from 
those NGO’s. 

One of our bigger problems is homelessness, 
but even though this iş a very serious and real, 
the state doesn't allow anyone to help them 
unconditionally. There are many laws you 
have to respect if you want to organize 
something, so we got in contact with a girl 
who is the president of the C.I.S.P.A. IAŞI 
NGO We find her very sincere and hard 
worker and even though she has a lot to do, 
sometimes ignoring her private life just to do 
something for the homeless people. C.I.S.P.A. 
comes from Center for Social Integration and 
Politics against Discrimination. 

The major program in which this NGO is 
involved is the shelter for homeless people in 
the city of Iaşi. The first time I met this girl I 
was realiy concerned about this problem and 
at the same time I was happy that the shelter 
existed and that such an NGO existed 
dedicated to exclusively to helping homeless. 
people. 

They are trying to change lives by helping the 
people from the shelter, starting programs on 
social integration, inclusion in the job market 
and they aîso have plâns and a lot of projects 
about the shelter so they have started a 
fundraising campaign to further develop the 
old building in which the people live. Some 
other of the objectives are to create a 
volunteer-team (university. or high school 
. students) and to promote internaţional 
volunteering and create a local community and 
social-network. But the main idea of this NGO 
is to monitor the situations of severe social 
exclusion (because this is the start of the 
process of becoming poor and homeless) and 
promoting social inclusion. 

The situation of the shelter isn'f very goodr 
The main problem is that it is overpopulated 
and, as I said, it is an old building, which isn’t 
large enough to house all the homeless people 
from Iaşi. During the wi.nter it is particularly 


tragic because people can't survive outside in - 
20 Celsius weather and at the same time there 
wasn't enough space in the shelter to for 
everyone. 

Most of the time there are about 110 people 
who stay at the shelter. Of them, there are 
about 5 families, 60% of them are teenagers 
coming from orphanages, and there also 
around 10 elderly and 21 children. Almost all 
of them have either no income or a very low 
one, and don't have decent conditions to live in 
the shelter. A few of them have physical and 
' mental health problems and they are 
confrontirig strong discrimination from 
potenţial employers and society in general. 

This was what we found out at the first 
meeting with the president of the NGO, and 3 
of us decided that we should get involved. 
After some time we saw the.real situation, 
there were no volunteers. The only active 
people running the shelter are the girl who is 
also the president and another 2 people who 
have jobs and little free time and therefore 
can’t be very active. We asked what was 
happening so we found out a lot of disturbing 
information. 

For example, it is quite shameful for the 
govemment that a city of more than 300.000 
people has no homeless shelter, and, as we are 
used to here in Romania, some things are done 
just to get a photograph to send to Brusselş in 
order to let them know that the homeless are 
being taken care of, and everything is ok. The 
mayor, therefore offered this space to the 
homeless and soon the NGO got involved, but 
they received no help from the city 
govemment. The "present” to the homeless 
was a building with no heating system and 2 
people in charge (a guard and a doctor who 
play chess all day long and don’t really care 
about the problems that the people living in 
the shelter are facing). 

The situation got more serious as winter 
approached and there was no heating 
installation, but the good iiews was that jhe 
NGO was abîe to raise some money and buy a 
central heating system, and a gas connection. 
This was all done with money raised by the 
NGO with no help from the local govemment. 
But the NGO faced the same prejudices and 
discrimination as the poor and homeless do. 
The next-door neighbor of the shelter didn’t 
allow us to connect to his gas pipe even 


though we would've paid half of the pipe cost 
aîong with the monthly costs. He said that he 
doesn’t want to warm the homeless. 

This is just one of the problems, as we also, 
have a hard time working with the homeless. 
We have no money to pay a doctor specialized 
in psychological problems so we try to tal'k 
with everybody and to give advice. Some of 
them still have traumas, men from their time in 
prison, women with a history of famiîy 
violence, and everything related. Their life is 
just "today” so they don't know how to and 
sometimes don't want to save money, don't 
want to get a normal life and a lot of other 
problems and habits that come from these 
physical harasşments and histories. It’s very 
hard to change things down there. 

Maybe some of you believe that direct action 
is everything, that sometimes we don't need 
help from the institutions, that we could 
change some things by ourselves but in this 
case its very difficult to change something that 
has been going on for 10 or 20 years ago. The 
people in the shelter have faced fear, danger, 
starvation, homelessness, so they are ok now 
with the shelter, There was a period when he 
wanted to stop because we don't have the 
power to influence them to change their lives, 
and we couldn’t educate them in to be 
responsible and to fight for their lives. Some 
of us were sad and disappointed with their 
resignation towards their situations. 

The first "mission" for the volunteers was to 
create some kind of mechanism so that people 
from the shelter could integrate into a "normal 
life” and to get ffee space for the homeless 
who have bigger problems. We found that 
impossible without some special assistance. 
Now our fu ture plâns are to make some 
upgrades to the building and to improve the 
life of the kids from the shelter because it iş . 
easier for us, with our skills, to work with 
them, to try and teach them.to be stronger, and 
to make their childhood a little more stable 
and happy even if they live in a shelter which 
is very far from being the perfect, warm and 
safe place of faiiytales. 

We still hope that one day more people will 
join us and we will be able to do what we want 
to do, to be able. get some people on their own 
feet, even if it will be Very hard for them to 
start from zero and to waîk on this thin ice 
which this discriminating and failed system 
supports. 


(ijjktXtL) 




NEW 

AUTONOMOUS 
PLACE IN 
BELORADE 
LOOKINQ FOR 
INFO 

MATERIALS OF 
ALLKINDIH 


couple of attempts to keep the 
squatted places in Belgrade 

occupied, SUBWAR COLLECTIVB together with some other 
individuăls, bandş and friends, have decided to rent a place for 
different subcultural and îibertarian activities. One of the main 
purposes of that autonomous place is to open an infoshop, as this city 
doesn’t have one. 

We ask every group/individual who can and is willing to help us 
by donating some printed material, like, books, fanzines, pamphlets, 
posters, etc.-.., or in any other way. Any help is more than appreciated! 

Contact us on this e-mail: shavedwomen216@yahoo.com for the 
details. 

Thanx in advance for ?our support! 


Subwar Colîectîve 




























QAY PARADE INBUCHAREST 


' în the.days before, Nazis went ou’t to 
put posteVş and îeâfîets against the gay 
' para'd|: in .Bucharest. The minister of 
justice Tinatly aîlowed the march to take 
' place^BOTook^part - a similar, number on 
the countcr^dVm'ortştration; about 50-60 
nazi's^from Dreapta ^{New Elght), 

-150 from Miscareâ': t LegL6n)Era^ţi^a.Giard 
mQVerrient oîd na?is of românia:) andiome^ 
iatîief^200 -normal’ rig)iţ r ( wjng 
gatffered. Nazis- supposeBîy gb’t stippoft 
from the hooIigans\df^Steaua- BucharesT 
footbalMeam. 'Accdr'dmg to withesses one 
masfced guy threw aflamedîoreh at the 
Headâ,', of people; viryŞie paradi* He was 
pâbghf by 2; comrades* but they were 
suddenîy, surroun'decL by 20 nazis. ’ 
‘Momen;s later the police arrived. During 
the day several Nazis got arrestech Our 
corres p on d ent from Romani a comments • 
on th e, fa e t s :■ • m y p e rs on a 1 o pi n i;on: i. s tha t,j 


" v . ţt'' : ' r -- i Vf '1 V. 

if the pafade.couîd.happetvand it'was 
just the only serious incident, the,n it was 

MHMMHHlif for şuii J iSgP? 18 fiPiit«^^^SP 

more peopl Ş; %i, «Serbia .(Şeigrade) 

soine, years^ago^ajwl, coh’sequences were " fes®™*»***™ 

' not as drafhatj[(^^Eejortes therel That.it 

. , ; Vtn r> ■* »v;.' n : 11 f owt im l f*» . 





if, butiafteiwajfds'Moh® oSgayS: 


mafty/ ^Îîi(fflarfj^s; *wiîh legionnâire 
sympathiesîsuppdrif tfrese groups, 
because tţvere* i srno rpovement of bram-~: 
deaây :.mîîdnbjhe'ad <r ; - h o 6 h g a n • ' idiotă - 
-exiâCi»g<d 5 -and;nev>r .was.-They try to 
make IU bft ştjlî are pathettc. One o f the , 
sfroh^gBît"gfo&ps^inîîiil/cpfmtfy is the-] 
one nî 'Timişoara^ wîth jţ)*T5 nazis.., 
mostly these- group s are, made of misfits 
from theoîogy umversity... ” , 

By Kleschta 



lb b/r;30^ 

pmfestors (including diferent. poHticiaris and 
other celebritîes), tj^ln^tdblobk/&#6ute%4 
*lu^ng\4^ 

ihk ftvftxif 'n*f> ChneJvan*: wn»'! mn 'rtf 


including mostof poliiicsi parties arid prime, 
minister are very fiickîng homophobic ind 
xcnopliobic... tind aişo getiing more and more 
rightwing. ■’l; 


Ahai;chjştleourier from Eaşţern; EufoRe;>>y v 


m 


(J\a^2co5) 


SUBTERAN COLLECTIVB 

resources - many plâns; New cdllective borti in Romania 

*T l *f**niT i *rinTilPiT~if i , l‘ilîif i M'iiWi i iMaii i'i i ‘ -’- • 




Our group was formed this summer (2005): 
Everything: started with simple meetings. foîîo- 
wed by discussions in which everyone had pro- - 
. gressive ideas and wiîb time we started taking 
direct actiohfo;help pur commumty. 

^ ; lasy;City. is sitxiated in the riorth east of 
Romania. There are a îot of social problems 
which include unemployment, problems with 
y.the-, infrastrti’cţure * and ecology. Our ciîy is in 
Moidova county which is one of the poorest in 
VRomania. and that is a reason for the peopie’s 
. iow. level of educâtion and low access to infor- 
fmâtioh; .. 

: în fbe short ’history of our exîstence we have 
/conduct just 4 actions of which 2 Street acîions 
and 2 ahemâtive film screenings about the aîter- 
globalization movement. 

•.v- -screening the movies Genoa Senza 

Risposte and The Foiirth World War'w'e mied to 
bring in front of peopie’s eyes some facts that 
are not in the niainşirera.nţediai, as WelTâs the: 
informat ion about îheprogressive social mdve- 
mems.Through Street actions we. tried to catch 
the attention of public opinion conceming pro- 


blems we are dealing with more ofteri likc iJle- 
gal privatisations in a corrupt environment. On 
îhe anti-McDonalds Street action \ye Tried to 
inform people about the dangers of unheâlthy 
eating, insisted on promoting a healthy lifestyîe, 
which not so many people have these days On 
the Street actions our group was joined by some 
other people .depending pn the compatibiliiy 
between our ideas and theirprinciples. 

We don’t îack ftjture^^plans.eitherfso..we hope v 
îhat in a short time we wilj be abJe to icehtialize'; 
more infos on a website and at: the^gine'-'ţime - f: 
start ofT; more projects: lilce^a/distnbiutibhT^in /; 
Online Hbrary, a: fanzine and movie cbilectiori 
especially since we also want to help some other 
people who would like to organize screenings in 
othertowns of course: 

We many more projects in mind but 
they need more cash and time to be’ done but we 
hope we wilî accomplish them someday. 

-. Contact: 

s u b tera n_iasi @y ah p o 8 co m 
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AACTIV 


ST NEWSLETTER # 1 AUGUST 2002 

Ronvanian anarcliist/and-tiuthoritarian/anarcho-punk activities up-datc 


Aaetiv-ist newsletter .k.nQtan actual publicadon. It’s 
aim is to ptovid^ peopîe who afeinterested in the acti¬ 
vist scene in Romania mih Information about the 
$cene hereThişwillbe a pxettv chaotie start, Rut we 
hopc to iaiprove on the way Pitise excusc the gram- 
marical ezxoţs - we-t'e only romankm. Anyone is wel- 
corne to use Information that we put bere for their 
wriften or electronic publications ... il you do so ( and 
we hopc youl do so rt .) please drop os a Eaeat/fffA* 
pantbers@k.r<> because we would Mke a copy for 
our Aacdv-ist librwy soon to be open. Please spre- 
ad this around a$ widely as you can ... If you xeceived 
this issue ând you woukliike.to no longer redeve ir, 
please let uS kftow ... We donVant to pin you off. . 
Since this is the only publkatfon about Romania (in 
english) of this kind we have dedded. io give covera- 
ge to different 'struggîes' so wewiB present to you all 
of the thfogs we knowbe ît anarchopunk, envkon- 
mentali sm OE tadical ânarchism. 

AACTIV-IST Collective 
re 

Aacuvist is m intbâutodfoarjan autonomous collecti- 
ve based in the city of Timişoara, in the west of. 
Romania - asouritiry şomewtoe in CentrabBastem 
Europe. We work topcthtr at dlfferent acţiona for 
some rime now* but we never thought of havîng a 
name. We gave up this idea since we got a lude dred 
of organising things and have other organisadons take 
credit for - because we dicta T have a name.,; 

Pretty embarassmg to think that we thought that we 
should first do ^cdbnşyand then think about a name 
while others who just stayed behlnd and complained 
took credit for it because... they sure an orgarusadon. 
The people involved are pretty diffeTent; hîghschool 
or university student^ arbsts, punx, aiwchists, 
employed and unempioyed people. Some of the 
things that we were involved in organiaing ate: tente- 
NATO bowlntig m Yjqpsiam proteste, the. Vnâirground 
Timişoara FestiPttix PittXS N&t 

2001, Antfîrastist Metting m Timişoara, tours or gigs for 
diy/anarchist punk bandă, distribudon, leafîeting, 
publishing zines etc. Samebmes we are 3 or 5 people 
involved in doing someţhtag, ptRet times more. THe 
reason we got together is because there is no and- 
autoritarian group in our city and we wanted to have a 
better organisation of the anarchist / anti-atitoriţhari- 
an resistance in a city/country where capitalism is star- 
ting.slowly to show its real face. 

AACTIV-IST Distşteio .n 

For a while now, in Timişoara there is a distro, but duc 
to the fact that in the past it was done only by one man 
it wasn 't too usefull for the scene. AIso the fact that it 
had different names confosed people a bit Clipa 
Anarhiei, Rezistenta Urbana, Nesupunere Civila were 
some of these names. Some weeks ago we decided to 
start a real distro, a distribudon that can give an opor 1 
tunip’ to our scene to grow and for the people in it to 
stay involved longer - not to leave it after one year of 
'rebelion'. We will cary: anarchist and and-autofithari- 
an magazines, books, and also the diy anarchist 
hc/punk scene will get space. .. CDs, tapes, badges, 
patches, t-shirts ... So, if you think that )-ou might have , 
something good (and cheap enough for Romania) ple^ 
ase get in touch with.us as soon as possible. 

AACTIV-IST JUbrary 

This place will be a natural continuadon of the Aactiv- 
ist distro and will carry much more dian what you will 
find in the distro. Because it depends a lot on the suc¬ 


ces of the distribudon, it's a bit early to ţalk about 
how the space will look, 

there... As some o£ you piobabiy know, already, we 
started months ago the 'process of gathering materi- 
a process whicb ts sbll gorng on now.. we don 't 
' waht to get a space and keep it empty.., Our idea was 
that the space should also have î~2 computers con- 
. nected to the internet and be a meeting and docu- 
menmnon room for the acdvists ... Ânyway please 
contact us if you want to make a donatiom a book that 
you don't like anymore, something that you ppblished 
or you dismbufe,.. we are here and any help is wdoo- 


mec 

AACTIV-IST PubHcatiom 

A sad fact in Romania i$: that the system prohibtted 
anarchist publications ... so we reached the "record of 
having l crap srudies about anarcliism in the past 10 . 
years and most recendy a translation of a book by 
Bakuntn ... there is no alternative publicadon in 
(■Romahî« so this is why anarchism has one of the 
vti îst coverages ever here .> It's useless to talk about 
publicadon if you don"t have.a good distribudon. So, 
we will setde wnth doing some fanzines and from time 
tb time booklets... for the.moment. . 

PERIAM PORT MURESH FESTIVAL 

Î2 ** 13 july 2002 

ii;:-- ■: -v- " . I 

Ipie place Perkm îWls ismâll vîfîage at 50 km from 
iihe city of Tîtmsqara, pkced on 'the river 

/Mureş (m Konmniahyou pfdpounce it Mbresh). As a 
Imulri-culmfal atid-|S^ă^^^etail ypu must know,. 
that in the ^eâ^.whece' Pe'sdai^iTort is, Banat, villages 
are different from oile another ... some have r more 
hungarian ethnîcs, other serbians, germans or even 
bulgaria gîf) ... This Vlllage was founded by a ger¬ 
man minority long €m e-ăg^C now they are alî in 
Germany - back to the E.U. roots... I don’t: think there 
aire too many things to say about the fesdval. lt was 

* crap if you look at the event in general terms. Because 
we know the people who made it we wanted to bring- 
as many diy @~He/punk bands as possible but beeau- : 
se of bad coordbâtion we ended with no bând from 
Outside Romania comming and. we hoped for ? (1'?} 
from Serbia and I lungary. If next year we will be more 
maybe it will be even more fun. Sorde of those craz) T 
car-hating bike loverş with anti-automharian beliefs 
and an environementallv - friendly lifestyle formed they 
A(narcho)Activist Caravan. The gxoup was formed of 
a nudiber of people that even now we cant sort out. 
There was the Radical Biking Crew. meaning 6 angry 
anarcho-cyclists, anarcho-punk/hc music, vegan fpod, ■ 
red/black .flags, a radical message, bad jokes, broken 
bikes, add lots of fon riotting agafost polluting trucks 

• and theirfoexist drivers /class war aetivîsts "got the 
ehance to dcstroy expensi% : ears r and latef houşes 
aiid damage rich fucked up macho shithead.ş and 
anyone who killed a member of the local gpverrrient 
:: got free. dinner !!!) •(. haha-.And because we are not 
that narrow-minded how you would expect we also 
had a Car Crew with (aiarchi^ţ distribudon ( called 
AAcdv-ist), anardio-tents, banners, and more of that 
radical messgge for the people. There were also some 
people Corning with the train but we decided not to 
Waste 2 days counting people who are with us, as 
somedmes we were spread all over the place. 

The ideea was to go there and have a radical stance, 
and let the people know that we exist and we're not 
some ghosts. Around the distribudon place we had 
discussions on anarchism with some people, some of 
them even provided us with good information ( like 
the fatt that Bakunin and Proudhon were anti-semits 


(!!!?) - if you have any comments please send them to 
; us as we are pretty confused now). 

Then there were the punk bands Haos and Guranii 
which pkyed thdr worse gigs ever (musically spea- 
; bm0 but regaaling to diy and unti-capitalist message it 
was tbeir beat one. When Guranii and Andrei, the sin- 
get of Haos ăang *€lipa Anarhiei” together we had a 
direct acdon workshop in front of the scene there 
: were 2 big cradborded postet's adverdsing CocaCola 
şponsofs (l?î) - everybody dedded that there will be no 
sucii thing dumng the performing of Guranii. 
Around 10 took part in the workshop. There were 
people &om the bând and people from outside the 
bând. People with the fkgs distracted the Angry 
Locals Security PatEol (ÂL.Ş.B)-, people with masks 
made from t-sh-rts attacked 2 times the posters undll 
everybody conld dance nice on broked bits of coca- 
cola we also hacfateo widiphoto camera and 

a person who was suppt>sed to cah the lawyier (who 
was also there) in case of trouble with the police or 
the A.L.S,P,dîsb there wetedlscussions on what to say 
and what to not Say to polfoe if you are arested? the 
bând was also ready to'g^e us thdr foii support. It was 
•a funny action, but the prepâratfons before were as 
kerious as you could get and I tbârik a loţ of people 
learned some things aud will do better now in case of 
a real confrant&tKHiWîth * the fbrctS of evil ” - haha. 
In the end we all regreted tbat the cola things wereri't 
big enough for our aUger? Some of u$ dîdn't expect a 
big and visible.suc^.but $îx«ugelylt happened? the 
direct .action workshop was a succes, the bands 
brought a good message to the people, we somehov 
got a bit closer .about evsryfbfog and'^tvthe end of the 
festival we had at Ieast as hig impact as the Kktus 
Caravan (who had '2 bus, a van uvd 25 people - which 
is a bit more that our ştuff) we wexe asked about mea- 
mng of the red/bkck fkgs by a lot of people, and 
noone asked us the" daskg! ^besdom ” Are you 
fasciSts?”. We were the people with the flags, and baii- 
ners on theyr tents and we got a good reacdbn from 
the majority bf the peopie? Anoţher good thing was 
'■ the fact that after the people with bikes came in die 
Friday evening the 1 -2 nazis there ch 00 s e to leave very 
early Saturday in the tnoming as they saw that our 
grdap was pretty uhîted and we got big support from 
the people who were happy to see us there ( some 
peoplewere coming aţ us and finger-pointed the nazis 
sayingf 'look it will be great we will have material for 
thŞanifa workshop"? 

MAVDAY ROMANIA 

. f ' * . * 

Romania,;: like dle other countries in the 
Commţinist Bloc hâd very big celebrations of Mayday 
before 1989. HugS masşes of people would come 
together ( forced or not j to celebrate their working 
class dictator. After 1 : 989: everything changed ... nobo- 
dy celebrifod.Mayday anyrhore. I remember in 1998 
for the I st ofoMay î was 1 sitting in a park and some stu¬ 
pid'reporter was interviewing old people, punx, etc. 
about what they remember from Mayday ... anyway, 
no thing happeped ... it's b£en 12 years now and still 
nobody is on thfostreets. The working class gpt such a 
nausea of the celebradori ducîfig the Ceauş eseu regime 
that they don't. even want to know about it. They 
don't care that this is thek day, the day when they 
should speak up, they just want to forget all ih& humil- 
liadon from 'communistfomes. The 2 parâes who are 
on the 'left'are .bothvin the parliament. %hţîng to ge 
the power and they know what is the lâtest fashion in 
manipula ting the worlcing class* and that is the 
European Union and NATO - so they will not bother 
with celebrating this day because they think they might 
get associated with Ceausescu.times. Because the peo- 
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ple were taught to associate Mayday withcommu- 
nişt dictatorship, any attempts to celebrate Mayday 
will mean that you are a communist, and if you are 
a communist that means you want dictatorship, and 
you don't want the E.U. or NATO, and that means 
that betray your Country's interests... so, you might 
be a dangerous extremist or a crazy lunatic... This is 
the image that politicians and media have created 
and implemented into people's head. Anyway, the 
lack of any radical left or anarchist groups was also 
a big contribution. I know that radical people in the 
mid 90 's were aîl pro-Europe and they were thin- 
king that the Western way was the only way.., That 
was probably because during their school in the 
Ceausescu times most of them got really fucked by 
that system and never wanted to hear about it. I can 
give you some words of one of them: They took us 
one day to a restaurant where highşchool students 
were supposed to eat, we were models for a photo ţ 
campâign... they chose the most beautiful out of âll 
of us. They brought us all these nice smelling - good 
looking foods and we were supossed to simulate 
that we ate them wiţh pleasure ... but we weren’t 
allowed to touch them at all. We stood there for 
hpurs doing this and not eating and when they finis- 
hed they sent us home ... So, now I guess you under- 
stand why people don't want anything that rerhirids 
them of those days. Next thing that jumps into my 
head are the words of a radical person: “kt us have 
capitalism and after that we can fight against it " So, 12 
years with no events on the streets for Mayday, the 
rulling class have succeded in taking away the one 
day in ayearwhen the working class should stay Uni¬ 
ted and fight against capitalist opression. With all 
this negative attitude towards Mayday, people star- 
ted to organise and here's what Came out: 

Craiova Anarho-Frontl/ Frontul Antifascist 
Craiova 

decided to:organise something for Mayday. It will be 
a liţtle hard for me to give tons of details because I 
was in Belgrade for Mayday... but I can teii you some 
things. There were around 30 - 50 people and the 
acţion took place in the center of Craiova - a city in 
the south of the country. there was â food not 
bombs acdon and free clothes for the people which 
went pretty well. Also there were leaflets, music, 
some exhibition... In the evening there was a party 
attended by more people and also a grafitti guerilla 
acdon. At one point, a group of 20 or something 
old communists pâss the acdon and some of them 
came back after theyr march was over. 

In Timişoara, a day before Mayday there was a 
poster acdon and guerilla grafitti and after that peo¬ 
ple split up... some went Craiova to help there. I 
went to. Belgrade and the other people joined in the 
' Mayday Picnic in Timişoara and talked about 'the 
revolution'. It was a hard beginning but we did it 
and the most important thing is- that we did it in our 
own spare dme, with our money, I just hope that 
/J ’fhese acdons brought us a step closer to the solida- 
riţy we aim for and that next year things will get 
even bigger. 

FOOD NOT BOMBS in Bucharest 

This action will be organised by Acţiunea 
Anarhista Bucharest and no date has been arran- 
ged. If you have any advice, suggesdons or ques- 
tions you can send them to this address: caro- 
trans@fx.ro .just heard a rumour that the acdon alre- 
ady took place but no "official"news maybe they 
will teii you more or your advices can be useful for 
future acdons. >; 

A31 GLOBAL DAY OF ACTION 

August 31 st is meant to be the Gibbal Day against 
the World Summit on Sustainable Development 
(WSSD) held in.Johannesburg in South Africa. Also 
is a day of solidarity with the people in South-Africa 


who are in struggie against what we might caii an 
economic apartheid. 

AActiv-ist collecdve and a group of people who 
work in different NG.O-ş or collectives in Timişoara 
decided to organise an acdon in Romania. Ţhe peo¬ 
ple involved in ţhis autonom anti-autoritharian plat- 
form come from different parts. We also have con¬ 
tacta with activists from Bucharest and in Craiova 
who also are organised in autonom anti-autoriţhan- 
an groups. We decided that we should do this action 
in a way that we could reach several goals: 

- to give people in the streets a more social and 
environmenţal message about the World Summit 
than they normally heat in the mainstream media. 

- to get a big coverage of our acdons and message 
in the romanian media. 

- to unify the small activist scene in Timişoara and 

Romania through organising and taking part in the 
actions ' . 

14 SEPTEMBER - SMASH THE W.E.F. 

In 15-17 September in Salzburg - Austria will take 
place this year’s World Economic Forum. (WEB). 
After last year's attacks oh protesters and total pro- 
hibition of demonstrate this year the Anti-WEF co- 
ordinâtion group faces even more problems becau¬ 
se off new laws against activists and problems with 
some mainstream NGOs. We believe that this peo¬ 
ple should be supported in their efforts and after 
participating to an .Anti-wef co-:ordination meeting 
we decided to join and make actions in Romania 
too. The reason who motivated us most to take 
action was the fact that most of the things on the 
agenda of WEF are concerning the fate of the 
Easţern European countries. This happens behind 
doors and without people knowing about it. So, the 
firstaim of the action is to inform the large public 
about what is happening at thb WEF. This will be 
done by a Street action that attracts the attention of 
the public and the (even mainstream) media. By 
doing this we show at the same time solidarity with 
the people in Salzburg who demonstrate also for us. 
Both actions don’t have a 100% established pro¬ 
gram yet, so if you have any sugestions of you can 
s’omehow come here and join the actions feel free to 
contact us! 

MAP OF ALTERNATIVE 
PUBLICATIONS IN ROMANIA 
TIMIŞOARA 

- Slogan zine: the oldest zine around dealing with 
diy anarchistpunk and political stuff. Issues both in 
romanian and english. criticalmess@k.ro 

- Eco-Shock: evironementalist newsletter, last issue 
■ was pretty izâical.tpn@banat,ro 

- Pick it up! : probably it’s firsţ issue it's the best 
romanian zine.anarchopunk and political in the 
same timt. nasol@lycos.com 

- Nonconformism punk and politics in a zine 
done by 2 girls in the hc/punk scene, an tira- 
biaQ0@jaboo. com and fi ction84@jahoo. com 

- Aactiv-ist, is what you're just reading? 

. BUCHAREST 

. Alternativ is a good anarchist e-zine which will 
probably have a version in hungaryan language 
soon; alter~ro@k. ro 

- Rezistenta Anţifa is a zine done by Acţiunea 
Anarhista on topics like anarchism and antifascism. 
a/ter-ro@k.ro 

- Steagul Negru is a nice zine because is also 
makes fun of things while being serious as fuck. 
carotrans@fx.ro 

. CRAIOVA 

- URA is an anarchist zine done by the Frontul 
Antifascist Craiova / Craiova Anarho Front. They 
also do a small mânifesto called înfo Propaganda, 
libertatero@jahdo.com 


C. A.F. 
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te/DTY snirit there was a nartv with no entrance fee, 


AACTIV-IST Library -OPENXNG SOON! 

This place will be a natural continuation of the 
Aactiv-ist distro and will carry much more than 
what you will find in the distro. Because it depends 
a lot on the success of the distribution, it's a bit early 
to talk about how the space will look and what kind 
of books it will hold. As some of you probably alre- 
ady know, months ago we started the /process' of 
gathering materials, a process which is still going on 
now. We don't want to get a space and keep it empty. 
Our idea is that the space should also have 1-2 com- 
puters connected to the internet and be a meeting 
and documentation room for activists. Anyway, pic¬ 
ase contact us ifyou want to make a donation: a 
book that you don’t like anymore, something that 
you published or you distribuie. We are here and 
any help is welcome. The news on this is that we 
already found a place to start this info-shop (there 
are actuaîly 2 altematives), which has a relatively 
small rent. So, we hope that it will be just a matter 
of time before Aactiv-ists haye their own place in 
Timişoara. Now, also small (and we mean 
SMALL!) money donations can help this go on. 
O^ce the latest issue of " Slogan-zine ” is out the 
Aactiv-ist Library will be available Online; meaning 
that people from other cities can get books, tapes or 
zines copied for really cheap prices and sent to them, 
where they can start their own thing if they want. 

Food Not Bombs Action in Timişoara for the 

A31 globai day of action a ga ins t the WSSD in 

Johannesburg: 3Ist of august 2002, Timişoara 

First of all, you must know that actions with free 
food for the people are really something new for 
Romania. The first action took place early this yeăr 
when antifascists from Timişoara, Craiova and 
Bucharest met in January in Timsoara. The second 
time was in Craiova for May Day where free clothes 
were also givenv ît seems that some people in 
Bucharest were also preparing one at the middle of 
this summer but no one is sure if the action really 
happened or not. Even though no actual organizaţi on 
has yet formed in Romania, different activists seem 
to enjoy this sort of direct action. This action is very 
effective because it also shows one of the many 
negative side effects (more Street kids sniffîng glue 
on the s.treets, more homeless people) of the politics 
implemented by the Romanian govemment out of 
the agreements made with the IMF/WB. It is also a 
practicai way to take action in your community 
while talking about other issues. So, this is why we 
decided that it was the best action to do for the A31, 
because it’s connected to the food problems here in 
Romania and also intemationally. Because of the 
events that happened then, the last week we decided 
not to do a Street blockade anymore. The collective 
who prepared and distributed the food was an inter¬ 
naţional one, with people from Romania, Serbia, 
Bulgaria, Ireland, USA and it worked wonderfully. 
în the end we-distributed 50 kg of vegan poţato stew 
and 20 kg of salad that everybody in the square . 
enjoyed. The food was prepared in the hduse where 
the AACTÎV-ÎST INFOSHOP is, somewhere at the 
end of Timişoara. Thanks to people there for every- 
thing. This time, having the experience of the pre- 
vious FNB action, we made posters announcing it. 
The poster also had info on it about the FOOD NOT 
BOMBS movement and what's happening in 
Johannesburg. A criticai mass bike-protest was 
also prepared, but because of practicai reasons (like 
broken and stolen bikes) we had îo give up dn that 
idea. In the evening, in tune with the anti-corpora- 


attended by 200 people, where everyone had the 
chance to play. , 

Deîete the elite ! Smash the WEF ! 

Solidarity with Saîzburg In Romania 

The WEF is an exclusive, un-elected, invite-only 
organisation. A 'think tank' and a driving force 
behind the global economy. A must for becoming a 
member of the WEF îs to have than 1 billion US$ 
tumover every year. So, it's a club for the most weal- 
thy and profitable corporations of the world. 
Incorporated -by lifetime president Klaus Schwab- 
since 1971 as a foundation, the WEF claims to be 
"independent, imparţial and not-for-profit, tied to no 
political, partisan or naţional interesls." It has a con¬ 
sultative status with the United Nations. Members 
include: 1000 CEOs from the world's top (sic) multi¬ 
naţional corporations. Academics, trade-ministers, 
heads of state, and elite media also attend as guests. 
The WEF holds iţs annual meeting in the small ski 
resort town of Davos in the Swiss Alps. According 
to the WEF this meeting is now considered the glo¬ 
bal summit that defines the political, economic and 
business agenda for the year. The WEFs summits 
allow the richest and most .powerful corporations in 
the world to mingle with trade representatives from 
nations, and with each other, to make business deals 
and determine global political and economic poli- 
cies. According to the WEF, it initiated the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO), the focus of protest in 
Seattle last year. Its 1982 annual meeting in Davos 
brought together cabinet members of major coun- 
tries with heads of internaţional organisations, such 
as the World Bank, IMF, and GATT. This special 
Informai Gathering of Trade Ministers from 17 
countries organised .the launch of the Uruguay 
Round, which is where the WTO was founded. This 
is just one significant exairiple of how the WEF, dri- 
ven by its corporate agenda, shapes the political, 
economic and social landscape. The way, the WEF 
takes influence, is that it brings together important 
decision-makers, especially politicians and leaders 
in economy, and gives them the possibility of setting 
up informai arrangements out of public attention. A 
new tactic of the WEF is to invite NGO's such as 
Amnesty International or Greenpeace, to strengthen 
their credibility as an independent, responsible and 
open forum. Of course the negotiations with the 
NGO v s are strictly informai, so they never lead to 
binding results. Our actions against the WEF are the 
begihning of communicating our struggles, leaming 
to co-operate, and working towards an alternative to 
the violent world order that enforces exploitation 
and inequality across the globe. 

Between September 15 and 18 the 
Aactiv-ist collective prepared the first edition of 
the AACTIV-IST video festival. This festival, we 
thought, would be the best way to spread the messa- 
ge about what's going on in Saîzburg. The festival 
was supposed to happen in Timişoara, because some 
people from here were interested in it. We also had 
gotten support from 2 "artsy fartsy" clubs for 
making this thing happen. But, because of some 
misunderstandings the indymedia tapes got in a bit 
later than we'd hoped, but still on time; we never 
thought we'd have them on time and because of that 
we didn't make enough "noise about it.” So, the 
whole thing had to be delayed, but, still some people 
wanted it to take place. Again the home where the 
Aactiv-ist infoshop is, was the place where every- 
thing happened. During 3 days films were shown all 
night afthe place. The movies were about protests at 
last year's WEF meeting in Saîzburg’, and footage 


irom protests in DC, Seattle, Frague, oenoa, 
Quebec. There were also movies about Reclaim The 
Streets, squatting in Barcelona, îtoizDam, the strug- 
gle in India and others. Since everybody thought 
that this was a great idea and in the end this was only 
the first part. It will be followed by the actual AAC¬ 
TIV-IST VIDEO FESTIVAL, which might take 
place either on the internaţional, anti-McDonalds 
day or during local actions against the NATO mee- 
ting in November. The festival, again, will take 
place in Timişoara, and will contain more info on 
the topics of that specific action 
(McDonalds/NATO), as well as extra information 
about the WEF. The 3rd and final step will be to take 
the festival to Craiova as well so that other people 
from all over the country that couldn’t come to 
Timişoara, can come and watch. 

Smash the Mac ! S mas in the BigMac ! 

The first Ânti-McOonaîd's action in Romania ! 

So, the 16th of october was the global day of action 
against McDonald's. All over the world people met 
and organised actions against McDonalds restau- 
rants. In Romania we also had an action, the first 
ever against a McDonald's. It took place in 
Timişoara, a city in the west of the country, where 
capitalism is rising faster than in other places in 
Romania. "They" say this is a good thing, but we 
know it's not true. Anyway, back to the action. It 
started at 3 o'clock in the afemoon in the center of 
town. Piaţa Operei/Victoriei (the square where, they 
say, the revolution stârted). So, there you have the 
naughty Aactivrist Collective in its favorite place, 
the Street. 35-40 people joined the action, which was 
a real surprise. Because not everyone was used with 
this kind of noisy direct action we decided to take 
out our tools: flags, banners and stones (hehe!). In 
the end this proved to be one of the mistakes we 
made, because we shocked everyone and they didn't 
know how to react. So, we said to ourseîves: we go 
and have a nice little action giving free apples to the 
and pass out leafîets about mcdonalds. We then talk 
to people about the things McDonald's is doing. 
There was also some Street theatre: a mad, juggling 
devii, wearing a "fuck mc!" t-shirt with a "WC" 
(instead of "MC") sign, yelling all the time. The 
devii gave a little competition to the McDonald's by 
screaming "what do you choose: free heaîth or death 
for money ?" The an ti-Mc devii did his job well, as 
did the kids passing out apples and leafîets and peo¬ 
ple around the square got the point. Even more 
important, some people actuaîly left the 
McDonald's. The manager of the restaurant made 
some phone caii (we assume it was either to the 
police or his superiors), and the assiştant manager 
came outside to talk to us. He asked us if we repres- 
ented some organisation, we said "NO! We repre - 
seni ourseîves, we hale McDonald's and we came 
to teii the people why!". Then he asked us why we 
hate the Mc? We said that "it destroys and polutes 
the environment, exploits workers, manipulates kids, 
sells unhealthy food, etc.". I saw on his face that he 
agreed with us when he heard thaî the workers at 
McDonald's are treated bad, paid shit and have no 
rights to unionize, but what could he do ? Then we 
said to him that we were not there to make trouble 
for the employees at the McDonald's. We hate the 
mac, not them. After that we took some photos with 
the devii and the Mcworker, and he remembered 
why the manager had sent him outside, because he 
started saying that maybe tbese things weren t true, 
and the food wasn’t bad. This was somehow trans- 
formed into a public debate there, and we proved 
once again that we could handle it. We also had 2 




former McDonald's employees working with us at 
the action and they explained one more time about 
the quality of the food and the conditions, you know, 
all the things that make you Iove mcdonald's. In the 
end we finished the apples and the îeaflets and we 
let the assistant manager go back to his work. We 
started to leave the squaie for a pub where we could 
talk about how things had gone at the action. Some 
people stood around a bit longer in the square and 
didn't leave with the whoîe goup and were stopped 
by the police. He, he ! The police was so lazy that 
they didn’t even make it on time to the action in the 
center of the city. They came too late, and the peo¬ 
ple who were stopped for questioning just ignored 
them; by this time theaction was already over and 
they were just normal citizens. Later in the evening 
we were also joined by some swedish activists that 
came to romania wanting to do an anti-sexism pro- 
ject. This was the third action this year, the second 
in less than 2 months (so, our plan to do a monfhîy 
action in Timişoara will stay!) without any permits 
from the cityhall. It seems that people have started 
to enjoy this kind of action, and we are beginning to 
figure out how to make them more fun and intere- 
sting. Let's face it though, we're still long way from 
doing it as right as we should! There were only two 
things that some of us wish we could have done extr: 
1) have banners and flags with us, and maybe diffe- 
rent kinds of Îeaflets and 2) we made a huge mista- 
ke by not entering the restaurant and trying to crea¬ 
te a littîe chaos in there even if only for a few minu- 
tes. This.way we would have made our point having 
fun and also giVen a short break to the employees. 
Nevermind that, next time we'll know how to handl- 
le a McDonald's. And one last thing: some people 
had been prepared to do some other actions during 
the night, but then decided that it was not safe for 
different reasons. The conclusion is: if you really 
want to fight McDonald’s you shouldn’t do it just on 
the I6th df october, any day is good enough to fight 
McDonald’s! And let's not forget the "Stop the 
McGlobalisation!" ska party we threw on Friday, 
which was also a success. The Pink Panthers are 
taking over the city! Aactiv-ist might just be ready 
to puii a big one in solidarity with Prague ! Stop 
NATO ! Pink Panthers and the Aactiv-ist Collective. 

Romanian anarchist arrested in Germany 

“G” is a Romanian anarchist who attended the 
NoBorder câmp in Jena, Germany and got arrested 
at an antifascist rally in the city of Gera for wearing 
a mask. We know that this might be not such a big 
thing, but we would also îike to know more about 
the legal situation in these kinds of cases. If there is 
someone who could write us about this, Opinions or 
solidarity messages are weîcome at: 
cnvhelp@yahoo.com (G.) or pinkpanthers@k.ro 
(Aactiv-ist collective). . 

Romania and actions for the summer of 2003 

A NoBorder câmp is planned for June 2003 in 
Timişoara. This will be done in cooperaţi on with 
acţivdşts from Craiova and Timişoara. There are a lot 
of details we haven't discuss yet but we know one 
thing: Timişoara is close to the border with the 
"E.U." and Craiova is a city close to the border with 
Bulgaria. And we know one more thing: this is the 
cheapest way to go to Greece. So both cities are 
good locations for a NoBorder câmp. So, we would 
like to have contacts with some people that could 
really help us with preparing things here. We heard 
of a bike and van caravan coming but we would like 
to know more about what people who will go to 
Greece think is better: a câmp and actions in 
Timişoara, or actions in both Timişoara and Craiova. 
And after that we have to see if we are realişti c and 
what can we really do. Contacts: 


Timişoara: pinkpanthers@k.ro , 

Craiova: cnvhelp@yahoo.com libertatero@yahoo.com 

ABC-Romaoia coming soon t 

In August the first discussions about starting a small 
group for anarchist poîitical prisoners took place. 
There was a meeting with people from Craiova and 
Timişoara and we agreed on the necessity of having 
a legal support group. Here are the reasons we think 
this is a good and useful idea: 1. The study by the 
Romanian secret police on anarchism which appea- 
red. 2. The arrest of a Romanian anarchist in 
Germany; 3. Media campaigns against anarchists,; 
4. Investigation of green NGG because of connec- 
tions with anarchists; 5. There might be some 
Romanians going to Prague, or who might take part 
in solidarity actions with Prague here, etc. Most 
likely the group will two branches: Timişoara and 
Craiova. 

Green activists threatened 

with investigation by the police 

August was a busy month for Romanian activists. 
There was an SRI (Romanian Intelligence Service) 
study done on anarchism, then a media campaign 
against anarchists. The last thing that happened, 
happened to C. and A., two members of TPN 
(Young Friends of Nature), a Green NGQ from 
Timişoara. Recentîy married, they got a house visit 
from a police officer. The reason given was that A’s 
id needed some changes because of her marriage to 
C. The "friendly" policeman insisted on going insi- 
de their house and had a nice discussion, talking 
about the fact that he also listens to "rock" (hehe!) 
music. The, policeman left, but the second day he 
phoned saying that he really needed to see A and C 
again. At the station he toid them that he was the 
officer in charge of an investigation in relation to a 
case annouriced to them by Europol. The case was in 
re gard s to the "infiltration by French anarchists in 
Timişoara." He also told them that they found all the 
information about TPN from the "regional board for 
youth and sport" and that thby had the addresses of 
the 7 TPN members there. Here is a little back 
ground that might help you get the bigger picture. 
C's father works at city hali in the environmental 
department and he teaches ecology at the university. 
C is a corporate-punk fan and critic of the antiglo- 
balisation/anarchist movement in Western countries. 
Neither C nor A have ever had any contact with 
anarchists from anywhere, especially not France. 
Why were they the only ones told about the investi¬ 
gation? There were other people just as guilty or 
innocent as they were, but maybe it has something to 
do with the fact that C's father is a city hali employ- 
ee and they had the benefit of getting off a sinking 
ship. A few days after talking to the police officer 
they broke all contacts with the Green NGO. We still 
don't know what they said to the policeman. In the 
entire TPN only one active anarchist has had any 
contact (a few letters and emails) with French (and 
other) anarchists. We have heard of a similar case in 
Craiova, but the guy questioned in that case was a 
self-declared anarchist. This summer TPN gave 
some legal help (paper work at the border) to the 
KKTUS Caravan from Monţpelier and the ITI¬ 
NERANTE Color Caravan from Marseilles. 
Someone who has some contacts with the 
Intelligence Service in Timişoara has told tis that 
they have their eye on us and they want to link anar¬ 
chists with drug users and îraffickers. Some people 
say that we should ignore these attempts at scaring 
us, others are sceu'ed about their future, some are 
paranoid, others are proud. We will see what hap- 
pens. Let's hope it’s nothing serious, or if it is let's 
hope that we are strong enough to get through. 


On the two previous pa<jeş you c<nikl fitul | 
ii report about the intensive devevjopment j 
of anarchist structures and act ivit ies in I 
Romaiiia, UnforUinately this process is j 
followed by another one: prop(>rtionaly j 
£ro\vîn|* crjinînalisation, discreditiVliotij 
aiul oljminadoii of romanian anafcliî«t|j 
movement, This one is Jead on maiiv j 
fironţs, as wdl with a help of mainstream I 
ji|^€Îi 4 i,.^bdi>w. you eaji j-eatl english mmrâ 
ilari on of a study on anarchism by the SRI j 
^Romanian Secret Police. This study, with | 
original ţiţei "Anarchism - the past and 1 
fhe present M , was published by oficial I 
Roniitnian newspapers too. „ | 

At the same time we are appea- j 
ling to all european anarchist structures to I 
Support our romanian friends in this very I 
difficiilt for them time. j 


Historical Anarchism 

The word "anarchist" was first used 150 years ago by 
Pierre Joseph Proudhon (1809-1865)- a salon philosopher 
who supported the idea of a "new, natural social order". 
His instigatory ideas and eccentric sîogans - "property is 
theft", "family is râpe" (encouraging a sexual libertinage 
which was tempting even Karl Marx at that point) created 
high sales for his pamphlets. These ideas were ţhen taken 
up on a more poîitical level by a Ruşsian exile, Mihail 
Alexandrovich Bakunin (1814-1876), who, in the name of 
this "new, natural social order," was co-ceiving the 
destruction of the state, the family, the nation and of reli- 
gion. The radicalism of this "libertarian" vision attracted 
some fringe elements and resulted in the fonnation of an 
individual structure, the Anarchist International, in 1872, 
whose leadership was ulteriorly assumed by another 
Russian exile, the prince Piotr Alexeieviph Krqpwtkin 
(1842-1921). A deserting officer, Kropotkin found his 
path by prophesising the imminent destruction of order in 
those times, and the beginnings of a new şociety, başed on 
pacifism, cooperation and decentralisation. The works he 
published in the 1885-1902 period gave much food for 
thought not only to anarchists but to sociaî-democrats as 
well. As a consequence, a century later we find, in a far 
more elaborated fashion, his ideas at the base : of some 
institutions functioning on an European level, like the 
syndicalist confederations, in the dialogue* syndicates- 
govemment-ownership, the coopting of syndicates, the 
coop credit system, mutual aid offices, and the subsidising 
of local and regional power, etc. But the greatest part of 
anarchist adepts was formed by fringe elements and 
adventurous sociopaths who were not interested in ideas, 
but in assassinations. The most "remarkable of the lâtter 
was the Italian Enico Malatesta (1853-1932), a revolutio- 
nary maniac, ex-prisoner, with 3 death penalty sentences 
against him. In contrast to the relatively evolved theories 
of utopian anarchism, Malatesta launched the slogan pro¬ 
paganda by the deed” - meaning assassination attempts, 
revolts, and terrorist acts. This was a very radical way of 
rationalising (if one can caii it such): if anarchism is the 
only "natural" order, all of society goes against "nature" 
and therefore is easily destroyed through vioîence. Under 
his influence, the Anarchist International transformed 
itself into the Terrorist Internaţional, with its members 
committing a varieîy of assassinations befween 1890 and 
1892. The results were contrary to those hoped for: world 
order was not even shaken, and instead anarchists became 
police targets across all borders. The Anarchist 
International quit hş activity and the members which 
managed to escape without jail time chose non-violent 
syndicalist-acţivisisr, founding between 1902 and 1910 
the first large confederations in France, Spain and the 
USA. Even by the first years of the 20th century, true 
anarchism was already a part of the past. Its decline was 




only accelerated when in the 1920s the apparent success 
of the Bolshevik revoîution brought to the communist side 
the ranks of the dissatisfied. The few anarchist nudei left 
self-destrueted, the fina] act taking place in 1929, in 
Barcelona, where, right after the conquest of the city, the 
Iberian Anarchist Federation was dissolved with the auto- 
matics of General Franco's men. Only a few nostalgics 
were left, who in 1968, in Carrara, Italy, tried to start an 
* International Anarchist Federation, in the hopes that that 
îhey could relaunch the wave of protests in France. It was 
all in vain. 

Pseudo-Ânarchism (bike-cham anarchism) 

Four decades after the disappearance of the last "serious" 
anarchist groups, the ţerm was taken up by a music group, 
today forgotten, who launcfied the album “Anarchy in the 
UK'\ in a wave of mass publicity, in London. No connec- 
tion to the "Jibertarian" phiîosophy. Based on the group’s 
authors, Johnny Rotten.and Sid Vicious, the main messa- 
ge was to get kids to rise up against their parents. Jn fact 
the true idea behind the Sex Pistols was to get over the cri- 
sis the music industry experiencing between 1976 and 
1980. Ţhis new fashion (caîled "punk" in the UK and 
"new wave" in the USA) had a certâin appeaî including 
amongst the fringe, who were dressing up in black and 
would start up fights to support the anarchist ideals when 
they went to concerts. In fact the "punk’ 1 phenomenon 
only created the opportunity for confrontations amongst 
violent hooligan, groups who never lost one chance to tum 
sports’ or cultural pvents into bloody fights. The winner 
was the one who handled his bicycle chain the best. A rat- 
her difficult period followed, especially for the authorities, 
but gradually the violent elements were identified and 
neutralised-anarchism was not an excuse for the violence 
eommitted. Coincidentaily as this phenomenon was taken 
under control, in the 1980s, new technology was coming 
out which made it possible to conduct facial and voice 
scans. This allowed the quick ideritification of those 
implicated in turbulent actions no matter how much they 
iriight have tried .to switch disguises during their actions. 
As can be seen on the news the dissenters usually only get 
a doze of teargas in the face, but consequently, without 
any apparent motive, these individuals are met with all 
sorts of obstacles when trying to find a job or just attemp- 
ting to take money out from an ATM. Nobody wants to 
deal with sociopaths who think "property is theft." And so, 
this phenomenon. has become rather rare, with the only 
significant echoes left in the United States. Across the 
Atlantic this "new wave" left behind, some self-described 
anarchist groups, formed by lowly, violent individuals. We 
are talking about "Glautostrophobia" from Baltimore, 
"Raze the Walls" from Georgia, "Anarchohood" from 
California or the "Atlantic Anarchist Ci rele” from the 
North of the United States. In the \1990s a new culture of 
gratuitous violence deveîoped ih this environment with 
rather serious implications. One such case is that of the 
Anarchist Utopian Pârty, whose leader William White, 
maintained an internet page in which he asked the youth 
to get him weapons and make home-made bombs, and 
even more so to use them in assassinating their fellow stu- 
dents and professors. Obviously he was âsking others to 
do this, because he was not crazy enough to try these aets- 
on his own. Initially these calls went ignored, but later it 
was found out that his sociopathic activism inspired mdn- 
tally unstable adolescents, causing a few bloody incidenţă 
in American schools, sometimes resulting in dozens of 
victims. Currently this phenomenon has shown its face in 
Europe, and recently in Germany, where a mentally unsta¬ 
ble man killed several students, professors and one poîi- 
ceman during the graduation exams. Amongst these self- 
described "anarchist" groupings with terrorist inclinations 
are numbered the "Michigan Miliţia," a paramilitary orga- 
nization, who was connected to Timothy McVeigh, the 
author of the Oklahoma City bombing, recently executed 
by lethal injection. We are also talking about xenophobic 
groups, acting out in regions which are difficult to access, 
made up of people who are on the fringes of American 


society generally having been influenced by bad eduea- 
tion, family violence and fanaticism with some mystical 
tendencies. After the attempts of September Ilth,- the 
United States state institurions have taken a variety of 
measures, which are extremely efficient and all point 
towards this fringe category, considered a supporter of 
such potenţial terrorist attacks. As far as the music world 
is concemed, it has gotten rid of such elements since the 
early 1980s. The main re-inventor of anarchism, Sid 
Vicious, died of an over-dose in 1979, and the Sex Pistols 
broke up. The years that followed marked the emergence 
of the "rap" revoîution and then that of the "techno" one. 
The ex-anarcho-punks from the West got old, some of 
them in jails. Others were luckier and were able to find 
themselves forgotten at the margins of society. 

Anarchism in Romania ? 

Anarchism has no historical roots in our country. A centu- 
ry ago, in the "belle epoque" of classical anarchism, a few 
nuclei were formed in Romania, but fel! apart quickly- 
enforced especially by militants from Tsarist Russia, but 
which even at that rime provoked a reticence on behalf of 
the masses. In addition, Romania had even then organîza- 
tions of naţional security, which never treated with care 
the anarcho-terrorist tendencies. Still, in some marginal 
groups in other parts there exists the very wrong percep- 
tion that in Romania you can try things that you would not 
in your own country. In this way yearly foreign infractors 
are caught-paedophiles, anarcho-punks, low class mob- 
sters, hashish and weapon traffickers, satanists and so on. 
The most important cases are shown on TV, the rest are 
allowed to go back home, where their naţional police 
awaits armed with all the Information about how they 
enjoyed their "vacation" rime in our parts. Obviously, the 
actions of a some foreign anarcho-punks to try and infil¬ 
trate the neighbourhood hangouts in Temeshwar, Reşiţa 
and Craiova, did not escape the attention of the naţional 
security officers. The anarcho-punks had advocated 
(through music, online sites and also through the Craiova 
Anarcho-Front, craiovafront.go.ro) ideas like: "if God 
truly existed he shouid be gotten rid of, "we identify as 
anti-nationaîs, without a Romania, laws or class" or "any 
army must be eliminated and the entire popuîation shouid 
be armed to get ride of any monopoly over the armed for- 
ces". Initially the anarcho punks from abroad got in touch 
with the local youth through the branches of distribution 
of pirated music and hard pom. In order to distribute the 
latter, they started relatively small groups of marginalised. 
persons, generally dependent on drugs or alcohol, who, 
under the infîuence of the foreigners, slowly adopted in a 
rather puppet-like fashion, the clothing-style, language 
and the pseudo-anarchist concepts of the "punk genera- 
tionf 

Manual for civil disobedience 
After the legislation in regards to Copyright was passed, 
those implicated in iiIegal activities were confronted'with 
the proper authorities (ie. Police, etc.) and the foreigners 
were forced to leave, who never stepped foot again in 
Romania, having plenty of explanations to give back in 
their home countries. A few dozen of local "anarcho-fron- 
ters" & "undergrounders" were left, who theorise sporadi- 
cally ori "the strâtegy to boycott a bank, a point where the 
economic collapse has to be initiated" (material found on 
the site craiovafront.go.ro), but who in reality are trying 
to spread their activities from video-traffic to dmg traffic- 
the latter all in the name of the anarchist cause. Far from 
being a pretence, the publicising of anarchist ideas have 
constituted of an aggravating aspect: the antisocial and 
even criminal activities of those activaring on a naţional 
level. At this same rime we have marked the decline of 
"anarcho-frontism". Many of these sociopaths are asking 
themselves even now how they got caught. Well, some 
played a little too much online, popularising "the anarchist 
guide" or "a guide to civil disobedience", frequenting sites 
specialised in bestiality and sado-masochism. They soon 
found that the use of pirated software is a penal offence, 
and the visiting of certain controversial materials online 


can even lead to the destrucrion of your hard-disk, Others 
graffittied public buiîdings thinking that no one could see 
them at night. Eventually they realised they shouid look 
around more carefuîly, but more so to respect public and 
private property-whose destrucrion can have penal conse- 
quences. The last apd most naive of them tried to spread 
cannabis and anarchist literature in the schools', giving the 
students advice to get rid of their teachers or maybe blow 
up their schools. Quickly they met face to face with the 
"undercovers" who generally know where and how to 
catch theni in the act. 

Nomad anarchists 

For some time there was contact,between anarcho-punks 
abroad and those in the marginalised areas of Temeshwar, 
Craiova and even Bucharest. But around 1999-2000, the 
westemers understood in Romania it's hard to portray 
yourself as an anarcho-punk, so they opened up the dic- 
tionary under "Interpol" and straightened themselves out 
and now avoid Romania. But some of the anarcho-punks 
from Balkans have yet leam this iesson. If in 1991-1992 
Romania was marked by an invasion of the 4 wheeled 
carts, in 2001 we found ourseîves invaded by another set 
of trash, in this case of the musicaî kind, popularised by 
Yugoslav ştreet-musicians specialised in weddings, ex-cir- 
cus orchestras from Hungary, or Croat marching bands, 
with such names as "Brian Damage,” "Dead Beats," or 
"AK47." It’s hard to consider these lost souls, who go 
from one corner of Europe to the other, eating what they 
find or are given for nothing, playing for a bottle of cheap 
alcohol or a bit of hashish, "anarchisfs" in the full meaning 
of the word. Still, the precedent for this phenomenon 
remains: data gathered over decades in the USA and many 
Westem-European States have shown that in these margi¬ 
nalised groups infiltrated by pseudo-anarchist ideas, 
assassin students,. serial kiîlers and psychopath criminals 
have been recruited. As a consequence, the evoîution of 
such groups are always under surveillance and the first 
attempts at the creation of a punk scene in collaboration 
with the anarcho-fronters in Craiova between August and 
September 2001 was a complete failure. After the foreign 
musicians set up their tents on the edge of landfills, their 
local fans tried to convince the county officials of the 
necessity to set up a political-punk concert, either at the 
city-airport, or the best local beach. The locals, confronted 
with the avalanche of drinking, orgies, fights and robbe- 
ries figured things out fast: the airport authorities refused 
to allow these concerts, fearing, rightly so, that they might 
have left the place without Windows. case of the 

beach, they let the dogs loose on them (the anarchists who, 
according to reports, had stoîen all the beach fumiture a 
few days prior). And so the foreigners gathered up their 
tents and went back home, giving up on the concert. After 
a series of similar failures, the Anarcho-Front was left 
with only a few members. The ex-leaders of this group, 
are now trying to erase their traces by selling pom-videos 
on the Street coriiers of Bucharest and Timişoara to eam 
enough for a little beer or hard îiquor, and in their free 
rime they are promoting "pacifism" and "anti-fascism" 
through various organizations, who have no clue about 
their past criminal records. Under these conditions, one 
cannot speak about an "anarchist phenomenon" in 
Romania. In any case, the actions of these known, margi¬ 
nal individuals with such ideas, are always in the eye of 
the public, the same as their groups and musicians from 
abroad, whose "polirico-musical" activities (robberies, 
drunkenness, destrucrion of property, fights, traffic of 
drugs and obscene materials) continues to be sporadic 
throughout our country. Any potenţial "anarchist" activity, 
from abroad or naţional, under the category of punk or 
"pacifist" is immediately brought to attention, the same as 
it would be in other European countries. As the experien- 
ce of the last years has shown, preventive action, aîong 
with adequate follow-up measures have managed to 
discourage violent reaction, or any other actions that 
might endanger the security of citizens, naţional interest, 
or the fundamental rights of the nation. 
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C.A.F. îs an iniţiative group of 
young people: boys and girîs, whose num¬ 
ber is unfortunately influenced by the soci- 
ai and politica! conditions in Remania. 
G.A.F âppeared in 1997 from the remains 
of the dead "Underground Movemeiif, 
due to the need of actiorş t-o 
movement of the youth in ourIQwn aiKf in I 
order to offer a real alternative and to ; 
oppose a resistance at least as mucb as. 
the oppression. So, G.A.F remains a small 
group of action, underground for the 
moment, which decided to get to the Bght 
through its deeds. " | 

Shorî history ; . 

in the city of Craiova the punk movement 
appeared in the firsţ half of th^ 'Sjs,. 
strongly related to the anarchişf idejis, 
being from the begining more tha| a m|si- 
cai movement. It represented a n|ppie|t of 
change for the youth of that da^,.^be^| 
the idea from which the solidarity in the 
fight for liberty -in a totalitarian şysterh- 
was born. ^ 

In thosedterk years the cOmmu- 
nist propaganda $ţk)ke to us abolit the* 
Western World's deofine, giving l^exâm- 

ideas. This doesn't meanthat the r@pi£$^ 
sive organs in Romania wptiltThave 
accepted something like this in^ourootîo^ 
try, although the youth herş Hâd #t€rsa$e 
problems due to the complete jailure .gf 
the communist experiment.. |r^jtl^e"fesţ 
communist years the unemployment,: the 
lack of houses and t0od (aţtfciou^h ţh#y 
were rationaiized on a^ard;\tHey dîdn t 
exist), the lack of îhingş to weâr ţ df docent 
quality, the cult of the leeder's/pamftoic 
personaiiîy, the abuse of the repreâşîW 
organs, the total dostruction df manVper- 
sonality, had îransformed the everycfay IHe 
in a black concentraîion'oamp- ^ 

Thus our ffght 'for llberty ||Ş§ 
based on a profoundWafe agaihsţ 
called communisrfev rod feg with the 
sickle and the.hammer represented and 
represents the nazi flag with swastika. In 
school we received an anti - racist educa- 
tion and even an ecological one, while the 
politic regirme was exacîiy at the other 
pole, a stupid uîtranationalism which per- 
secuted gypsies and hungarians, doubled 
by a forced industriaiization which 
destroyed the environment. 

After the Revolution (1989), we 



slowly began to leam what capitalism members and that of anareho-terrorism. 
meant in Romania, the terror of the state Taking/advantage of the big number of 
property slowly switched in to the terror of members and sympathizers, more or less 
the private property. The formar members thm 50, we created a spontaneous public 
of "the Party" and the most greedy protest in the center down town. We tried 

tant" people took advâlffga OfJtf% efiaos fecj^lain that we are a cultura! and non- 

1 pdWc movement. The press didn't take us 

$txi\ remaln very serions and the police let us believe that 

the ^OOrtfOl | | Stveffc from 1996 the Secret 
e ^e.opotent Servus frfed to ornate mformers inside 

thmtnH W Tim soof^ the ifnderpound Movement. They put 

continue to b# .fte pafh preş sure on the familîes, they went in our 
sohoofe or wotk places so that many of the 
| mejnfjera were Wlmtcfated and returned 

huge sabrific^MIHe pifşent, "^vAlthough we have been continu- 
prove%^be simptfâWpî^lbut the public aily harassed by the police and the Secret 
opinion Îsdiî îinfoiftwd€nci'piM|iicipfi Services, this didn't do anything but to 
finding an afţemative. - "" '£ strengthen our wili to fight. We started to 

- Ţb© phantom of pwW^M^Bl^wd. Sdommunicate more vşith the ones in other 
now tbe .fe’frorlsţ thre^.plW' fJh>° s ţ ^ ns like Timişoara şnd Bucharest. We 
impbssigle â ;; iesitancCmo^ţ,enCÂMr • trylo coordinate âs, mdch as possible our 
mth^yâungfunks in't^|Trted^; ( j!c^^^ • 

alternative, j «oment, because of the 

futJr©, in a dîfferdnt way,4roi»||»%<â^,»lJmall number of people implicated and the 
Aî the., begin'hîngj;pf î îhe4S&0îL ^§0 ~ ignorance or the bad will of the other peo- 
* yndergrouHd Moverf|l.nt y«ps preated, arsd ple, our action mainly aim at sensitizing of 
tisiirg thâ‘prs^'^ lfcfflblihg th.e public opinion, to the exposure of ţhe 

musicTrieb tooreate^^Ubcxiil^re'if^^^ 1 ®^- nf thA nnviniiRhA<ţfi of the canita- 



stipee.; 



Jifşlind of the noxiousness of the capita- 
ai'şociety, of the policies of the parties 
Q| left) and at anarchist propaganda. 
'h make people more interested in 
whaf happens around them or with their 
ow|f person and their true needs, destroy- 
Inţfthe seifishness myth and that of false 
co'mpştition. More precisely, we are spea- 
king apout magazines, pamphlets, graffiti, 
puţikconcerts and (not rarely) about direct 
* ' cpiţfcdhlptions with the ones trying to limi- 
one: oh one, hand we v trîed % maintain the tate eur freedom. £ ţ 
individuatity buteîso the th^ - 


! tOhbe create^ thjş punk scerf0. 
was usedfo promot^;anaPcH3st<ic^ş, We 
un^stood that 4heiâA|rnativ 

> an Intolerant soc 


Wtbff-i 

preoen-’ 

cefved îdeas and Sie convsntions. 
From the search for our own personaliîy 
we reaiizedthe necessity of a total îiberty. 
Thus we became the cohţestahts of the 
soiîşty of consumers. 

The momâhf ' our movement 
became stronger, ahetour alternative was 
rrîbfe%i|ible, and thte'fexample became 
that dangerous that INf State used its 
■ repressive force to protect the nonvalues 
imposed by the society imiîating the 
westşrn : capitalism. In 1997 most of the 
massl* ttdia started a huge denigration 
campâfgi of the Underground members. 
We got used to accusations of satanism, 
the principal one being of gathering new 


$ow~W0.âfd Mowed everywhere 
by Secret Services agents and things 
become harder to be done. Despite aii 
îhese, we succeeded in doing something 
that attracted the attention of the public 
opinion. 

During the election campaign 
from 2000, there was the threat that the 
leader of the extreme right party - V.C. 
Tudor, a little bit sîalinist, a little bit hitlerist 
- might become the president. We had to 
take attitude and after we were allowed to 
demonstrate against the extreme righî 
ideas by the local authorities, we got oui in 
the sîreets - about 30 people - with red 
and black flags and antifascist banners. 
We îaiked to the pâsser-by and we did a 
small test: a hundred people signed 






the BoircJerS from Belbvv 


Romania / ABC 


against, and only one signed on the profascist list. 
Many peopie şympathized with us while îhe gypsies 
were really interested in becoming members of our 
movement, as they had been direcîiy threatened to be 
exîerminated. iî didn't maîter that the press ignored aii 
this event because we succeeded in expressing our 
ideas., 

Unforturiateiy we became again "too dange- 
rous", and ţhe âuthorities tempered us, destroying the 
bound betweenthe members once more. We had to get 
used to the small underground actions done with serious 
compromises. Instead we'iook part at the actions in 
Timişoara, one of the mpst successful being "Food Not 
Bombs", a tour around the city which stopped in front of 
the McDonald's and which transformed into a real public 
discussion against miiiîarization and war. In september 
2001, we tried to organize in Craiova an Alternative Art 
Festival to which we invited many foreign bands (from 
" USA, Germany, Croaţia, Yugoslavia). In the last moment 
the âuthorities succeeded in stopping us by pufing great 
pressure on the peopie that would have renîed us the 
necessary piece of land. Finally, we had to.be satisfied 
that we had at least a concert, with îhe police at the 
enîry. We, somehow, were happy because we establis- 
hed friendly reiaîionships with guys from other counîries. 

On May the 1 st 2002 we got from the authori- 
ties permission for a photo and paintings exhibition, to 
take place in one of Craiova's squares. More over, we 
also placed special spots for slogans, red and black 
flags and distributed propaganda materiale and most 
important - we also organized a Food Not Bombs aciion, 
we gave food and clothes to the poor peopie. These and 
the 50 members attracted îhe attention of the public and 
the press. j 

Next, we took part to a meeting that took place 
during the biggest syndicate strike in the last 15 years. 
Unfortunaîely, we were only 20 peopie. The policemen 
tried to prevent us from entering the center of the iown 
were the demonstration was. Unexpectedly the syndica- 
list workerş and other peopie in the sîreets defended us 
so we could participate to the event. We distributed pie- 
ces of writing that were widely accepted by the pârtiei- 
pants to the meeting which truly manifested îheir sym- 
pathy to us. This time, the press was especially inter¬ 
ested in the presence of the anarchists. On this ocasion 
we succeeded in proving to the peopie that the anarchist 
movement in Craiova does not represent a threat for 
them and that iî is made up of pupils, students and wor- 
kers who have the same problems as they do and who 
try to help them or even gather them in their fight for a 
beîter life. Our implication in this manifest didn't do any- 
thing but îo worsen our relationship with the âuthorities. 

This last important event that we took part in, 
happened exactly when the Secret Romanian Service 
completed their report about the anarchist organiza- 
tions, sustaining that they died and that îheirmembers 
deal with drugs, pornography, child abuses, zoofily and 
extreme violence. 

Some C.A.F. members took part to the anti- 
racist and anîi-fascist demonstraîions and camps this 
summer in Germany, being invited by our friends în 
Weimar. They also participaîed together with the mem¬ 
bers of Barricada from Boston at îhe No Border Câmp 
and demonstrations in Strasbburg, France. 

For the moment we are passing again through 
a bad period due to the financial problems, the internai 
lack of understanding and not the least because of the 
âuthorities threats. We hope that this period will pass as 
soon as possible and that our fight won't stop only to 
surviving. For us îhere is no resignation, but death. 

(tu/ i/6 2 oo 3) 


ACK POLM» 

PEFGNCE SPEECH 
OF SENTENCED ANARCHIST 


An anarchist from 

Krakow has been recently 
sentenced to a fine of 38$ 
for putting posters for a 
Food Not JBombs action. 
Below is the translation of 
the defence speech the 
accused pronounced 
during a court session: 

"It can't be denied - / 
have broken the law. I am 
guilty. I admit I have 
posted the poster, and 
according to the la w this is 
iliegal, The testimony of 
the witness are true strict- 
ly speaking, however they 
are biased, The witness 
has testified that I alleged- 
ly acted with full knowlege 
of the punishment I would 
have to face. 

This is true. 
However I have expiained 
during arrest why l deci- 
ded to break the law. I am 
an anarchist, and that 
means no worshipper of 
chaos, but I praise free- 
dom. I do accept however 
the limitations of freedom 
which come from life in 
society. I have broken the 
law consciously, it was an 
act of civil disobedience. 
The Anarchist Federation 
has no access to popular 
newspaper eoiumns, radio 
shows or television pro¬ 
grama. This poster hung 
on an electric box - so as 
not to cause problems to 
anyone - is one of the few 
mthods of communication 
with society which is avai- 
tabie to us, By issuing a 
condemning verdict in this 
case, the Court puts the 
righi of freedom o f expres- 
sion under question. And 
anyone willl agree that the 
freedom of expression is 
the 'candido sine qua non' 
of democracy. [here come 


Declaration of Human 

Rights] 

/ have quoted ţhose 
legal documents, because 
I wouid like to 
assume that this Court 
intends to uphoid those 
rights. I wouid like to ask 
in a rhethoric manner if 
distributing information 
about an action consisting 
of giving food is an act 
which shouid be subjected 
to punishment? i would 
like to believe that feeding 
homeless peopie is not an 
act which is harmful for 
society." 

The court has stated the 
following in justification of 
the verdict: 

"The speech of the defen- 
dent richly iiiustrated with 
quotations shows that he 
has an entirely different 
idea about the social 
order. Therefore it is point- 
less to discuss with the 
defendent." 

The judge also stated: 

7 do not have any pas&eu- 
lar aversion to anarchists, 
and the iow extent of the 
punishment comes from 
the fact that the motives of 
the defendent were altrui- 
stic, dospite the fact that 
the acts were a grave dan- 
ger to society. " 

The judge also quoted the 
words of pope Leon XIII: 

"Freedom 
is hot the 
freedom 
to dp 
whatver 
y o u 
want". 
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Anti Capitalist Proţests 


(ÎKOWIIN» KESISIVIi\( i: AGAINST MCIMUVAI.DS 

i l\lf ItIC BIJSIiXlîSS 

The Day of Fight Against 
Multi-Natlonal Companies 
and The Day of Health Food 

Beigrade / serbia 

they don’t eat 

hi MdXmâiMm m 
KlaipedaUtbuanîa 


This was another 
beautiful day, as it usualy is 
when some action is planned. 
We gathered ourselves in ţhe 
"Rebel House " squat in 
Beigrade, inorder to prepare 
. an action aţ the Day of Action 
against Mulţi' National 
Gompanies and at the Day of 
Health /Food. ; ît 'was ălready 
announced that there will be 
actioris against McDonald's 
and the actions pf Food Not 
Bombă- (action by way of 
giving vegetarian, fbod for" 
frec), About 10 people appea- 


by cops because spme delega- 
tion from Greece passed by, so 
cops were placed every 50' 
meters. We didn't register this 
action with the pqlice eiţher, 
so they aşked us for permis*: 


. Mcppnalds restaurant. There 
= the action was-continue. People 
accepted our ideas excellently 
and supported us - poor people 
are here basicly against multi¬ 
naţional compariies. In' any 


şion for the action. Of course, case, this was ver^ hice action. 

we didn't have it, şo they After this action One persan 

asked uş to move from• this . Was .called by the police to 
place, after .our short ţalk With come to their ştation for ah 

them. Everything was filmed informative ■ conversation. So,, i 
with a camera; so the cops weweritthereyesterdaytoget- 
started to • investigate ţhe- her. Forîunately, the situaţion 
camerarnan also. He was from did not tum, so bad as we had 
a student television ştatioii and' expeeîed. It was basicly to cre- 


red to prepare food arid lea- at the end they jet himgo, arid ate fear ambtig activista. ‘ 
flets and at âbout 12:30 we * after checking us out, we were ' 
were in" front of Mcppnajd's. also able to go. We deeided to ţ 

There Wbre already other pep- then move our action in front 

ple there. We started tb,give of another McD restaurant, 
out food & leaflets to the pep- one kilometer away. After 

ple and; we had a banrier ; changing, : our lpcaţion we . 

reading: "Hrana a ne oruzje" again put up por bannqr.and 
("Food Noţ Weapons"), with -i- wpre. giving food to passan- 
the logo of FNB. The action gerş. Then the cops. fermei 
was very nice but after five again. For the.. seeond time, 
minutes t\Vo bops cănie up to they took bur, identity cafds 


Activists from port-towri 
Klaipeda j.oined Worldwide Anti- 
McDonald's Day and organised act : ion iii 
their home town. It was ’the fîrst anţi-McD 
in Klaipeda and people were quite iriter- 
ested in it - about 400 leaflets were distribuT 
ted in an hOur. People ericburâged and sup¬ 
ported the aetioh. Police and' McD offlcial 
airived, but they could do nothing, because 
there Was, ho viblatiori of lâw. Poîicemen 
said, they don't eat in McD themselves and 
don't see anything illegal. About 30 people 
stood for few Kours in front of Mcp and tâl- 
ked with people. The action's receivedposi- 
tive coverage in * mass media; Another 
action took place, in capital city of Vilnius. 


uş.fThe bad thing was that at - ‘and called their boss; After 
ibis tura the streets in the cen- they let us to go again/ we 



As some of you know, last year in 
. Timişoara, the biggest city in* the west of 
Romanţa, on the 16 of October there was an 
action against Mcdonalds . organised by 
AActivrist Gollective, Then the action gathe¬ 
red about 30-40 persons. This year people also 
organised and made action against Mcmurder. 

In the evening; 6f l5th October peo¬ 
ple went out in the city and stuck posterş about 
the 16th of October action day ţelling 
why people should be against ţhis Cor¬ 
poration. Some people were met by 
some strânge guy who went ouf of the - 
car and started to put a lot of questions 
about a Iot of things. This got some 
people paraiioid about what might 
happeu next day... 

So, next day only 8 people 
tumed out to the action. But still, the 
leafleting was much better organised 
than last year. There was not only the 
poster but also 4-5 different kinds of 
leaflets cxplaining the Mc-issues.f 
Also people distributed, Iike last year, 1 


apples together with the leaflets arid a lot of 
.people were very receptive to the'mbssage. 
Again, like last year, the manager danie but, 
this time they said that we aure paid by sbmeo- 
ne to ruin their immage, and he was impossi- 
ble to be ebnvirice thaţ it was other reasons, 
actuâlly, that make us wănt to hate this corpo- 
ration. He was standing aîl time- out threate- . 
ning people with calling şecurity company and 





in the erid he admiţed thaţ He was afrraid that 
\Ve might go inside ahd make some more 
chaoS. ;.l -• r:;'. ,/ ■ 

It's-a wonderfull thirig.ţhat ţhey lear- 
ned to fear us, arid they are right because nexţ 
year we will coritinue OUR tradition and we 
have bigger surprises for them.. 

’ There were no arrests or problems 
with police of şecurity company We proved 
one more time that our strength does- 
■ n't lie in our numbers, but in our ideas. 
For World Wide Vegan Day a con¬ 
cert and leafleting are planned. 

Smash the big mac! 


In struggle anarchist 
autonome punx 
of Timişoara 
Romania 















ANTIFASCISTS IN ACTION ...AGAIN ! 


Following the participa- were put around the city. There furios with one graffiti that apea- gle into our own communities. 

tion in the International Week were 6 differenî models for the red after our action on a 20 000 The main place where this action 

Against Racism events organised posters: 2 posters had more text euro renovated monument of the happened was the "Gazza Strip" 

in Timişoara in March (for those on them giving defmitions of Holy Trinity (the religious thing, (a Street well known for the many 

who didn't heard, see bellow) and fascism, nazism, antisemitism, not the carachter from the movie arab and chineese migrants and 

the International NoBorder Câmp scapegoats and about current situ- Matrix!). The graffiti was saying their shops). The leaflets included 

in Timişoara, as well as the whole ation in Romania with fascist "Anti Roman ia! Pro Autonomia!" very good texts from an anarchist 

activity during this year (graffity, groups; 2 otherş had images of and had anarchy, squat and equal- friend from Bucharest and were 

direct confrontations, leafleting, •. anti fă blocks in action with the ty simbols on it... anyway, we do about: "What is the fascism?”, 

internet fight, concerts...) antifa- messages: "Who shouldwe blame not take credit for such a great "The ceaushist fascism of C.V 

scists in Romania get organised now?” and "Against fascism, grafitti, but we do not blame the Tudor” [leader or right wingparty 

again. After friends in Graiova racism and naţionalism!"; one u hooligan M who did it... PRM], "Naţionalist» communism" 

went to the Sighişoara Mediaval had the words "never again" writ- Everything ended up and also the 2 versipns of the 

Art Festival, it was time for anti- ten in many different languages; good that night and second day, posters with the defmitions mini- 

fas in Timişoara to make another and the last one had a manga dra- on the 9th of november, people mised. Attempts to sabotage the 

move. wing with the message "The fight choosed to change in the last Office of Great Romania Party - 

So this is how the story against fascism is not only about minute from leafleting in the cen- PRM failed due to lack proper 

of mobilising for 9 november, words!”and a carachter saying: "î ter to putting the leaflets in peo- preparations... 

International ; Day Against wonder when the people will rea- ples mailboxes in their neighbor- j So, this was pretty 

Fascism and Antisemitism, star- lise that only through direct hoods. Some argue that this way much what happened in 

ted. Having little time ţo prepare action we will stop them [meaning we lost contact with the passerby Timişoara for the International 

actions, we didnT took direct fascists - eg]. ? We must strenghten and we lost the. oportunity of Day Against Fascism and 

action : against the legionaire our words by deedsl". giving the image of antifas on the Antisemitism. 

(=fascist) bookstore in Timişoara. Also, there was in the same night streets and others argue that this 

So, on the night of 8th of graffiţy action in different areas of was a good ideea because this 

November antifascist posters the city. Next days media was way we took the antifascist strug- 

A SHORT LIST OF ANTIFA ACTIONS IN ROMANIA 

A r t cit content. Fascist teacher 

Festival Grigore Oprita from Braşov is 

with lea- convicted to 2 years in prison for 

fl etin g giving fascist propaganda to the 

a n d kids.., still he will not go to jaiî 

disposi- because the acts that he is acused 

tion of of are dated before the law against 

confron- fascism was changed. Resistance 

t i n g is going also on the punk rock site 

nazis, www.miscareapunLgo.ro 
which Several fights went on in 

weren't. Timişoara with nazis (some of 

present them only suspectednazis, becau- 

there... se they said they are no longer...), 

Antifas also one fight went one at one 

got good footbal game between small 

feedback groups of fascists and antifascists. 

from the The publication “URA” from 

people Graiova is backed up by the new 

present ones: “LO VE KILLS” in Graiova 

t he re . and ^REVOLTA!” in Timişoara 

tions failed it was only a concert and peo- 

with bands from Macedonia, ple also did some antiracist graffi- Antifascists infiltrate in small - November: in Timişoara there 

Serbia and Romania ties around the town. Also both in group of nazis in Graiova were poster and graffiti actions 

Timişoara and Graiova posters and leafleting. And also the new 

- March ? 2003. The International were put around. - Autumn: new group apears in issue of the newletter Revolta! is 

Week Against Racism gets a week Bacau, north-east of Romania dedicated to the antifascist strug- 

of events in Timişoara. Several - during the sismmer, C.A.F. Building where 2 active nazis live gle abd contains several articles 

movies were shown (movies that (Craiova Anarho Front) went in is totaîly fiîled with antifascist on fascism and it s different faces 

touched different issues - Iike action at the Sighişoara Medieval graffiti and messages with expli- and implicaţions. 



- 1 active nazis are arested for 
stickirig ilegal posters and get 5 
million lei fines each (which 
meant at that time 150 euro) and 
also they had poîice searching in 
some houses and computers of 
them : 

- December 2002: people go with 
paint and fiii one of the offices of 
PRM in Timişoara with graffi- 
ties; 

- tradition is settled: when you 
see a fascist poster, you ţak'e it 
down! 

- January: in Timişoara was 
planned second edition of the 
“Carlo Giuliani Antifascist 
Mecting’-’ but because prepara- 


iascism, 
gays; 
transexu- 
als, etc. - 
•and were 
in several 
langua¬ 
ges); also 
there was 


autono¬ 
me/anti fa 
pos.ter 
exhibi- 
tion; 
there was’. 
also con¬ 
certs at 
the end of 
the week; 


YO BONEHEAD! 



RAM A BULLET 

DOWN YOUR NECK 






CPec-2^3) 

A SHORT LIST OF NAZI 
CONNECTED EVENTS: 

- the 4 teenagers who killed a Street kid 
under clear influence of nazi Black metal 
bands and Noua Dreapta (New Right) ND 
fascist group are set free vSffeut any acusa- 
tions after only 8 months in arrest. (...) 

“ In Bucharest nazis from ND join protest 
against war. Reformist stucfints refuse to 
chanlenge them phisically, waiting for the 
police to make order and ftfrbid the fascist 
simbols and leaflet&at the demo 

- news are sent in about ND fascists in Sibiu 

enteriag in poor roma houses and beating 
them with the silent|pgreementlbf the 
Joc al police who aie happy "to see people 
'cieaning the -S&ffîl* ' . 

- In Cluj, recenfly bonefeeads stabbed with 
■ the knife am bleck porsom The person 

choosed not io go to the police. Weremmd 
you that Cluj has a mayor from the PRM 
party and ethnical ter^ionbetween romani- 
ans and hungarians sometimesgoes up; ' \ 


- Fascists in Timişoara tryTOhtabkhntifa¬ 
scists on internet. They use the site alferme- 
dia for pubHshing theyr "Ledslmgh mtk 
cmtifa " serial... the serial doals with makmg, 
fim about antifascist grafitâniî this chiî- 
dish attitude shows easiîly^t&t^ilseis^ J£p 
Timişoara are in total regreS£ : t>Cdaii$b they 
don t even go to stibk posterkarotiîid and a 
direct confrontation with. â&tifaş ls not 
exactly what they would wanL 

- In Graiova a hand of aazjs fryTo orjganise 
a local group, but are very afrdd of oonse- 
quences. Ântifa people are watching them : 
closely and wait for them to mpve, 

A pathetic little book is written by some 
obscure sociology teacher about raetsm and 
anti-racism. Sugestions there are abaMh&w to 
put together groupş for romarights 
groups îike ND and how many papers and pen$| 
do you need for everything ţo go atd gfcf fof the 
fascists are not vmy serios pmple, but have - 
their right, and the gips ies shmădhofbe exfm* 
misîs and generalise the hate iowards them 
says the author between the linesL;. , g 



Clashes with nazis on the 
National Independent Day 
in Poland 


; i lth of November m known as 
polish National Independent Day. Of course 
like with all this kţnd qi|fatriotic shows, this 
is perfect opportunity for all sorts of right 
wing seum to show their "pride” from being 
Polish and all connected shit. We are to 
announce that thiş year there were not many 
incidents with 1 nazi scum arbund. 

In Bialystok (norht-east Poland) 
about 30 riâtek gahtered in the cîfy centre. 
This time people frona antjfa admited that 
they let them gather without atiy problems. 
Rare mistakfc, but sometimcs, happens. Nazi 
scuts didn’t do anything except from haiging 
around and trying to look dangerous ... In 
Tonul (central Poland) about 30 nazi-skins 
#om NOP marched fhrough the city screa- 
mmg rasist an®- anti-semitic slogans. 

| Manifestaţi on was legalised and protected by 
pplice forces. Antifascist did not menaged to 
yet confronted fascist short 
During clashes on the main railway 
station^scists got bitten. One antifascist was 


arrested and is facing a court. On 22 of 
November in local club Pilon a benefit con¬ 
cert in connection with that case took place. 

In Warsaw after , ’official M demon- 
stration of right wing, about 30-40 nazis deci- 
ded to attack squât FABRYKA. To their surpri- 
se they were warmly received by "special 
cornittee” inside. After few molotovs were 
thrown on nazis (almought not even orie 
exploded) nazis decided that iţs time to show 
their white pride in different part of the city 
and tried to run as fast as possible, Few of 
them got caught and they received some lec- 
tures about mistakes of racism. Unfortunately 
those important lesspns were interrupted by 
cops, who detained 4 squatters and about 
' dozen of nazis, releasing everyone without 
charges. 

In Rzeszow (south-east Poland) 
few nazi clowns appeared on "official” cele- 
brations and shouted some of their lame slo¬ 
gans, before departing somewhere else not to 
be seen anymore (we hope forcver!) 


Right wings extremists on the streets 
and as a chairmmen of public order 

report from Lithuania 


If$ frightening enough to see cMir- 
Naddaaldemocrat Pirty 
(LNP) Mindaugas Mum as a chairmaxi of 
Public Order Cbpimittee ofSiaulial city. LNP 
uaesatftWl tejkkm aymbbls a$ fascists did 
and declare similar pointyiews. LNP have no 
real power tu liteaufa#, but M.Murza was 


used to be in Soviet tiâşfe Lu'ckily, it seems 
both proposals wem : re|^ted, but Sifonai still 
has fascist oriented ifiah in power. 

Lithuatdan public television with 
Centre of Civil itillatives broadcasted a pro- 
gramme titled ”SMnhea(^ in Lithuania”. 
There was discussion about boneheads move- 


elected to municipajîty df Siauliai, desptle his ments, how to solve the problem i&a farnily. 

Vnrsvtrn .M -*Li- .1.' __Al.,__ 


•Well-known radical rigi|yiews and tjfc fact, 
that he was jailed for public order Violaţi on 
^ s l|i|Use of illegal meetingâ-The same 
pe-rson ;;is reponsible for public order in 
Stauliai. One of his last statements is to keep 
tee&agers at home at night.. Besldes all the 
other aspects of personal freedom violation, it 
has straight connection with local DIY scene. 
Local centre called rr Bendradarbei ft 
("Associates") is quite active recently and 
building up a base for local movement. If 
Murza’s proposal get into law, late night 
events at "Bendradarhei" will face serious 
troubles for public order violation. One more 
idea of M.Murzâ is to bring back compulsory 
moming physical exercises in schooîs as it 


Positive thing, that skinh^ds were sfewn as 
dapgerous movement and as a prbb'îbtb & 
gefreral. So-G^Sd pasşiye and innocefo 
rascist/national vlews (for exampîe towar# 
Lithuanian/allcn marriagc in a countrysidej 
are qtuite comipou among regular Lithuanians 
andpîogrammes like this arcrcally useful and 
educaţional Meanwhile ţhere arc regular 
music calîed "For the cdfotry" and 

like this, where under c^|cf patriotism, 
nazi bands are pkyiug mâ ^eg-hailings are 
heard. Though tte iBOSt dangerous places are 
fbotbalf stadiums foi- few pubs in Vilnius, 
sometimes you can face few aggreşive bald- 
heads anywhere. 













Abotishinq the Borders from Behw 

Anti^Mititeirism 





Following document was written on the last dag of the confrontation between the anarchists and the 
Romanian state in Bucharest durîng the NATO-summit there. Ii is important to stress the fact that it was 
written together by some Romarcicms as toell as some internaţional anarchists (AbolishingBB) 



Communique from Bucharest 

The Common Voice of the Anarchists and Anti- 
Militarists who gathered in Bucharest in 
April 2008 to Protest against the NATO Summit 



As long as there are wars, as well as 
systems and organizations that 
support militarization, rnurder, and 
profit-making from 

conflicts, there will 
always be movements 
protesting against them. 

Nowadays NATO is the 
most influential military 
alliance in the world. 

That’s why wherever the 
NATO summit takes 
place there will be peoplc 
resisting it Bucharest is 
not an exception. 

In spiţe of the 
intoxication by media 
and governmental 

repressions which had 
already started months 
before the summit, 
hundreds of anti- 
militarists both, Romanian and 
internaţional, gathered in the capital 
c ity, Buch are st. ' 

The mainstream media bombarded 
the Romanian people with an image of 
the anti-rmliţarists :; as,, careless . 
terrorists, hooligans • anii enemies of 
the common people, who ■* 

were only coming to 
destroy the city. This was 
alt absurd and obviously 
fabricated as most of the 
massmedia have never y 
bothered to get any 
Information from the 
protestants' side. 

onths before the 
summit the local 
authoritics also tried 
their best to intimidate 
anyone who might take 
part in the protests, 

Peoplc from different 
parts of Romania were 
being watched, received 
phonc calls and visits 
from various law authorities. This is 
already a common practice so the 
authorities have recently intensified 


the repression to an extreme grade. 

At the same Urne people from other 
countrics were being repressed when 


trying;to-cross the ;Romanian border, 
Many of them were denied to ehter 
Romahia without any legal reason 
being given, In the dayş before the 
summi&fhany activist sucire stopped 
arid harasked by the poHce, but tliis 
KShvy police presence also affected 


the common citizehs in many ways. 

The pitch of the repression took 
place on the 2nd April 2008 when the 


gendarmerie (the military police) 
brutally stormed the space that 
activists were using as an 

_ accomniodation, gathering 

and events' place. This 
legally rented place was 
raided without any 
warning. The aggression 
had no legal backing. The 
gendarmerie behaved 

brutally, both physically 
(kieking, bit ting and using 
gas) and mentally 
(shouting homo-, 

xenophobic and racist 
insults), Most of the people 
were hit and a few of them 
got injured. This was a 
desperate, but 

unsuccessful attempt on 
behalf of the Romanian 
state to stop the protest 

activities, 

What happened after this incident 
was a combination of the movcmenfs 
and the iy. mainstream medial 

reactions, The antbmilitarists whoe 
'"remained free togethep^with several 
human ^right^l^fgânizations and 
. : p’ : ' 1a\vyers initiated some 

spontaneous anti- 

repfession marches and 
pickets in front of the 
police stations. In many 
countries solidarity 

actions took place, like 
demonstrations in front of 
Romanian embassies, 

Facing this kind of 
reaction, the Romanian 
state was forced to weaken 
their stance. Ten hours 
later all activists were been 
released and the activists : 
space was reclaimed. 

Even if the full trust in 
the honest intentions of the 
massmedia wasn't 

restored, it was clear that at that 

moment they took a serious step 

towards presenting the real intentions 




























































AnfbMUifarism 


■J-l 1.1K, J Li LVI J.LCLLXULXCL1 flll L J- 1 1 iii 1 LCll lO J. J. 1 

movcment. 

Ir is important tounderline the fact 
that the acţiona and protests in 
Bucharest had both local and 
internaţional participants, as 
militarism is not only a local problem. 
This movement bas no masters or 
leaders, so no single person or group 
can be blamed or take credit for 
organizing thc protests. In particular, 
it is important to emphasize that the 
attention of the International 
movement will focus on the 
developments in Romania after the 
summit. The Romanian authorities 
should know that any further 


cu-Lciup ia ui i trpi taaiun agamsi 

Romanian anti-militarists won’t be 
left without any strong reaction from 
the internaţional community. 
Solidarity has grown because of our 
experience in Bucharest, 

To conclude, despite the massive 
repression, anti-militarists havc 
managed to conduct a number of 
public events and have recognizcd 
that many inhabitants of Bucharest 
sympathize with anti-militari st ideas - 
they were greeting us at eveiy step. 
For us this is a clear sign that there is 
no cohsensus within the Romanian 
society on topics like NATO, 
militarism or even the sfate 


îiuervenuons m social reiauons, in 
fact many people have negative or at 
least criticai attitude towards it. One 
could ask: if so many Romanian 
people are criticai, why didn’t they go 
on the streets to express their 
opinions? The answer is clear: The 
state created an atmosphere of fear 
and terror which reminded thc 
Romanian citizens of the times before 
December 1989, 

In Bucharest we have shown that 
no matter how restrictive the 
repressions are, it will never stop our 
resistance. 


They can break our bones , but not our ideas! 
Anti-military protests wiTI- continue! 


*SOLIDARITY IS A WEAPON” is still written with red paint on the waîls of the hali. 
The owner asked us to cover it with white paint. We refused to do it. In the rentai 
contract it y s written that any changes that are made to the location will become 
thc property of the owner after the contract’s availability ends. This is our pres- 
entfor him and for those that willfollow” 


Democracy by the Fisf 


ACT / 


"A democracy which makes or 
even effcctively prepares for 
modern, scicntific war must 
nccessarily ceasc to be demo¬ 
cratic. No country can be really 
well prepared for modern war 
unless it is governed by a 
tyrant, at the head of a highly 
trained and perfectly obedient 
bureaucracy." 

Aldous Huxîey 


About 2 weeks before Bucharest 
was supposed to host the NATO 
summit, clouds of chaos started to 
cover the capital of Romania. The 
mass media was publishing loads 
of articles announcing that the., 
anarchists will come to Bucharest 
in order to threaten the naţional 
security, but at the same time 
announcing that they are pre¬ 
pared to intervene by force for 
stopping any attempt of NATO 
criticism. Young activists’ names 
were made public as a measure of 
intimidation, It was the risc of the ; 
repression... 1 

On the 20^ of March 6 germans 
were stopped at the border, kept in 


the custody of the border police and 
secret Services for 14 hours, denied 
access into Romania. The only reason 
for their refusal to enter ţhe country 
was the possession of anti-war, info 
material. According to thef border 
police: *in theiţvans we found anti- 
NA TO arid anii-ido le nce leaflets 
Would they have been allowed to 
enter the country if they had “pro-vio- 
lence teaffets’’?? The german con¬ 
sulate coiildn’t manage to intervene in 
any way,^ Different human right 
organizations signed a petition asking 
the Romanian authorities to give a 
reasonable explanation for violating 



the right of free movement for the 
European citizens, The request was 


ignored and is still pending. During 
thc next days a lot of foreigners were 
being stopped by the Romanian bor¬ 
der police and turned back, 
Meanwhile the University of 
Bucharest organized a public debatc 
on which some Romanian NATO rep- 
resentatives were invited. They basi- 
cally refused to answer most of the 
questions that were addressed to 
them by the public, invoking the con- 
fidentiality of Information, At the 
same time, they managed to raise the 
general discontent by making allega- 
tions like “Islam is dangerous because 
of having too many fundamental- 
ists...iVs somehoiv in their nature 
to adhere to fundamentalism*. The 
spirits were calmed down by the 
former dean of the university that 
intervened by saying: "Because we 
are teaching sociologi/ here , we 
can 3 t accept such radical state- 
ments and generalizations”. The 
guests’ answer was “You stick to 
your opinion and I stick to mine”. 
For most of the students it was the 
first time when they realized how 
and by whom NATO is being rep- 
resented in Romania, Just one day 
after the debate, Romanians found 
out that their contribution to 
NATO is 700 euros/Citizen. 

Since the beginning of February 
the citizens of Bucharest were 
informed that they will have 3 days off 
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from work or school and were cncour- 
aged to leavc the city during the sum- 
mit. The municipality started to clean 
the streets. plani trccs and flowers 
and block sectors of the main roads. 
The public opinion’s response was “Jf 
they senei us on holiday , they should 
aiso give us the moneg for this” or "ît's 
nice that they are cleaning the city and 
plantmg flowers for Bush J s arrival He 
wiU see an artificial enuironment creat- 
ed just for his short uisit without 
understanding anything about this 
country. Hopefully he won*t sticfcdoo 
much in Romania and we will have the 
entire spring to enjoy the flowers and 
trees. ” 

A fcw days before the summit, a 20 
years old student was run over by a 
car because of the police’s interven- 
tion in controlling the traffic for the 
prime minister's convoy, The police 
officcrs did not give her fir st aid and 
left her lying on the Street while con- 
tinuing to monitor the traffic, Because 
of the blocked roads the ambulance 
arrived too late and the young girl 
died. The humanity of the police offi- 
eers was not questioned and the case 
was qualificd as an accident. No one 
was declared responsible. A lot of citi- 
zens from Bucharcst accused the 
Romanian authorities for creating 
chaos on the streets and for endan- 
gering the sccuritv of the people. In 
response the authorities announced 
that during the summit no one îs 
allowed to cam' any objects bigger 
than a 2 liter plastic bolile on the 
streets in the proximity of-the '‘Zero 
zone'" and that the people living in this 
arca should not make any sudden 
moves inside their apartmehts or go 
out on the balcony because they 
might confuse the snipers and a “col- 
latcral damage" might take place. The 
“zero zone’ 1 included some of the most 
populated public spaces [squares, 
roads. bus stops, ctc.) in Bucharest. 



The Second f/tiave of 
Repression 


“Democracy don't rule the 
world } You'd better get that in 
your head; This world is ruled 
by uiolence, But I guess that 3 s 
better left unsaid” 

Bob Dylan 

Just 2 days before the NATO sum¬ 
mit, about 60 romanian, german, 
canadian, swiss, tzech, polish and 


spanish activists were preparing a 
scries of workshops, film screenings 
and discussions in a hali that they 
rented with the purpose of organizing 
public cultural events that would offer 
an alternative-critical view over the 
existence, mission and expansion of 
NATO, 

The police were arbitrarily pieking 
them up from the Street and kept 
them in custody for investigations for 
5-7 hours. The people got used to this 
abuse that-was always invoked in the 
name oTmitional securi ty and legiti¬ 
mate’ suspicion, None of them was 
accused of anything and after bcing 
identifîed, interrogated and carefully 
searchcd they were being released. 
People that were spreading flyers 
announcing the events that were 
about to take place were also kept in 
custody by the police for 6 hours, 
together with the journalist that was 
accompanying tfrem, 

Meanwhile, similar incidents were 
taking place in different pars of 
Bucharest, where people were spend- 
ing half a 
day in the 
police sta- 
tion for: 
having a 
book signed 
by ' a 
Romanian 
artist which 
showed a 
s a t e 11 i t e 
image of 
Bucharest, 
having a 
suspicious 
bag, weâr- 
ing a t-shirt 
on which it was written “No nato - No 
war", having a suspicious CD case, 
waiting for someone that did not 
come, etc, Lots of others were kept in 
police custody without being given 
any stupid reasons at aii, 

The freedom of the individual was 
''b^ingjihreatened by the authorities’ 
abuse on the Street as wcll as in their 
own apartmehts by invoking naţional 
securi ty measures as well as the law 
according to which they are allowed to 
detain any person for 24 hours with¬ 
out giving any reasons for it. 

Despitc the public discontent with 
the situation, nothing had changed. 
Hearing that one of your friends is-in 
the custody of thef police started to 
sound as normal as drinking a glass 
of water is. No motivations, no accu- 
sations, no nothing. Just pure abuse 
in the name of the naţional securi ty, 
Some of the people were set free from 
the police custody when they started 
calling the greedy tabloids, Still, with 
or without mass-media.,. people were 


continuously being picked up from 
the streets and investigated, 

One day before the summit the 
alternative space for workshops and 
discussions w^as made public through 
the flyers that some people managed 
to spread before being taken by the 
police, as well as on some internet 
pages (e.g,; romania.indymedia) and 
in a mainstream newspaper. Everyonc 
was invited to attend the activities 
that some people prepared and 
announced. 

(< It was a bright cold day in 
April , and the clocks were strik- 
ing ihirteen 

George Orwell, 
"19S4” first sentence 

On the 2 nc * of April during the 
morning meeting in the public hali, a 
few policemen came to inspect the 
place, They announced the people 
there that the owner of the place 
called the police because of being 
aggressed by 4 people that might be in 

the room. 
M e an while 
other peo¬ 
ple that 
came to the 
place were 
d e ni e d 
a c c e s s 
inside. No 
one under- 
stood any¬ 
thing as the 
charge s 
seemed to 
be Corning 
from 
nowhere. 
None of the people from inside or out- 
side abused the owner and he did not 
bother to come looking for the poten¬ 
ţial aggressor. The situation was con- 
fusing for all those present and it soon 
became dramatic when tens of riot 
police or anti-terrorist assault teams 
came running from around the corner 
and started shoutlng, pushing people 
that were outside, while others were 
running inside the courtyard, The}" 
brutaliy pushed people from near the 
courtyard entrance and immobilized a 
few others that were closc to the door, 

I was one of the few that were on the 
outside of the fencc and were denied 
access inside. We tried calling our 
friends from inside and we heard 
screams and shouts. No one kncw 
what was happening...but by looking 
at the riot police equipped with bullet- 
proof armour, truncheons, helmets, 
masks and even Kalashnikov 
weapons we started fearing for what 
was about to happen. 

After a few minutes we could not 
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contact anyone from inside. We were 
kcpt on the opposite sidewalk by t.ens 
of police officers, while from near the 
door the secret semccs were filming 
us. After an nour the first riot police 
truck came out the gate while tens of 
voices from ouiaide werc shouting 
“Libertate’"' (rreedom). We did not 
know if our friends were in there, but 
latcr they said that the only good 
thing for them was hearing us. 

After 3 of tbese trucks left the 
courtyarcb a friend called saying 
they were at police station 11. 

Hc said that he was ok, but that 
they had beaten them up and 
that some were in a quite criti¬ 
cai condition. The conversation 
was interrupted. We couldnd 
contact each other again. Later 
we found out that they were not 
allowed to talk on the phone. 

The riot police entered the 
room and put them with the 

face to the ground. They _ 

spraycd pepper gas inside and 
tied the people with plastic handcuffs. 
Some of them asked to loose the ties 
and the responsc that the law’s pro- 
tectors* gave was in the form of boots, 
fits and truncheons in the heads and 
backs of the people. 

"I was with the face down on the 
ground , having to breathe the dust of 
the floor mixed with pepper gas . I just 
heard screams of pain from my 
friends, but 1 could not move to see 
who is being beaten up. It was horri- 
ble , î thought that they would kiîl us. D 

One of our friends verbally riposted 
to the aggression and he was brutally 
beaten up with everything that-the 
riot police found at hand. 

After that they were 'takbn out from 
the room and pushed in the big 
trucks, A girl broke her leg when 
being pushed inside. 

"While being taken to the police sta¬ 
tion they ihreatened that if we say a 
word they would kiîl us and throw us 
out of the window. They threatened us 
all the way. We couldn't moue at all 
and we could not reaci in any way 
when hearing you shouting <liber- 
tate>. But it was the first time when I 
felt that there is still hope for some- 
thing”. 

After a few hours since it all started 
wc decided to go to police station 11 
where some of our friends were. 
Others were in different police sta- 
tions, but no one knew in which ones. 
We were about 50 people together 
with the media. After leaving the 
place, they arrested 4 other friends of 
ours that were behind and were not 
on sight. 

When arriving at the police station 
wc were not allowed to get in the 
courtyard, but after peacefully forcing 


the gate we found ourselves in front of 
a few riot police that did not let us get 
inside the building. We waited outside 
for our friends to be released. 
Meanwhile we improvised some ban- 
ners on which it said “is this how 
democracy looks like?", “wc want an 
answerl!!”, “free them!!3”, ‘freedom of 
speech", “the police and the militaiy 
are against the people”. The same slo- 



gans were being shouted so that the 
ones inside could hear that they are 
not alone, Someone was playing the 
guitar... 

More than an bour latcr, six of them 
were released. They said that around 
10 others were inside, but meanwhile 
we found out that our friend that was 
in almost britical condition because of 
the police brutality was at Police sta¬ 
tion no 12. We all decided to leave this 
station mo ve to the other one in 

order^to see if he was provided with 
medical assistance. Wc took the ban- 
ners with us and the media followed, 

Once,we ; :got there we found 3 other 
friegLds that had been released and 
werb?under : shock. One of the girls 
had aimost bleeding wounds from the 
handcuffs, The boy that had been 
beaten up was still inside together 
with other % people and they did not 
provide him with any medical assis¬ 
tance. Scandals arousc and people 
were shouting at the poli cerne n to caii 
an ambulanceV.- to release him and 
take him to a hospital, The police’s 
answer was: “we don't consider that 
he needs medical care and he did not 
ask for it!". After 2“3 hours when the 
people, a lawyer, the media^and a few T 
Hu m an Rights : : N G O re preş e n ta ti v e s 
put pressure ori the police to release 
the people...we saw them coming out 
one by one, Our friend was disfig- 
ured...aimost impossible to recognize 
him. He said that he asked for med¬ 
ical assistance, but did not receive. He 
was released 8 hours after being beat¬ 
en up, After hugging him 1 felt the 
pepper spray on my face,hours 
after they put it into his. 

While waiting for them to be 
released, other friends came from 


police stations 11 and 23. They had 
also been released and came to join all 
the others, until all would be freed. 

Section 10 was our last stop. When 
we got there we found out that only 
one person was still inside and that 
hc was identified as being the aggres- 
sor of the hall’s owner. Shortly after 
the lawyer intervened he was also 
released. 

None of the 50 people that 
were beaten up and detained by 
the police did rcceive any 
charges. The final declaration of 
the police was that the interven- 
tion was dictated by the fact 
that the owner was aggressed, 
but none of the people they 
detained and abused seemed to 
be the aggressor, 

The conclusion of the day was 
that people were asked to 
believe that over 100 police and 
riot police oflîcers were forced to 
intervene brutally when the 
owner of a hali called saying 
that 4 people pushed him in a Street 
altercation, Still none of the ones that 
were taken from that space, beaten 
up, verbally aggressed, threatened to 
be killed, and kept in the police sta¬ 
tions Without any food or water for 8- 
10 hours was proved guilty of any- 
thing. Who's going to answer for this 
brutality??? Who ordered this masked 
gorillas to beat up people for no rea- 
son??? And why??? 

After all were released we started 
our tnp to the factoiy hali for a short 
discussidri and a good sleep, It was 

already the 3 n ^ of April.,.and,everyone 
was hungry and^ţiredrAVriile march- 
ing towârds^tSfe place, a Romanian 
. and" ; Nato flag fell on us from the top of 
an electricity pillar. We on it and 
laughed. Everyone was exhausted, 
but at least everybody was frec! 
Everything needed to be reorganized 
and reconsidcred. 

The totalitarian regime showed its 
ugly face again, The public opinion 
was horrified by the incident, saying 
that in 1989 people died for democra¬ 
cy.. but as wc aii see, nothing had 
changed. 

ff People died for nothing...and we 
afeall living a big lie* } someone said. 

Our state is ruled by stupidity and 
incompetencc, with the support of the 
misinforming corrupt media, and the 
gorilla arm of the masked robots 
trained to respect orders coming from 
their masters of puppets, 

It’s all true. it ? s all real Nothing 
here isfake. Nothing you see on 
this show is fake. It f s merely 
controlled. 

Truman Show 
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Dear government.^with all your 
ministcrics and masked servants, 
with aii your secret Services and 
media support.,.with all your lies and 
manipulativc set-ups, ..You will not 
defeat the people, You terrorize them, 
abuse them, misinforme them, threat- 
en them, reduce them to the limit of 
physical and psychological sur- 
vivaU.using their money to establish 
and maintain these structures of ter- 
ror,., We have too many questions for 
which we never receive any answers!!! 
And we continue to bc forcedv to 
become part of things that wc would 
like to fight against.,.while people die 
and wars are being perpetrated all 
over the world in our name and with 
our money!!M!MM!M What happened to 
the freedom that we thought we 
have??? Wc clcarly see that it was all 
just a big illusion. 


You never had a camera in my 
head 

Truman Show 

On the 25^ of march the Romanian 
president and the prime minister had 
a meeting on which they decided that 
all the Romanian telecommunica- 
tion comp an ies should allow the 
intelligencc Services to use their 
infrastructure in order to see/lis- 
ten to the phone conversations of 
all their clients. 

A few days beforc and after the 
incident our mobile phones were 
not functioning properly? We 
heard diffşpşnt voices and our 
conversatiofis 7 werp beingjaiţmied 
or inter rup ted. We' : kriewytfiat our 
conversations wcrc being inter- 
cepted, but having nothing to 
hide we did not panic. It was just 
very annoying to know that you are 
being listened to non-stop. 

At the same time we were being fol- 
lowed everywhere by the secret police, 
One day I was going homei, with a 
friend and wc counted 7 people tha# 
were fotlowing us around the city. We 
asked them why they were doing it 
and they said “Everyone has to make 
a living for himself..you make yours, 
1 make mine/’ Nothing more.,,nothing 
less. They were breathing in our 
backs for a week and the only thing 
that we did not understand was why 
they were so many after just a few 
people that did not do any direct 
action that would raise their suspi- 
cion, They were not trying to hide and 
what seemed to be a joke at first, had 
soon transformed into a saga of terror 
and intimidation. 

Evcry night we had secret service 
civilians and cars cscorting us every¬ 
where we went, while our phones were 


hardly functioning. We had ÎS years 
old kids that were infiltrated in order 
not to create suspicion by reason of 
age or looks. At the same time we 
found out that someone we called 
“friend" for almost a year, was most 
probably an informer for the intelli- 
gence Services. A few days after the 
summit ended we confrontcd him, but 
hc denied everything. The evidence 
that we have against him is indis- 
putable, 

Until seen all that, I couldn’t 
have irrîS^ined how the intelligence 
Services operate. How stupid or how 
intelligent they are. 1 still don J t know 
which one is right? Their intimidation 
functioned to some point, because 
after getting used to it, we even 
allowed their undercover informers to 
attend our meetings, discussions and 
actions. 

In the end,.,they; lost their time.,, 
While Bucharest has probably the 
biggest amount df homeless people in 
Europe, the 'Romanian authorities 
invest huge sums in paying the wages 
of masked rioţ brigades that beat off 
young people and in paying the intel- 
ligcnce Services' that send loads of offi- 
cers to escort youngsters on their 
daily routes. 



“Seeing how vigilant and efficient the 
s e creţ/ i nte lligen ce s ervice s ope ra ted , 
they will not have any further excuse 
for letting the big gangster $ e scape 
through the labyrinth of justice. Or 
^r^ay^Ahi's is Just how they oper¬ 
ată... they beat off innocent people 
while the others are being left alone 
and protected by the corrupt arms of 
Justice \ And for the stupidity and lack 
of p rofess io na Us m f ha. t cha ra ct e rize 
them.,.they are being paid from the 
taxes of those that they are hired to 
abuse. It is almost unbelievable! ff a 
man on the stree.t- declared, wben 
being interviewed by a journalist. 

"Human history begins with 
man's act of disobedience which 
is at the very same time the 
beginning of his freedom and 
development of his reason. * 

Erich Fromm 


A lot of people realized that democ- 
racy and freedom are just abstract 
concepts without meaning, The 
NATO, an alliance that is supposed to 
safeguard our countiries, created 
chaos and messed up our lives, It has 
been doing so for years, long before 
Romania officially joined the team, 
Our leaders kiss the stinky asses of 
all possible alliances and unions with¬ 
out offering any imparţial, not to say 
criticai, view on this. And when 50 
people gather to organize a criticai 
discussion, they are beaten up, 
detained, accused of terrorism, terror- 
ized, threatened and followed in order 
to be put to silence! But it is not so 
easy, because even if in this life we 
have a lot of things that we lose every- 
dav\.,our freedom of mind and con- 
sciousness as well as our ideas will 
not be abolished by the totalitarian 
fist of this so called “democracy”. 

On the 3 rc * of April, a first NGO 
pressed charges on the Romanian 
police and anti terrorist assault teams 
(riot police) for making use of unjusti- 
fied brutality against people that had 
peaceful behaviors and intentions, All 
those detained by the police will write 
and sign a declaration describing the 
abuse that they had gone 
through, 10 out of 50 people that 
were detained pressed charges 
against the police on grounds of 
unjustified use of physical and 
verbal violence, and the other 40 
people are their wittnesses, 

2 different events took 
place...oue march for cscorting 
the wounded people to the hospi- 
tal for taking medical certification 
of the abuse and a protest in front 
of the Czech embassy for accept- 
ing to have an antbmissile shield 
on its terntory. Both actions were 
made by the same people that risked 
to be beaten up again, Fortunatcly it 
did not happen... 

On a big black banner it was written 
in red letters “You can break our 
bones, but you will not destroy our 
ideas.” 

“The only way to comprehend 
what mathematicians mean by 
Infinity is to contemplate the 
extent of human stupidity. ” 

Voltaire 

Few days after the incident the 
Romanian riot police made its official 
statement admitting that they had 
beaten up some people that wanted to 
fight with them and that their brutal 
actions were coordinated as a seif 
defense measure. 

The public opinion’s voice accused 
them of lying and made fun of them 
by say ing that no sane person would 
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atlack a masked giant riot policc 
when thcy are pointing a Kalashnikov 
to his face after previously putting 
pepper gas in his eyes, 

Their second statement said that 
the peoplc were self-chastising in 
front of their eyes by beating their 
heads on thc walls and beating 
their fists in their faces themselves. 
The media mockcry was even fun- 
nicr when a journalist asked the 
riot police to teii him how come they 
did not intervene in order to stop 
thc pcople from torturing them¬ 
selves. At the same time, thcy asked 
to see the video footage from the 
intervention that thc riot police are 
suppose to have according to the 
law. “This time we did not film any- 
thing” their spokesmen said, 

The conclusion is that when they 
wili be asked to come to court and 
justify the abuse theyVe made there 
would probably bc no cvidence to sup- 
port their false statements, while the 
people that pressed charges will pres- 
ent a series of declarations, pictures, 
medical certificatcs and a list of arti- 
cles from the Romanian Constitution 


that the authorities have dcliberatelv 
violated, 

Some NGO's have alrcady pressed 
charges against the riot police for 
making false statements in the 


■ 

absence of any legal evidende, *. 

Our advice is that they would better 
shut their mouths and think of a 
strategy for defending themselves 
against all the charges that theyll 
have to face during these trials. 

In preparing the NATO summit and 
during the suinmit,the Romanian 
state violated jţhe, foiiowing Romanian 
constitutionalllarticles: Article 21 


Access to Justice, Article 23 
individual Freedom, Article 24 Right 
to legal counsel, Article 25 Freedom of 
movement, Article 29 Freedom of con- 
science, Article 30 Freedom of expres- 
sion, Article 39 Freedom of assem- 
bly, Article 40 Right of association, 
plus a series of other civil righls. 

"Solidarity is a weapon” is still 
written with red paint on the walls 
of the halh The owner asked us to 
cover it with white paint. We refused 
to do it. In the rentai contract it/s 
written that any changes that are 
made to the location will become the 
property of the owner after the con¬ 
tracta availability cnds< This is our 
present for him and for those that 
will follow. 

Every one of us realizes that the 
chances for winning such a fight 
against thc Romanian authorities 
might be a lost cause. But there is no 
other way except from trying to fight 
for social justice and for a different 
worldlIM Everyone should understand 
that for some people this is a way of 
living rather than a marginal occur- 
rence. 



“Anarchists ideas are effectively combined with the social will for 
change, where the people are not poisoned with naţional cult and the 
culture of alienation; but we can’t know where to fînd these people 
so let’s hlast our ideas among the whole of society” 

Interview wiih f/arious "Romanian Anarchisfs aboutmuch 
more ihan justihe AnfhNAlO-Summifin Bucharest 


Here comes probably the longest interview we have ever printed in over six years of publishîng ourjoumat 
But we strongly believe that it is worth to give Romanian anarchists enough space to present and explain 
the realities in which they are trying to conduct their struggles. 

Interview was made shortly after the NATO-summit in Bucharest about whîch you can Jind some reports n 
this issue, The events during the summit themselves , are not exactly the focus of this interview * The idea 
was rather to use this specific momentani of anarchists* structures mobilization in Remania in order to take 
a closer look at the situation they are flndlng themselves in on a daily basis while building the tocat 
anarchist movement. 

After many compHcatîons, finally (only) one member of ABB-collective nuznaged to reach the capital of 
Romania in the beginnîng of April Direct participation in Bucharest events helped to build the interview 
based on the personal experience and direct observation of the circumstances . 

The decision ofaddressing the questions to more than one Romanian activist was conscious, with the idea 
to present a wider and diverse perspective on the issues. Finally, the interview ended ap being very long, but 
believe as - we would like to ask our Romanian comrades tt&ice as many Şuestions... Bspecially because in 
the past we have not always been able to report from this region so directly. 

AbolishingBB 


ABB: The protests against the NATO-summit in 
Bucharest were for sare a new challenge for your 
movement and possibly some things became even 
clearer afterwards as they seemed to be before * Let’s 
start with the mood and consciousness of the lower 
classes people in Romania - what does it mean to caii 
against NATO and miUtarization in Romania? How do 
the common people look at these things? 

Bogdan Palie: NATO is seen as a “maintaining peace” 


organisation, so calling against it is calling against peace 
itself. The mood, I likc this w T ord, of the lower classes here 
in Romania is very much the mood of the mainstream 
media. If at the beginning of the mediatic storm against 
the anti-Nato movement, when the media announccd that 
“Ateneu is the nest of an anarchist groups" for example- 
with the mention that the Ateneu is the theatre hcrc in Iaşi 
were a lot of activists work together - those people were 
totally against the “young troublemakers”. But later, after 
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the “April Bucharest” when the media made new reports 
mention the actions of our group, actions likc Food not 
Bombs, clothes collecting, concerts, Criticai mass, 
alternative cinema, and not in the last the “Ateneu” action 
- were we put on the stage, with a great artist like Benoit 
Vitse (the director of Ateneu Tatarasi}, piece likc "Paşaport” 
in which Benoit speaks about the abuse of police power at 
the borders, the later “Lorca” a strong speech against 
fascism, “Mady baby Edu” 
about immigration.,. those 
people, the common people, 
understood more and 
therefore... started to show 
solidarity with. Yes of course 
at a very small level but even 
like this... huge diffcrcnce then 
before. 

Ana Plotnik: I would say thai 
the Romani an society would 
better be described as being 
quite resigned with the lack of 

satisfaction concerning how things are going on for most 
of the inhabitants, It is very common to hear people 
complaining about their condition (mostly that the prices 
are too high and the wages/pensions too low), but it rareîy 
happens that they manage to make their voice heard by 
organizing themselves in expressing this state of 
dissatisfaction* 

The same thing is happening regarding the political 
context and the leaders that are leading the countryCTo 
caii against NATO and militarization in Romania riiight 
mean to be out of your mind, to some extent. Romania is 
not used to hear a criticai voice that speaks against things 
that are so promoted and so “valued” at the moment, 
Romania*s membership in NATO and UE was always 
presented as a very positive asset that all citizens should 
be proud of. Due to the lack of imparţial or criticai 
Information that was given to the general public > most 
Romanians feel that they are not in the position of even 
considering having a criticai view on things that are 
happening at the upper political levels, Even though a Iot 
of Romanians might say that they agree with NATO, they 
see it as an entity that will safeguard them without having 
any information on tlie impiication that militarization is 
having around the world. 

In Romania therc is no media (cxcept for indymedia 
which is being read by only a very limited number of 
people) that is free from any political interest 
(in the way of belonging to a political party 
member or sympathizer) when presenting a 
certain type of information, \ 

Considering this context I would say that 
common people look at things like NÂTO El? 
without understanding the implidations that 
they have upon their lives. In this case, to caii 
against militarization in Romania, means to 
caii against the system as a whole and to 
assume being associated with acts of terrorism by a mass 
media which is under the direct command of higher state 
authorities. 

Bogdan C: Definitely it was, and it still is a new challenge 
for everybody here. Tm talking more from the perspective 
of a young person living in Iaşi. Living here had nothing to 
do with this poiitics we are into now, maybe just some 
people into '30$. So we got no clue about how things work 
from the perspective of autonomous movements. And to 
clarify the context, in Iaşi were born some important 
fascist legions, so it has a past into extreme right 
extremism so it seems that we rise into a Tioly’ land, but 
things changed. Some of us went to mobilisations and 


actions in Europe. I remember I felt like a student into a 0 
think & action school, but still, what you see there and all 
the information you got from internaţional people cannot ■ ;| 
compare to the situation when you face everything by ■; 
your seif and you experience everything and at this point 
you can act differcnt (...) 

Talking about the mood and the consciousness of lower ; 
classes... hmm>.thi$ lower class* as referred to the 

_ western people means something different in 

eastern countries, at least in Romania. In 
short words, everybody can see the derapajes 
bctween poiitics of the west and cast. The east 
being sometimes more into American poiitics, 
and the west - not that it is totally against 
American poiitics, but more interested into the 
European maşter plan, and this is linked to 
social values also. This ‘eastern Iove’ for y 
Americans makes big changes into social 
behaviour. As you find lower class people L ; 
being: ultra liberal, even they cannot ‘compete ? 
and win in the free market’, hard line ; 
consumers who don’t save a penny, conservatory, 
homophobic and sexist. But this is not a rule, So if you 
wanted to ask about ‘us* and our presumptive supporters, 
l think we fit more to students - which some could say 
they are bourgeois somehow and even to the middle class 
which sometimes is social. So as you can see everything is 
somehow disturbed by this. 

So in this case, you can assume that my answer about 
the ‘common people* it is about that part of society who 
care not only about profits and still got some criticism into 
their ;thoughts. 

For - example, in Januaiy the mass media, probably 
pushed by secret Services, started to hunt people who 
might act against the summit. They were tough in 
accusations but the feedback was surprising, Even they 
were telling about anarchism (maybe unknown notion at 
That timej they made some connections to the radical left. 
Even with this told in the articles, many of our ‘supporters* 
were; opposite to us* They defended us stating that NATO 
is a Jewish run organisation, thatf NATO is an anti¬ 
naţional organisation and any more. For us was really 
weird at that time to be defended-by people from anti- 
semitic-nationalist background. 

Later, as the summit came and go, the supporting people 
becbiSie diverse, like students, oid people, school and 
umversity teachers and artists, and even the simply and 

not exactly political 
simple working people, 
more close to our 
opinions than the fir st 
wave ‘supporters*. And 
if it comes io how do 
they look to this kind 
of calls, hmm, I think 
most of them don’t 
know how to react with 
this stuff. As it was a new thing to create a structure of 
resistah.ee, I think for the people it was new to start to get 
feeds from this area* 

ABJ3; Yes, according to my observations, during some 
actions in Bucharest it came out that many 
inhabitants of Bucharest has much more sympathy to 
the young anarchists, even if they were reduced by 
media to the level of terrorists and hooligans, as to 
the state forces. One is hearing so much about 
£omanian society being deeply poisoned through 
dozens of years living in authoritarian politica! 
conditions and than suddenly one see common 


“Romania is not used to hear 
a criticai voice that speaks 
against things that are so 
promoted and so “valued” at 
the moment** 
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,5 workers greeting “anarchist terrorists and hooligans” 
v on every step in Bucharest * Nave you made the same 
! experience at these days in Bucharest and what 
would you say us on this issue in general ? 

Bogdan P: Well, I have seen workers saluting terrorists, 
yes[ 

Ana: I consider this as being a tricky question. As I said 
before, my general impression is that Romanians are not 
uscd to organize themselves and raise their voices if they 
are not satisficd with a cer tain situa tio n of \yhatever kind. 
Street actions (ex: demonstrations) are rarely happening in 
Bucharest and of 
course that when 
they happen, people 
might look at the 
panîcipants as like 
some animals in the 
zoo. I think that deep 
inside they might 
appreciate the fact 
that a few young 
people are going on 
the Street to say their 
point of view on 
something, but from 
here to supporting or 

joining them is a big step which is rarely/never being 
made. I guess that this is because of the pas sivi ty, 
resignation and lack of iniţiative that characterizes a lot of 
the people. One of the main rcasons could be the lack of 
information that is being provided to them. The second 
would be the fact that most people are used to 'protest 1 
only when something affects them directiv ~ they hardly 
never think of going on the-Street for an idea or for a thing i 
that they canT perceive as influencing their lives. ^ 

I can give you 2 examples that arc very relevant here, 
During the marches against discrimination that we did în 
autumn 2006 and 2007 the media was always asking 
people all sorts of questions. In 2006 a reporter came to 
mc and asked why I am in the march and after I'gsiye the 
explanation he asked if I personally feel discriminated. I 
said that-not really, but that there are many peqjpie that 
have to face this in eveiy minute of their livgş, Hi£ : answer 
was “And why are you here Then? It’s noţ; 
your problemf" ^ vy: ' : 

The second examplei comes from 2007, 
when after Romania joined the EU and all 
sort of an ti-discrimination campaigns were 
being promoted. During the demonstration a 
reporter asked a woman on the Street what 
she thinks about this action\She answered 
“Its a good thing that they are against 
discrimination". Then the reporter asked her 
opinion about gay and rroma pedple. Her 
answer was “the gay people are mentally 
disturbed and I am sick of all the rroma ^ # 

people that I have to meet every day.” ^ '% 

These are my 2 concrete examples that could say a lot 
about how a lot of people in Romania think. And this is 
because they are not informed or misinformed. They 
receive notions like (NATO- good, discrimination-bad) and 
they swallow them without understanding their essence, 
Mass-media, the politicians and the education System are 
the first ones responsible for this situation. 

Bogdan C: I think is remarkable that people salute and 
enjoy these actions. Some could say iris not about the past 
background. As I see things now, i think some of them 
know exactly what kind of people they agree with by 
supporting them even with a simple smile or a shaken 
hand, but some of them I think they encourage us as a 


psychological reaction which may have 2 directions. One, 
that is their image of youth & rebel* that gets to many 
people - even to conservative ones as for one moment they 
link with their ideal of freedom, justicc and all that wild 
Vouthphyliat Secondly, I think also from the position of 
witnessing some violence against us. The state made us 
victims, and as the people did not react in a direct way, at 
least they transpose their feelings somehow. Of course this 
is a subject to argue but 1 think this people’s reaction is a 
mixturc of this aspecte* 

ABB: Finally, one has to admit f that for 
various reasons f the anti-NATO-protest 
could not really take place in Bucharest It 
would he probably very frustrating 
conclusion if not the fact t that focus of the 
protests which has been beforehand strictly 
anti-militaristic has turned into the 
ntajtion between little anarchist/anti- 
mihtarîstic movement and the state (with 
whole intelligence and more or less 
secret^ police forces) in which confrontation 
each side was making its best in order to de- 
legitimised existence of the other one . Such 
surprised turn of the focus of the euents can 
be seen as very positive for local anarchist 
movement in long terms perspective * Confrontation 
was taking place on the eyes of the whole society t so 
each statement or the act of anarchists in these days 
has been so widely presented and reflected m the 
public opinion as probably never ever before. This is 
at least my assumption of what I have witnessed at 
these days on the streets of Bucharest . What do you 
thing about this turn îtself and what do you think 
was afinat outcome of this confrontation? 

Bogdan P: Yes, iris true, with the only mention that 
actions werc took place in Bucharest with some other 
occasions thanks to the local activists there, and in the 
cycs of the whole society, but ya* this time.. .iUs the State 
who make it bigger then ever. Why? Because in order to 
increase the 'security* they paint an Evil, in the Romanian 
society: "The Anarchist”; and therefore the huge step 
forward for the hole libert sirian-.movement in the mind of 

the people, people who 
now access a full wave of 
information about this 
alternative. Me, I still 
doirit rise up my flag yct 
- I sow a very aggressive 
state and I expect more 
violence - at least we 
don*t find a way to speak 
together, common people 
to common people, and 
every day until the next 
confrontation. Because 
what I do Find unusu^l in those events is the spectator 
attitudd^ssumed by a large part of the students for 
exampîe^ by a large part of the workers and in Bucharest 
and in all the country, but Bucharest is the largest 
university town in Romania. So we have a lot to think 
about, but of course the hope in solidarity was never 
bigger than now, and this it is the final outcome. 

Ana: I think that an important asset of this confrontation 
was the fact that it created a solidarity platform between 
many people that met there / then for the first time* 
Anothcr good thing was that a lot of people manifested 
their indignation to the fact that the Romanian authorities 
hafL such a brutal attitude towards a group of young 
people that didn’t do anything wrong or illegal and were 


“We’ve been told that these 
young people are a danger to 
our society, hut looking at 
how they have been treated 
for no reason it makes me 
thing that maybe the danger 
comes from somewhere else” 
- elderly woman on the 
streets of Bucharest 


“I thing being a watchdog for 
all the social problems is 
more important than 
focusing on some, as there 
are plenty of areas of society 
which is not covered-up by 
nobody” 
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just expressing their visions in a peaceful way, The fact 
that many NGO’s pressed charges against the Rornanian 
authorities was a good feedback from the civil society, that 
had the courage to start a battle which has littie chances 
to win but which might hopefully create a precedent for 
this things not to happen again (in the same way) in the 
future. 

It is true that maybe it was the first time when the image 
of what might be an activist or an anarchist became a bit 
clear for some Rornanian people. While being asked for her 
opinion an old woman from the Street answered something 
like this: “We’ve been told that these young people are a 
danger to our society, but looking at how they have been 
treated for no reason it makes me thing that naaybe the 
danger comes from somewhere else”, 

At the same time, the mass media did not reflect any of 
the conclusions after the summit ended, Thcre were very 
few published articles that accused the Rornanian 
authorities for acting on an illegitimate basis, and I guess 
that for the Rornanian society the case was classified and 
forgotten already. The only things that are still in process 
are the trials that a few NGO’s initiated against the 
authorities. Hopefully they will make public some good 
news in the months to come. 

Bogdan C: Well, for some maybe what was happening wiţh 
this turning over was a problem; maybe for internationals 
who actually came for protest and not for defending 
themselves, I refer to this f defend J as one of the firsts steps 
into cmancipation of a movement. For _ 


Some of them consider themselves as being anarchist and 
others don't, even though they sympathize with the 
anarchist ideas. 

As it was proven in the past and also in the present, onty 
a very small number of people (I would say maximum 10- 
15 from the whole country) are active in initiating and 
organizing an action. The others are usually just 
participating in the events. One of the biggest 
disappointments is that a lot of people arc deciding not to 
take part in organizing an event invoking reasons of being 
too busy or too scared of the consequences, In this case 
there are only a few people that have the iniţiative and the 
strength to develop something.. and sadly enough those 
people is exactly the same ones all the time. 

The fact that in mo st cases their actions and good 
intentions are being presented to the public in a negative 
way [through the mass media), are not being supported by 
others that have similar beliefs or are being brutally 
stopped by the police forces, might be reason enough why 
not too many things are being initiated in Romania 
nowadays. 

Rornanian activists usually feel like they are alone in this 
and it is veiy disappointing to see that there is veiy littie 
support or understanding from other people or from the 
civil society. 

Bogdan C: For sure, no. There were people harassed in 
many cities. Some could stand this and went to Bucharest, 
some couldn’t. în any case there was a huge problem in 
__ this mobilisation and this 


me, and maybe for many Romanians 
this fight, mostly into media, was futile 
as we got into the light, we send to 
public space our ideas and we got 
feedback and so on. So ’T find very 
important that here in Romania we 
legitimize our opinions, so people know 
what we do, how we act, how we 
organize etc., but might be like a back- 
in-time for the internationals which 
made this in their own countries 
centuries ago. 


ABB; Activitîes ctgainst the AEATO- 
summit in Bucharest gathered all 
together maybe î 50-200 activists of 
anarchists and other anti-authoritarian spectrum, 
involved on various leveîs in the resistance, However, 
this number incîudes already about 3-4 dozens of 
internationals. Is this number of Rornanian 
participants adequate to the condition of anarchist 
structures in Romania for now? Give us p lease HttIe 
description of the condition and tendenciejs withîn 
the Rornanian movement as ii is tbda^ * 

Bogdan P: If we think about the^fact that some police 
structures had the order to visit people in their home and 
aggrcss their family with frightening like “Your son lady, 
better stay home during the summit, otherwise îigly things 
could happened to him,«.might be turned back home 
covercd in bloodl”, or the visits of the same police into our 
jobs, schools, neighbours, speaking about our “implication 
in terrorist activities”., you all may have an idea about how 
it is to get together here. But me, Fd like to salute to all the 
comrades who didn't succeed to take a small part of the 
cake, fulfilled their vanity, like I did. 

Ana; I think that during the events and meetings that took 
place on lst-4th of April, there were a lot of people that 
attended compared to our past experiences. I also consider 
that in Romania there isn’t an anarchist movement. It is 
rather a small group of friends that are active in different 
fields and that unite in some actions of mutual interest. 



was the lack of a small 
anti-repression group 
before the summit and it 
was never-experienced 
part of activism here, 

ABB: What else did you 
leamed about your 
local movement during 
the confrontation 

against the NATO- 
summit ? 

Bogdan P: 1 expected kind 
of brothership and 1 had 
it, they learned me a lot, 

>■' Ana: As I said before, in 

m.y opinion iris a bit too much to tâlk about a movement in 
Romania. After the late st events I realized this again and 
once and for all. The few people that I personally knew and 
expected to be active confîrmed my expectations entirely. 
As I mentibned before, they are just the same people that 
are active all the time. But the lack in number and the 
territorial spread of those few people makes it almost 
impossiblc to create a funcţional platform for working 
together on a local/countiy level. 

Bogdan C: This I will make it short: I could say I searched 
a iot for examples of people doing things for the ldea\ now 
Lfound some of them, and luckily they are my friends. 

ABB; As we unăerstand there was never in the short 
history of the very young anarchist network in 
Romania so much attention being paid to it by media f 
and therefore by public opinion as welL Despite of the 
massîve intoxicatîon which was produced before the 
summit by mainstream media towards anarchists , 
can you see some positive side and eventual new 
possibitities which appeared for anarchist ideas due 
to this massive presence of anarchists on the peoples 9 
mouths in March-April 2008? 

Bogdan P: Ycs, almost all the sides were positive. They 
have started with calling us “violence people” at a very 
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high bour on the majors TV channels and then fmished by think that a good way to follow would be that of small local 

beating them for having paints in their room at the same actions with a special focus on spreading Information 

high hour of the same major TV channels, This open now about intentions and actions to the people. I am referrmg 

a big number of possibiiities for anarchist ideas, as since herc to the very small steps that each one of us makes 

with the availabk resources, as a group or 
on an individual level in evervday life. In this 


big 

now on maybe the 
intoxication will not be 
tolerate on such a big 
scale like during the 
March-April 2008 
Bogdan C; 1 cannot say 
much about this, I think 
you work even for 
‘possibiiities' and I don’t 
think that now it's easier 
or harder to build 
something. 

ABB: How can be used 
the new situation for 


“To caii against 

militarization in Romania, 
means to caii against the 
system as a whole and to 
assume being associated 
with acts of terrorism by a 
mass media which is under 
the direct command of 
higher state authorities” 


casc some experiences that we might have at 
the moment in Romania, have already 
happened years ago in other countries. And 
wc can learn from the experience of other 
people which can be very helpful if it is 
adapted to the Romanian context, 
Concretely, I can’t really say because it 
depends on the context at some point or 
anothen But I am very sure that sharing 
experiences with other people is very useful 
for finding ways of going ahead. 

Bogdan > C; 1 think this cooperation existed 
aţqd sţtll exists. I can remind you that it was 
further development of anarchist structures and a time wte n-the were foreign info-tours in our city that 
spreading anarchist ideas in Romania ? Do you see were joined by 3 or 4. persons. There were foreign zines 
there any need of strengthening the cooperation with which were coming faster to us that any other Romanian 
anarchist from other regions of Europe in order to er.e. I thank to all the people who spend time and money 

in tours just for those 3 or 4 
persons in the city, to people 
who spend time and money 
and send letters so we could 
join internaţional 

camps/mobilisations and 
travel to see what’s behind 
the borders for the first time 
and many many others who 
visited and played a role into 
supporting some kids. Well, 
they played their role, You 
all played this role, Now we 
grew and its tune for us to spread, to built, to talk and to 
continui wliaf others started. In the end I really believe the 
very next step is about us t ypu can compare it to the age 


make possible steps this direction? How it 
could look like very concretely? 

Bogdan P: 1 think IU first, give up now of the 
mainstream media and letting them swimming 
in their on storm, I think they had the chance to 
do something for the common people and they 
did not, except follow their goal: money and 
fame, In my mind, after Buchpest, I had the 
theatre play I already told you about, Lorca, as^ 
the next proj ect to he 1 p, VAnd so this was;? 
materialized, thanks to the local movement, orie 
week after the summit, and it’s a 
success., .common people come to see it in a 
large number, a play that speaks about-Federico Garcia 
Lorca, the poet, killed by the fascists in the Spain of 1936 
which obvious look like Romania of 2 008/and jvhy not 
Euro America of ţ^^^Sia^c : "''''2008 if we thi|iţ f ^about 4 ;: of ipşfurity, 
hundreds of poetâ killeS in Afganistan or Irak for the same fr.r # ■■■■■■■■ . . 

reason as-Lorca was killed: "During the peace yo^r work ABB; Coming backfor a while to the beginning of the 
was nothing but clowning but we are in wa^pow and ţhis inţerview..* ■ If we consideţ^^uit there is number of 
anarchists ideas are poisons now, forgur^kt ahd^ăint oră^^g^Qple^eidy to sympathise with the 
Spain”, All the town is full in the evemng of the play with anarchists but they did not decide to join the anU- 
posters written on it: ”He was homosexual^â^kw ■^ v: ,jmRpţrlstic campaign against NATO, than one of the 
communist, he like gypsies, and you all want him^h?^ appearing in this place is: what actually 



alive?” 

About the cooperation with the anarchist -around the 
Europe, with no doubt we should strengthen the links, 
links without which in fact nothing at all could Happgniui. 
Bucharest, for example. But also to encourage the fights in 
our own communities, each one pf us knowing the best 
their own area of action and not 
in the end sharing our 
experience after with everybody 
in or out. Concretely 111 like for 
my region autonomous spaces, 
and this is what all the activi sts 
bere try as a hope, in which 
wc 11 continue with all our 
projects after June when the 
director Benoit will go back to 
France and so we and the Ateneu will be lost in front of the 
bureaucracy. But this is possible along some other, with a 
logistic support from our friends around Europe. 

Ana: I guess that young Romanian activists have a lot of 
need for sharing Information /experiences with activists 
living in diffcrent countries. Due to the very limited 
number of activists willing to iniţiate concrete actions I 


“We have a lot to think 
about, but of course the hope 
in solidarity was never bigger 
than now, and this is the 
final outcome” 


are the social issues in Romania on which terrain the 
anarchist Jdeas could be effectively combined with 
the actual social will for change? I Vould you like to 
try and answer this guesjtton? 

Bogdan P: The social issues in Romania are the same like 
ages ago, still few I found veiy conccming: first, the waste 
y - of workers* efforts and resources on 

■ producing useiess luxuries, and 
then, not the absence of a culture & 
education process but the presence 
of a mind intoxicator one. Those 
issues cross my mind often, so it's 
how in my opinion activism is far 
away from common people. Let's not 
speak about the cult for 
consumerism that workers enjoy 


after 89’ and let’s say something about the Minister of 
Culture and Cults were cults means orthodox and catholic 
cults and so instead money to go back to the people in 
diffcrent forms of real culture they go against people’s 
freedom by building more church. And now what is left 
from the Culture in Romania I’m against also. This one of 
“the bred and the circus of Rome” and the purpose is 
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“This confrontation was the 
fact that it created a 
solidarity platform between 
many people that met 
there/then for the first 
time” - 


basically to distract the workers from the thoughts of the 
revolution. And than, social will for the real change is 
alienated. It's a trap. 

The anarchists ideas are effectively combined with the 
social will for 
changes there, 
where the people 
are not poisoned 
with that; but we 
can’t know were to 
finei these people so 
let’s blast our ideas 
among the whole 
socicty. Me I prefer 
one worker awake 
then hundreds wavering. 

Ana: Wow, this is a very good question.,.but I’m afraid that 
it might not receive a proper answer. I guess that a first 
step would be to clarify what an anarchist means. In 
Romania it"s very confusing because a lot of people that 
belong to the punk-rock scene but that don’t ever get 
involved in social-political actions are seen as representing 
the anarchist scene, So, in this way a better terminology 

for the Romanian context would be _ :y-; : 

to caii it the “activist scene"’. 

The actual social will for change is 
present in the feelings of most 
Romanians, I guess... But due to 
the harsh living conditions and 
insecurity a lot of people fînd it hard 
to think about organizing 
thcmselves in structures that might 
generate social change on a long 
term (even if only from the power of 
the personal example), The 
individualism and lack of iniţiative 
of the people might: be really 
disappointing to see,|but at the 
same time î consider it to be 
understandable. I ggejsy that the 
only way in .whibh îhings could 
change in the future-fonThe Romaniai Joci et>y would be 
through means of a. different edSŞation focused oh 
providing information bn^rights thah-: people ■ have .and 
alternatives that they can take into account^when^facing 
their everyday reality. \ 

Awareness might make people become more open tp 
taking risk and creating structures for 
generating a potenţial social change. 

Bogdan C: I cannot makfe. a constructive 
statement on this. I might ti^ng to a futile 
land to organize but sometitnes whât .it' 
seems its not for real, so l thîng b£ing 
watchdog for all the social problems Îs more 
important than focusing on some, as there 
are plenţy of areas of society which is not: 
covered-up by nobody. 


ABB: What is a state of the repression 
connected with NATO-summit towards 
the activists for now? What do you 
expect from this side in next period? 

Bogdan P: HI like to describe you a TV show 
just before the summit. There were 
politicians, intellectuals and media 
journalists. The question was “How it came that Romania 
received the honour to organize the NATO-summit?” and 
those people fight in arguments like "We have the 2nd 
biggest building in the world after Pentagon” or “Because 
our efforts in the war contends”, but the true answer is: we 


have the most corrupted country in Europe and thabs why 
the state of the repression of course; cause NATO is a 
corruption and so repression. 

Imagine how big the space of action for police is, if they 
have the German police logistics and the field of 
Rumanian bureaucracy when it J s come to civil 
rights. Four days after I come back from 
Bucharest two policemen at my door ask about 
the phone number of the owner because Tm 
illegal staying there, they said. I didn’t officially 
change my 1D with the new address. In the mean 
time one of them went in the house of my 
neighbours trying to get complains about me and 
advice them, Tm a dangerous person activating in 
a terrorist structure, They came with 
intimidations like "You fuck me?!”, because on first of April 
I had a meeting with them at Ateneu, cause by the way 
they visit my job 3 or 4 times speaking about us,”the 
terrorists”, and so of course I didn’t honoured the 
invitation to meeting, which supposed to be only a 
“fricndly” discussion about my ideas, as they said. 

But all this I should say turn to be good for me 
ultimately because made the cohesion between us, the 

activists - everybody 
receiving the same 
treatments, and also with 
some other sympathizers. 
Ana: At this point, it is hard 
to think about the future 
consequences, I guess that 
a few people will constantly 
be under the strict eye of 
the Romanian authorities 
after the latest events. But I 
guess that for most of us it 
was the first time when 
realizing to what extent our 
lives could be monitored by 
the intelligence Services and 
to what degree of 
•;. intimidaţion^and repression 
a hurpan being could be exposed tp on the basis of 
expressing the^constituţional right offree speech. There is 
nothing more-disappointing than to realize this... 

Bogdan C: We had last week a demonstration against 
state repression, covered by media and saluted by the 
people in the city, Now it looks like things are calm, but in 

case it gets worse we 





.../ ^ 




want to push back a lot 
as at the times we are 
supported by many 
people. 

ABB: Thank you a lot 
for intervîew. Now is 
the right moment to 
add anything I didn’t 
ask you and what you 
believe is important to 
be said. 

Bogdan P: Thank you 
also. Thank to all of you! 
Ana: Thank you also for 
this, The questions were 
very well addressed, but 
I think that the answers that I gave might be a bit vague 
,,.l am not very satisfied with this situation, but I found it 
really hard to answer them in a comprehensive way. It is 
all very contextual and this made it even harder to explain 
my position. 


“There were people harassed 
in many cities. Some could 
stand this and went to 
Bucharest, some couldn’t. In 
any case there was a huge 
problem in this mobilisation 
and this was the lack of a 
small anti-repression group 
before the summit and it was 
never-experienced' part of 
activism here” 
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On the 24^ of March this ycar about 80 percent of the 
employecs of the car mânu fac tu ring plant of Dacia- 
Renault in Mioveni (Romania) entered on strike asking for 
a salary increase of roughly 150 Euros per worker, The 
management of the company refused these demands as 
unrealistic, offered initially in rcturn a more modest 31 
Euro salary increase per employee and contested the 
legality of the strike in court. The 
representatives of the workers say 
that the increase they demand is 
fair due to the growth in the sales 
and profits of the company in recent 
years. Last year alone, Dacia sold 
more than 230.000 cars of itş suc- 
cessful and cheap model - the 
Renault Logan, In 2006, the pet 
profit of the French owned company, 
reached the 100 million Euros 
threshold, while last ycar it is expect- 
ed to be around 150 million Euros. 

What the workers demand is their 
share of the extraordinary success 
story that has been so far the trans- 
formation of Dacia into a profitable 
car manufacturcr. The representa¬ 
tives of the trade unions state that the 
labor productivity increased in a spec¬ 
tacular fashion and it's high time the 
Romanian workers start being paid at decent levels, close 
to the salaries of their collcagues in Western Europe. If for 
cxample the minimum wage in France is almost 1300 
Euro, the gross average wage in the Dacia plant in 
Mioveni is little over 430 Euros, Given the fact that this is 
but the average salary, including that of the persoanei in 


the management and administration that earns obvious- 
ly more, the average net income for a worker in the facto- 
ry can be as low as only 200 Euros monthly. While the 
Romanian average wage (324 Euros) is four times small- 
er than the French minimum wage (1280 Euros), prices 
in Romania reached almost 60% of the European average 
after the country’s accession into the EU! 
It is thus obvious for ordinaiy people that 
living standards in the country are 
remaining and the same level or even 
going down, rather than tending to equal 
those in the old member states of the EU. 
Therefore, the trade unions are more and 
more vocal in their demands for higher 
wages and better working conditions for 
Romanian workers. 

How w r as this strike at Dacia reflected 
in the Romanian media? Most TV 
debates focused on the justification for 
the strike and the consequences of an 
eventual departure of the French com¬ 
pany Renault from Romania in case a 
too abrupt salary increase occurs and 
Romania won’t remain the paradise of 
cheap labor that it w r as during the past 
seven years. When it came with the con¬ 
cept for the very cheap Renault Logan 
to be dcvclopcd in the newly acquired 
Romanian plant in Mioveni, the French car-making giant 
thought that this could be done based of the low wage lev- 
eis in Romania as wetl as by minimizing the levels of 
robotics in the factory. This means that the Mioveni plant 
is the least technological modern factory owned by 
Renault-Nissan throughout the world as wcll as one the 
most cost effective factories. Therefore the cost of the 










Romanian worker is smaller than that of a fully automat- 
ed car making plant elsewhere in thc worid. That is why 
the French company stubbornly defcnds its position on 
the salary increase at Mioveni and threatened behind the 
curtains to cut some of the workforcc if labor costs bccome 
too high. Instead of denouncing this cheap blackmail that 
the French producer could not make in its home countiy 
^ without stirring a political hurricane, the Romanian media 

f doubted the rationality of the trade union’s requests. 

This is a common pattern for post-communist Romania 
^ where strikes and tradc-unions have always been per- 
^ ceived as backward minded, Rather than showing solidar- 
S ity with the misery of millions of their fellow countrymen 
§ that after decad es of work have been put out of work 
^ because of privatization and restructuring programs 
) imposed from abroad, the Romanian media have put the 
; ■ guilt on the obsolete views of trade union leaders. It is true 
that state-run economy was a total failure and that it 
■ţ: amounted to high level of corruption for managers and 
public employees, yet Romanians embraced privatization 
fi Thatcher-style in an enthusiastic manner unseen in such 
western countries as France and Germany, 

Since then though, many Romanians have become dis- 
enchanţed with the naţional brand of capitalism that has 
brought foreign investments and put 70% of the economy 
in private hands, but has failed so far to pro vi de the west¬ 
ern like living standards promised. 

How come wc lack that solidarity that has been the cor¬ 
ne rstone of western Europe's development and social 
progress? Communism is one explanation. It has left the 
country soci al ly fractured while the social capital was 
shattered, Very few associations were allowed to function 


and thc existing ones wcrc tightly controlled by the regime. 
The toppling of Ceausescu in 1989 did not provide the lib- 
eration from that miserable state when each feared his or 
hers neighbor. On the contrary, the new regime uscd the 
social fracture in its own bcnefit by opposing the reform 
minded students and intellectuals to more conservative 
thinking trade union members, especially those of the 
miners. The outcome is well-known. Brought to Bucharest 
with government acknowledgement, the miners made 
order on the strects of the capital by beating (even beating 
to death) some of the students that protested against the 
new regime in the summer of 1990. 

The consequences of those horriblc days from 1990 still 
linger on in Romanian society as elites tcnd to disregard 
the plight of the working class, while workers distrust 
intellectuals , even whcn they uphold the cause of the 
workers. Until this society moves on and starts a real 
debate on the development direction which we want for 
our countrv, such strikes as that from Dacia will be 
watchcd sksptickjlly bţy most of the representatives of the 
elites, no mafter their ideological credentials. But the 
Dacia workers represent a happy case because thcy have 
strength in numbers and are able to fight for their rights. 
Last year, a young woman working for the Romanian 
branch of the consultancy giant EmstfkYoung was found 
dead from exhaustion caused by the overload of work she 
was required to fulfill for her company. Unfortunately, no 
trade union is there to defend the rights of skilled young 
people working for mulţi naţio nai s and the Romanian 
authorities seem deaf and dumb to abuses caused by 
aberrant tasks imposed by such companies. Solidarity? In 
Romania? What ajoke... 



Louder, more Setf-Respect, more Insolence.. 

Sfrike affhe DacimRenaulf in 'Românim a Turning Point 

From Wildcat#81 (May 2008) 


On March 24, about 8000 from 13000 workers of Dacia- 
factoiy in Romania went on unlimited strike. One of the 
main demands was an increase of salaries by 50-70%. 
When preparing the calculations behind this demand, 
workers didn’t reiate their present wages to the standard 
wages in Romania but compared them to these of the 
workers in Renault-factories in Turkey and France (with 
whose workers they recently established good contacts) 
which are getting for the same work between 900 and 
2000 Euro, while their Romanian colleagues only 300 
Euro. This strike in Dacia is the most significant struggle 
in the Romanian private sector since 1989 and could be a 
beginning of a wave of strikes for better life conditions in 
the region of Romania. 

Three days on the place 

Many days the only source of our information about the 
strike was on the internet One day we could read in a 
longer article in a German daily newspaper “Tagesspiegel”, 
the workers of Dacia stated they are influenced to strike by 
German engine-drivers. We deciding spontaneously to 
make a trip to Romania and check for ourselves what is 
actually going on there. After two days of travelling we 
reached the city of Piteşti. During the trip we found our¬ 
selves in an information-hole. On radio the there was no 
word about the strike anymore* It w T as possible that it 
ended before we arrived. Finally on the evening radio; the 
Dacia management repeated their offer to the workers; 
leaders of the unions will tomorrow morning discuss the 
issue with the striking factory crew in order to take com¬ 


mon dccisions. We won't loose any time and we drive 
dircctly in the night to Mioveni, a smaller town next to 
Piteşti, where on the hill thc Dacia-Factories are located. 
On thc huge parking-place in front of the plant only a few 
lonely cars are parked; silence everywhere. Some security 
workers are around but nothing to see from strike-posts. 

Next morning, Wednesday, strike day Nr, 17, we again go 
up the hill towards the plant. The parking place is now 
pretty full with personal cars and firm-buses. The morning 
shift is at their workplace. But nobody works; the produc- 
tion-bands are making no sound. The workers arc just 
coming out one after another from thc main entrancc. The 
fir st one we ask for an update says: 'The offer is shitty. 
Everybody is against it, The strike will continue This deci- 
sion will be ratificd at the same moment in writing (!), 

“In oiu^heads something happened” 

The most important demand of the striking workers is a 
salary increase of 550 Lei (148 Euro) per month. Then they 
want 5-10% participation in the profits, increase of 
Christmas- and Easter money (in both cases half the 
monthly salary) as well as H oii day pay (one month salary} 
and an increase in extra pay for heavy work of 200 Lei per 
year, and finally, a 15% discount when buying Renault- 
products. During the talks with the workers we realised 
that these demands are already the painful minimum for 
them and they w T on’t go below it in any case. They express 
their anger about the strcssful work, the asscmbly-lines 
never stop, behind the backs of the foremen who always 
control and find somebody at fault, The management want 
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to introduce weekend-shifts, the so-cailed 4-shift-system 
with only one free weekend in the month. 

Later we speak to a group of older workers who arc stay- 
ing on the park-place, drinking self-made wine from the 
plastic cups and discussing loudly, They are immediatcly 
rcady to tel 1 us about their work condi- 
tions and the actual state of the strike: 
u We had allowed them to fuck us around 
too long. In our heads something hap - 
pened! We understood that we are here 
doing the same work as the Renault-work- 
ers in France and our salanes are so shitty. 

We are not second nor third world any- 
more”. 

~ V 

“Neither second nor third world 
anymore” 

Since 1968 the plant on the hill in 
Mioveni produces in the flrstly, on licence of 
Renault, Dacia 1300, and was proud of 
Dictator Ccausescu, Renault finally took 
the plant over in 1999 and dismissed half of 
the 27 000 people employed at that time. 

Since 2004, the cheap car Dacia Logan is 
being built here, Originally this car was 
meant for east-European market and in this way built - 
e.g. into the kombi-version could fit an entire pig. Then, 
because of the decreasing incomes of the people in 
Western Europe, the car become very popular there as 
welk In Germany one can buy it for 7 200 Euro. 

Today the factory-complex consists of Logan production 
factory, mechanic sections (motor- and gear construction) 
and a section of body montagc. Apart from that, Dacia- 
Renault has its local development division for the Logan 
Model with about 300 engineers. As the workers told us, 
in Motor- and gear construction sections, works on new 
and modern CNC-machines are being lead, In body mon- 
tage sections work is mostly done manually with a low 
level of technology. 

In the area are also found factories of the supply firms 
where a further few thousands of 
employees are found. For example 
Johnson Controls is producing the seats 
for logan, while VALEO makes the 
cables. During the strike some informa- 
tion about further suppliers appeared 
in the media, The company Elba in 
Timişoara, producing reflectors for the 
cars, supposedly announced they to be 
forced to shut their production for the 
time of the strike in Dacia. Another 
supplier Borla Romcat, close to Piteşti 
supposedly dismissed 60% of the 
employees because of the long-techi" 
strike in Mioveni, as Dacia is ;the 
main receiver of their products. Borla 
Romcat produces exhalation-pipes 
for Logan, 

Down from the hill, opposite to the 
prison of Mioveni, is located the 
export-centre. There, ready Logan 
cars are again put apart into the ele- 
ments (CKD, Completely Kndbked Down), put into boxes 
and seni to other Montage-factor ies in Russia, India and 
Morocco. This way high custom costs for complete cars are 
avoided, 

“Old and young Muncitori” 

During the rally in Piteşti the next day we start to know 
Rodica. She is hanging together with her older friend and 
neighbour from Mioveni, I asked how many women are 
working in the factory, They answer that half of the crew 


are women, They are doing the same work as the men and 
are paid the same. Most of them went directiv from school 
to the factoty, Many of the Dacia-muncitori (Romanian ter¬ 
mini for worker) have, if men or women, behind them 
already 20-30 years of work at the 
asscmbly-line in this factory. 
Rodica already works here 31 years 
and is getting 253 Euro brurto, 
which means that in her pocket 
remains 157 Euro per month. Her 
husband was working in Dacia too, 
but 2002 he got some leaving- 
money, Since than he is working 
on building-sites and earns less 
than his wife, Both their childrcn 
arc already of age, and both of 
them had no choice but start to 
work in the factory straight after 
school. Daughtcr is 28 and she 
still lives bv her parents in the flat 
owncd by them in the socialist- 
block-style building from the 60- 
ies in Mioveni, Rodica and her 
husband had to stop many years 
long from taking their tradiţional holi- 
days at the Black Sea in order to be able to buy one new 
Logan. Seven years long have Rodica, as worker of Dacia, 
to pav rates in excess of 50% of her monthly wage in order 
to pay back the car, Only 30% of their work colleagues 
have their own cars, 

While the “older ones” make about 70% of the Dacia 
workers in Mioveni, in the last years more than 3500 
young workers were employed in the factory. The qualifi- 
cations did not play any role. They take anybody, On the 
buses which transport most of the workers eveiy day to 
the factory , there is a slogan to see: “We are employing!” 
The new contracts are limited to 3 or 6 months. Dismissals 
and new employments belong to the daily praxis, However, 
young workers are as well resigning from the work by 
themselves. “Wh.en some body remains at Dacia, it means 
that he/she has family, or debts, or he/she didn't fină 
anything better in other coun- 
tries” tells us Radu who works at 
the montage sector, The “young 
ones” are formaJly only getting 
the minimum wage of 200 Euro 
brutto. Constantin has already 
unlimited contract even if he is 
working not such a long time in 
Dacia: “We were dismissed in 
2006 after ihree months of work } 
because they didn't need us any- 
more. We have been aJ.ogether 
about 500 people to which this hap- 
pened and we were very angry. In 
front of factory number of brand 
new cars got many cracks. At the 
same time , it was clear that the 
employment-department wiU ask us 
sooner or later to undertake the work 
again. We made an agreement 
among many of us, and when one 
month later they called us, we told 
them collectively that we will undertake the work only if 
they give us unlimited contracts , It worked”. 

Strike in the legislative framework 

In 2003 there was already a wildeat strike in Dacia but 
it stopped after a few days, The activists were dismissed, 
We cannot find anybody who could give us more Informa¬ 
tion on this particular confrontation. Only one worker 
from the engine section remembers, the wildeat strike at 













that time was defeated supposedly for the reason that 
workers did not coordinate themsdves good enough. 
Considering the ongoing strike he says; " Here you are get- 
ting no information from the other production sections. I 
have no idea what they are deciding in the Montage hali for 
example!” 

In order that the strike will not be declared illegal and 
because of that, shut down, the trade union (1) takes care 
that the striking workers stick to certain rules. For exam- 
ple that striking workers are not moving between the dif- 
ferent production sections. Everybody has to remain at 
his/her working place, With the difference that nobody 
works. Also, the actions out of the production halls or in 
front of the factory gate are forbidden* Constantin tells us 
that at the beginning they had an idea to block the 
entrance for transporters, so even the products were ready 
before the strike could not le ave the factory but the major- 
iţy agreed that the strike should not leave the legislative 
framework. 

In spiţe of the inspiring determination which we have, 
faces among the workers, as well as this strike, has its 
boundaries. There is lack of self-co-ordination between the 
workers and lack of coltective actions with which they 
could increase the pressure* The decision processes are 
taking place within the frame of hierarchical structures of 
the trade union and the striking workers are making 
themsdves dependent on the informa tio n-c han nels pro- 
vided by the union leadership. Striking workers told us 
many times that they know that during similar strikes in 
France many things are being destroyed and sabotage is 
an elementary part of the strike. They are asking us as 
well, how it would be in our region. The idea of undertak- 
ing such kind of activities seem to be present in the minds 
of some workers but in the end is not being put into 
ac tio n. 

Toiling all weekends through? 

”We are not giuing up” is still the common message of the 
union leaders on the tribune and of the striking-workers 
on the square during the second big rally since the begin¬ 
ning of the strike which took place on Thursday, strike- 
day Nr. 18. 

The next morning, Friday 11 of April, strike-day Nr. 19, 
the confusion is in force. There is a new offer, not much 
better than the previous onc, in some points even worse 
and anyway is very far from the demands of the striking- 
workers. It consists of 300 Lei wage-increase starting from 


January 2008 (so inel. back payments) and another 60 Lei 
more from September 2008; and than the singular premi- 
um as a participaţi on in the enterprise-profits of 2007 in 
high of one month salary, however minimum 900 Lei, On 
an average this is 30%-40% wage increase. Non-skilled 
workers (cleaning-workers) and functionaries TESA (these 
both sectors were not striking) should get 15% wage- 
increase. 

At 1 pm the union signs the agreement and calls the 
strike as fmished, To the press goes information that 70% 
of the striking-workers have voled for acccptance of the 
new offer. Nobody knew from where came this number, 
Certainly there was no written voting this time and that 
obviously many striking-workers didn’t took part in the 
voting. For example the whole second shift, people living in 
other towns and villages which arrived at the factory at 
first afternoon with the buses, the only transportation 
measure they could afford- they all had no chance to par¬ 
ticipate in the decision rriaking. In the regional newspaper 
“Societatea” cSuJd lind next day: " Many of the striking 
workers were uhhappy with the decision to end the strike. 
It came to extremely tense moments , Big part of strikers 
hissed off the union leader”. Atmosphere until the change 
of the shifts was on this day in a low spirit. Nobody makes 
the impression of a person who won a fight. Many believe 
that the leadership of the union was bought by the other 
side and betrayed the strikers. One woman from the morn- 
ing shift asks us if we know if they could go to the court 
against thcir own functionaries. We are discussing with 
some workers possibilities of how the strike could contin¬ 
ue in such a new situation. Rodica is laughing at us when 
we are bringing the idea of undertaking a collective health 
holiday as an eventuality for further stopping of produc¬ 
tion and in this way continuing the pressure: “Ach, I 
understand now what you mean , But we are stiîl to scared 
to do such things , There have to be some change in our men - 
tality before we are so far”. 

Short after the end of the strike the workers are being 
told during factory assembly they have to work now in the 
weekends in order to work out the lost time from the strike 
period. 

How and if at all is the management able to conduct this 
is unclear for now. Its another idea of introducing in the 
factory 4-shifl System of permanent production that was 
taking back during the strike - only the imagination of 
having in the future only one free weekend in the month 
would create in the strikers a serious irritation. 


(I) The SAD - Sindicat Autoturism Dacia - exists already before 1989. During the process of joining the EU, existence of 
trade unions in the private sector ; as well as acceptance of the democratic structures within trade unions existing in the 
(exjstate industries, had to be accepted ană conducteă as well in Romania. At the moment ahout 80% of Dacia staff are 
members of the union. The monthly union-fee is knocked off directly from the salary. 




Anoiher Sirike FoOows! 


The strike had only just ended in 
Dacia and already on April 14, 2008, 
comes info about a strike of 3000 
workers in steel-works of Arcelor 
Mittal, one of the biggest stecl pro- 
ducers worldwide, in Galaţi, Romania. 
In steel-works are employed 13 000 
workers. 700 of the strikers wanted in 
the early hours to enter the factory 
through the main gate but were 
stopped by security guards who also 
started to film the striking-workers. 
As a reaction to it, it came to a riot in 
front of the main entrance to the fac¬ 


tory. Stones and bottles were used, 
One of the guard points got stfrashed. 
The Solidaritate, one of the"4 trade 
unions operating in the Arcelor Mittal, 
did not want to sign a prepared col¬ 
lective agreement. They actually 
demand double salary, but minimal 
increase should be of 25%. The man¬ 
agement of steel-works offers only 
9,5% more, Because of the strike the 
workplaces at the ovens can not be 
covered by workers, while it can lead 
after only a short period, to a danger 
of oven explosions, But to not be 


pushed to expensive shut down of the 
ovens- and break in the production, 
management goes to court in order to 
bring the strike to an end in this way. 
On April 1 5 they have reached thcir 
point, court decided against the 
strike: strike is illegal and has to be 
ended because of the danger that it 
brings to the people and against the 
steel-work. The Solidaritate broke the 
strike, Further talks will come... (but 
the first step to the confrontation was 
also made in Galaţi...) 
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Europe V Easfern Gateway 
Biocked: Sfrike in fhe 
Docks of Constanta 

In Romania the strike wave continues: on Thursday 
morning, 17th of July 2008, five hundred dock workers at 
the Agigea Sud terminal went on indefinite strike. The ter¬ 
minal belongs to the container port of Constanta , a town 
at the Romanian coast of the Black Sea . Their main 
demands: a wage increase of 700 RON (about 200 Euro), 
a bonus for seniority, extra-payment for over-time and a 
clear regulation of the working-time. 

The fîrst day of strike 

At the main gate of the container port Constanta Agigea 
Sud a wind-torn leaflet announces an indefinite strike, 
starting at 7 am, 17th of July 2008. On the port premis- 
es no movements can be seen, the cranes remain silent 
and unused. The company has locked out the strikers. 
About 150 workers on picket-line have gathered at the 
gate, shouting slogans: 

“We work, and we want to 
be paid for it!”, “Thieves, 
thieves” and “We won't be 
slaves in our own coun- 
try!”. The Constanta South 
Terminal is run by DP 
World, well equipped with 
modern facilities. 85 per 
cent of the total container 
turn-over of Romania 's 
biggest port happens here. 

According to their own fig- 
ures, last year the compa¬ 
ny made twelve Million 
Euros profit. 

Five years ago, the termi¬ 
nal ran 4ts-frrst shift. When 
hired people were prom- 
ised that the work would 
be done according to 
European standards and that soon (western-) European 
wages will be paid. To this day the latter has not hap- 
pened. The port workers earn an equivalent to about 400 
Euro per month. There was an increase: an increase in 
work pressure, in numbers of containers, which had to be 
shipped or unloaded per shift and an increase in over- 
time, which is still paid without any bonus payments. 

The demand of 700 RON isn’t that high if you take the 
current inflation in Romania into account. The price for 
(cooking and heating) gas has hiked by 20 per cent since 
the beginning of June 2008. The food prices are compa- 
rable to those discounter supermarket like Aldi and Lidl 
in Western Europe . Many dockers had to take out loans 
in order to buy a car or a flat. (1) The inflation means it 
becomes increasingly diffîcult to pay the instalments 
demanded. 

It is not only the wage issue which triggers the dock 


workers' anger. One of their most important demands is 
the adherence to the standard working-time. The termi¬ 
nal runs on a 12/24-hours shift-scheme, which means 
that a single shift is twelve hours long, after that the 
worker has got a 24-hours break. After each fourth shift 
there is a break of 48 hours. The workers have to switch 
constantly between day- and night-shift. The manage¬ 
ment does not stick to this scheme, workers are often 
called to work on their day off; they are supposed to start 
work within an hour. They have to be available on their 
mobile phones at all times. If they don't answer the phone 
the management puts it as Ammotivated attitude', mean- 
ing that in the 'cartea de munca', the employee’s record 
book, the remark 'absent without valid excuse’ will be 
entered. (2) After three of these Amauthorised absences' 
you get the sack. The striking workers teii that due to 
being permanently 'on caii’ they are not able to make 
plâns for their free time with their families. Or as a dock- 
er puts it straight: “The work fucks you up and you are 
not even paid properly for it”. 

There is a cheerful and lively atmosphere at the picket- 
line. The sun blasts down, there is no shade in front of 
the head office. In an hourly routine the strikers gather in 
order to shout their slogans and make some noise with 
horns and whistles. “The strike won't go on for too long, 
they have to fulfîl our demands. We blockade the freight 
traffîc of the whole country, even of some of the neigh- 
bouring countries. The big industrial areas depend on 

us!”, States an older dock 
worker. 

Suddenly an enormous 
chorus of car horns can be 
heard. On the other side of 
the terminal hundreds of 
lorries have queued up, 
waiting for their load. The 
strike has a heavy impact 
on the truck drivers, they 
are paid by kilometers, not 
by the hour. But most of 
them see the strike as a 
justifîable act, even though 
they have to return empty 
for today. 

The strike is union lead. 
In the terminal two small 
unions are registered; both 
are affîliated to the FNSP - 
the National Trade Union Congress for Dock Workers. 
During conversations with the dockers it becomes clear 
that it was not the unions who had called for a strike, but 
that the workers had put pressure on them. “Last year 
they negotiated and signed a contract without asking us, 
and the contract was shit. They are in process of negoti- 
ating for five months now, but this time we are watching 
them closely!” - “To walk out is the only way to enforce 
our demands.” 

For the following day at 3 pm the management of WP 
World has staged a new round of negotiations. There are 
lively debates amongst the workers, because the negotia¬ 
tions are supposed to take place in Hotel Ibis, which is in 
twelve kilometer distance from the picket-line. One of the 
strikers thinks that it was wrong to have given in to the 
managements' proposal for the venue. “We are hundreds 
of strikers here, they should come here and negotiate with 
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us. They have the space here to do that. Not behind our 
backs at some far away location”. 

At 7 pm, the night-shift takes over the picket-line. 
According to the workers the company wouldn’t fmd any 
scabs anyway, because the qualifîed workers have all gone 
abroad. 


“We’ve to work like horsesl” 

Fiiipina Textile Workers in 
Sibiu, Romania 


The second day of strike 

Five big container ships lie off the terminal, waiting for 
the dispute to be solved. DP World tries to send some of 
the cargo work to be done by the ports in Odessa , Ukraine 

In the naţional television news there is hardly any infor- 
mation about the strike. Only a local channel broadcasted 
some news. But one of the dockers said convincingly: “It 
doesnY really bother us, if they don't report about us any- 
way. What is important is that here everything keeps being 
at stand-still. In the end the country will take notice of the 
blockade.” 

It’s late afternoon. On the square in front of the main 
oftice 150 strikers have gathered again, Their faces display 
tense emotions. 

The talks have failed. The management pretended to be 
unmoved and didn’t change their iniţial offer even one tiny 
bit. They even threatened to withdraw their current offer of 
about 100 Euro wage increase. A union leader and raem- 
ber of the negotiation table - he himself a dock worker in 
the port - reports in details to his fellow workers: “At some 
point the management all left the table saying ‘Right, we 
will meet again in front of the court. We will check whether 
the strike is legal at all. That’s it for us now, we don’t want 
to waste our time.’ They said that they have made plâns for 
the weekend, that they will take a trip to the delta of river 
Danube , go fîshing.” Many questions come up and long 
discussions start amongst the striking workers: what 
would be the result of a legal suspension of the strike, 
would the union pay strike money if the struggle carries on 
for a longer period of time? There isn’t much hesitation 
about the main question: The strike will be continued. We 
don’t give in! “Do you know what, guys, on Monday we will 
turn up and change our demands, as well. We will keep up 
the demand of a 700 hike, but not 700 RON, we talk about 
700 Euro!” 

While hundred thousands of holiday-makers lay around 
choc-a-bloc sunbathing on the beach of the Black Sea , 
only few kilometers away the strikers prepare for a longer 
struggle. The union head-organisation FNSP has 
announced a solidarity strike in the entire port of 
Constanta for Monday. (3) 

The cranes are still silent. The lorries have returned. The 
ships are waiting. 


Footnot: 

1. In Romania only few flats are rented out. The rents. 
are very high. People who have been lucky own their 
home, house prices were low before 1989. 

2. A kind of income tax form containing remarks about 
the employee’s performance. 

3. According to the Federaţia Naţionale a Sindicatelor 
Portuare (FNSP) the port of Constanta employs about 
9,000 workers. In total, thirty unions are affiliated to the 
FNSP, representing 6,000 members. 

The author ofthis article, Ana Cosei has been in 
Constanta and were able to talk to the workers. 


Like many other companies in the Romanian textile and 
construction sectors, textiles firm Mondostar has had to 
struggle with a persistent labour shortage for several years. 
Amongst the local workers hardly anyone is willing to work 
for the low wages paid in the textile industries. Since three 
months ago Mondostar has employed 95 women from the 
Philippines in order to counteract the shrinking supply of 
labour. Hoping for a good job in Europe, the workers from 
the Philippines borrowed money , while still in their home 
country. They needed the money in order to be able to pay 
the high fees of the recruitment agency in Manila. The 
agency recruited them for Mondostar, signing a contract 
which entitled the workers to a basicwage of US-Dollar 400 
and 100 per cent extrafor overtime. Infact the women were 
never paid this wage. The following report is based on con- 
versations with some of the Filipina workers. 




The labour shortage worsens 


Only three years ago the Romanian company still 
employed about 1,500 local workers - male and female - 
manufacturing suits for export to Germany and 
Switzerland. Now there are only 400 local workers left. 
Most of these are older women whose wage is a contribu- 
tion to the family income. Apart from them hardly anyone 
is willing to do factory work for a monthly wage of US- 
Dollar 250 (1). Young people move abroad or look for jobs 
in different sectors. Many former Mondostar employees 
have shifted to the automobile parts manufacturer Takata, 
producing air-bags. The newly opened green-field plant in 
the west of town offers higher wages and better working 
conditions (2). According to a union representative at 
Mondostar, the textiles company recently tried to hire 
more people from the countryside, but failed. People from 
the countryside engaged in subsistence farming are less 
dependent on a factory job. The company would have dif- 
ficulties with their unmotivated attitude to work, a high 
rate of people on sick-leave, absenteeism and an ongoing 
high rate of staff turnover. 

Mondostar still has many open orders, the machinery is 
ready for use, but the people are missing. On their search 
for productive workers and a way out of crisis the compa- 
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ny. finally signed a contract with the EASTWIND 
International Agency in Manila, which recruited qualified 
women textile workers for them. 


Namibia* Taiwan* Brunei o.. Remania 

At the end of May 2008 the Filipinas came to Sibiu. A 
precondition for their employment was work experience as 
seamstress. Each of them had to pay 120,000 Philippine 
Pesos (about US-Dollar 2,500) to the agency, for recruit- 
ment and the flight to eastern Europe. In order to be able 
to pay the money the women had to take out a bank loan 
or a mortgage secured on the property of relatives. The 
work contract signed in 
the Philippines entitled 
them to a basic wage of 
US-Dollar 400 and 100 
per cent extra for over- 
time. Many of the women, 
aged 26 to 52, had already 
worked overseas as seam- 
stresses in textile facto- 
ries, e.g. in Namibia, 

Taiwan and Brunei. The 
women say it is common 
in the industry to work 
overtime and to be paid 
extra accordingly. 

According to their own cal- 
culation Mondostar would 
have to pay them US- 
Dollar 600 to 700 includ- 
ing overtime, after reduc- 
tions for food and accom- 
modation. 

However after a short time the Filipina workers realised 
that the Romanian company would not stick to the con¬ 
tract. Quite the contrary, the company would try to extract 
the maximum work at lowest cost. 

After arriving in Sibiu the women had to sign a second 
contract, which was writ- 
ten in Romanian and 
which apparently codified 
wage deductions and 
other details. During the 
first two months the 
women worked daily from 
6:30 am till 6:00 pm, 
including Saturdays. At 
the end of the month the 
pay slip showed 570 RON 
(about US-Dollar 235). For 
the second month they 
were only paid the same 
amount. Each month US- 
Dollar 165 for food and 
accommodation was cut 
from the basic wage. Given 
a weekly working time of 
60 hours, the pay for the 
overtime alone would have amounted to additional US- 
Dollar 400 - actually the overtime was not paid at all. 

In the dormitory, which is situated right on the factory 
premises, eight women have to share a room. Breakfast 
and lunch are provided, but the women have to sort out 
dinner themselves. The canteen food is miserable. 
“Sometimes it’s so bad that we’d rather not eat lunch at 
all”. Inside the factory the women from the Philippines are 
seated separately from the local workers. Their forewomen 


are Romanian. “They are always on our backs and force us 
to work harder. We have to work like horses!” 

Open Lefter: Indian Workers 
in Morsa, near Sibiu 

Half a year ago in a metal factory in Marsa, a town neigh- 
bouring Sibiu, there was a conflict similar to the current one 
at Mondostar. Since May 2007 the factory had employed 43 

workers from India, paying 
them US-Dollar568 before 
tax. The boss of Grande 
Mecanica Marsa allocated 
numbers to the Indian 
workers, because he was- 
n’t able or willing to pro- 
nounce their names. He 
just called the men Sorin I, 
Sorin 2, ... Sorin 24. 

At the beginning of 
January 2008 the 
contracts of 30 Indian 
workers were terminated. 
According to newspaper 
articles, the men were 
dismissed because they 
had not tumed up for work 
since December 20 2007. 
The same sources States 
that during that time the company was shut down for a 
company holiday. The workers had complained that they 
were forced to work overtime, which they did not get paid 
for. “According to our contract our working times are ten 
hours per day, six days per week. The company did not 
adhere to the contract and made us work 115 to 130 hours 
per week. ” (3) As early as October 2007 the Indian workers 

had addressed the media 
through an open letter, 
declaring that the 
management treats them 
like slaves: “Day in day 
out we are tortured 
psychologically. It seems 
like the management 
wants to get back at us for 
complaining at the Indian 
embassy. For example, 
before shift starts, when 
we want to put on our 
proiective clothing, the 
supervisor eggs us on 
saying there is no time for 
putting on the clothing. All 
the time the management 
turns up at our work 
stations telling us: faster, 
faster! And bear in mind that you are constantly filmed by 
the surveillance cameras.” 1 (4) 


Overtime boyeott 

The women are disappointed by the management’s 
behaviour and angry about earning so little. They are not 
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even able to pay back the loans at home let alone to sup- 
port their families. They decided to fight back and in the 
third month they refused to do .overtime. They announced 
an ultimatum to the management: by mid-August the full 
wages and 100 per cent bonus should be paid. At the 
beginning of August they filed an official complaint at the 
Philippines Embassy in Bucharest. Consequently the 
embassy stopped any further recruitment of seamstresses 
for Mondostar. A setback for the company given that they 
wanted to hire 180 more workers. The Inspectorat 
Teritorial de Munca (ITM) was informed, as well. The ITM 
is a Romanian state institution which monitors co.mpli- 
ance with legal labour standards. The results of the 
inspection and further measures are not known yet. 

The Filipina workers flnd themselves stuck between a 
rock and a hard place. Their permişsion to stay in 
Romania is bound to the one-year work contract with 
Mondostar. If they leave the contract early they would lack 
the money for the flight back home and in Manila they 
would face huge debts. It would take a long time to claim 
the money by suing the agency for false pretences. If they 
continue to work in Sibiu under the given conditions they 
will not be able to save money. After all they would earn 
less than back home in Manila. 

Meanwhile the management demonstrates how they 
plan to treat rebellious workers. In response to the protest 
of the Filipina workers, their four spokeswomen, whom the 
women had chosen amongst themselves, were sacked 
along with two others. Consequently they lost their legal 
permission to stay in Romania and had to fly back to 
Manila. The Philippines embassy in Bucharest organised 
this ‘deportation’. In the factory the remaining workers 
have already elected four new spokeswomen. 

The management now wants to pay according to per- 
formance, but the targets are absurdly high. About 50 
workers are supposed to tailor 500 pairs of trousers in an 
eight-hour shift. They just about manage to tailor 280 to 
300, even after seven Romanian workers have been allo- 
cated to work with them. In other factories where the 
women had worked before the corresponding target was 
about 250. 

The women like to be in Sibiu and they would like to 
stay. People are friendly towards them. “It’s only the situ- 
ation at Mondostar which is unbearable for us.” They have 
often seen local people wrinkle their nose when they hear 
that the women work at Mondostar. In the region the com¬ 
pany is unpopular and well known for bad wages. 


Experimental phase 

So far there are not many companies in Romania 
employing a foreign workforce. The few exis ting attempts 
at exploiting foreign workers are often accompanied by 
conflicts and actions of resistance by the migrant workers 
(see contribution beiow: “Open letter.- Indian Workers in 
Marsa/Sibiu”). 

For companies in Romania employing foreign workers 
means an additional bureaucratic effort and higher costs. 
In return they hope for a motivated work-force which is 
always available and more easily controlled than others 
would be. The fact that legal permission to stay is tied to 
the work contract provides the employer with a significant 
tool to put pressure on the workers. Employers increase 
the workload and try to extort overtime without paying for 
it. Moreover, actual expenditure for food and accommoda- 
tion is reduced to the lowest level, while a considerable 
part of the wages is deducted. 

But it’s not possible to make the ‘industrious and docile’ 
Asian workers drudge like horses just like that, to give 


them numbers and keep them under control. They won’t 
put up with everything. The intimidation by employers has y 
only a limited impact on them. Many of the Filipina work- ||_ 
ers have years of experience of working overseas, they are 
able to compare conditions, they know how to organise F 
themselves and try to enforce their own i 

Ana Cosei, 27th of August 2008 
Contact: ana. cosel@tveb. de 





Footaotes: 

1. Currently the legal minimum wage in Romania is 150 
Euros or US-Dollar 220. In the textile industries the 
wages are only just above the minimum wage (US-Dollar 
220 to 280). 

2. The car industiy suppliers usually pay slightly high¬ 

er wages in order to attract qualified workers in times of 
lack of work-force. , 

So Sources: Realitatea.net (January 23 2008), Sibiu 
Standard (January 15 2008),: Ziarul de Sibiul (October 8 
2007) and Ziarul de Sibiu (May 25 2007) 

4. Quoted from the Indian workers’ open letter pub- 
lished in a newspaper article of October 8 2007 at 
www.ziaruldesibiu.ro 
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